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Skill in Politicks contributeth not a little to on underfanding. 
of divinity —!I learned more from Mr, Lawſon than from an 
. divine.—Efpecially his inſtigating me to the ſtudy of Pallltchs, .: 


in which he much lamented the ignorance of divines, did prove 


a ſingular benefit to me 
The Rev. N.. R. Baxter 8 Þ» 107, 105. 
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' What diſtinguiſhes this Pamphlet from thoſe which 
have been written on the ſame ſubjedt.— Nothing but 
SCRIPTURE and REASON can make the Ceolaner 
PROPERLY ſubmit 10 Great Britain.-- „ 


HE aur non of thele letters conſiders the A. 
; merican controverſy chiefly in a religious light, 
which gives him an opportunity of making ſome re- 
marks, that have probably eſcaped the attention of o- 
ther writers on this ſubject. Theduty of paying taxes 
to the protective power, is ſo ſtrongly connected 
with chriſtianity, that the Coloniſts muſt practically 
give up the ſcriptures, or ſubmit to the reaſonable 
demands of the Britiſh legiſlature. It js to be with- 
ed, that we had made uſe of the „ in this con- 
troverſy. For, how much ſoever that venerable 
book is diſregarded by ſome of ur great men, tte 
bulk of the Americans, andyqur religious patriots 
in England, dare not deſpife:ite; Mr: Evans, for 
one, ſpeaking of the d6Arine defended in theſe 
ſheets, ſays, ** Should: you iadeed prove it to be a 
„ SCRIPTURE-doctrine, &c. Lam not afraid to pro- 
© miſe you the moſt abfotute ſabmiſſion to it as a 
„ chriſtian. The authority of scripTURE I te · 
vere above every other: The conteſted Corrine: - 
is here defendediby ſcriptuie againit Mr. Evans 3. 
and: if he ſtands to- his ** prom/e,” we may hops 
bon to ſee him give the Coloniſts an example of 
dye . /ubmiffion.” _ | 
| 3 2 | Whea 
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When a great empire is divided againſt itfelf j—. - 


when a powerful mother-conntry, and a number 


of ſtrong Colonies, draw vp all their forces to en- 


f 


counter each other in the field;—when the two“ 


contending powers are ſubdivided into a warm ma- 
jority and an heated minority, ready to begin a ſe- 
cond inteſtine _ ——_— Efery individual is 
concerned as an actor, ſufferer, or ſpectàtor, in the 


bloody tragedy which is ated ; it is natural for all 
lovers of their country to aſk, How can the dread- 
ſul controverſy be ended? Is it by the dictates of 


fcripture and reaſon, or by the force of arms? 
If the author 1s not miſtaken, arms (tho? uſeful 


in their place] will never properly end the conteſt. 
Should we overpower the American Colonies, they 


will remain unconvinced. Far from being recon= 
ciled to their mother-country, they will ill look 


upon her as. an imperious ſtep-mother, who adds 


tyranny to oppreſſion, and murder to robbery. Nor 
will they ſubmit to her any longer than the force, 
which has ſubdued them, ſhall continue to preſs 
and keep them down. And what ſhall we gain by 
this method, but perplexity, danger, and continual 
alarms? The condition of the Coloniſts will be 
as wretched as that of indignant priſoners, who 
are under a military guard: And our ſtate will be 
as uncomfortable as that of a jailor, who watches 
over a numerous body of deſperate captives, intent 
vpon. making their eſcape at the hazard of their 
lives. Under God, far more may then be expected, 
in the iſſue, from ſcripture and reaſon than from 


arms, Beaſts and ſavages can be conquered by fire 


and ſword; but it is the glory of men and chriſti- 
ans to be ſubdued by argument and feripture. 
Force may indeed bend the body, but truth alone 
properly bends the mind. Whilſt our armies pre- 
pare to engage the majority in America with the 
dreadful] implements of war, it will not therefore 
be amiſs. to engage the eecleſiaflical minority in 
England, with the harmleſs implements of contro- 

| verſy. 
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1 verſy.. .Qn. ſame,oceations, fer Pep. may do mor 
7 execution than a battery of cannon: A page of 
well-applied ſcriptures may be of more extenſive 
| ſe than a ele of battle: And drops of ink may 
have a greater effect than ſtreams of blood. If a 
broad · ſide can fink a man of war, and fend a.thoge 
fand men to the bottom; a good argument can do 
far more: For it can. fink a prejudice, which fits 
cut an hundred” ſhips,” and arms, it may be, fifty” 
7 thouſand men. How inferior then is the ſpear of 
Mars, to the ſword of the ſpirit ! And how juſtly 
did Solomon ſay, 4 wiſe man is firong ; eſpecially 
if he is mighty in the /criptures, which can make us 
aui ſe to ſalvation / 
he author dares not flatter himſelf to have the 
knowledge of * and divinity, which are re- 
| quiſite to do his ſubject the juſtice it deſerves: But 
| having for ſome years oppoſed falſe orthodoxy, he 
may have acquired ſome little {kill to oppoſe falſe - 
patriotiſm : And having defended evangelica}obedre 
ence to Gop, againſt the indirect attacks of ſome 
miniſters of the church of England ; he humbly 
hopes, that he may ſtep forth a ſecond time, and 
defend alſo'conflitutional obedience to The Kix, a- 
gainſt the indirect attacks of ſome miniſters, who 
difſent from the eſtabliſhed church. Thoſe whom 
he encounters in theſe ſheets, are the leading, ec- 
eleſiaſtical patriots of the two greateſt cities in the 
kingdom; Mr. Evans being the champion of the 
minority in Briſtol, as Dr. Price is in London. | 
The capital arguments of theſe two gentlemen 
are here brought to a triple teſt, againſt which they 
cannot decently object. And, if the author's ex- 
> ecution keeps pace with his deſign, their policicks 
2} are proved to be contrary to rea/on, /cripture and 
the conſtitution. Should his proofs be found ſolid, 
and the public vouchſafe to regard them; the boi- 
terous patriotiſm, which has of late diſturbed our 
peace, will give place to ſober and genuine patriot- 
iſm; the political miſtake which produces our di- 
as viſions, 


0 e : | LY 
viſions, will be plucked up by the roots ; the minds 
of our uneaſy fellow: ſubjetis- will be calm d; our 
blaody conteſt for ſupremacy. will give place to a 
ſweet debate between pazentalloye, and filial duty: 
Parental love will overcome the Colonies with be- 
nign, lenient, and endearing offers of pardon and 


peace; whilſt filial duty, will difarm the mother 
country by kind, and grateful offers of manly ſub- 
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The Arguments, by which Mr. Evans tries 10 ſupport 


his American politichs,. are ſhewn to be contrary : 


(I To ſound reaſon © (II) To plain Scripture 2 And | 


.I) To the Britiſh Conflitution. 


bE T TEN I. 
4 wview-of My. Evans's miſtakes concerning : ( J The 


7 abſolutene/s of our properiy— (II) The nature C4 
. '} . 


Havery:— (III) The origin of Porger := And ( 
The prater cauſe of the war with America. - + 
note concerning the Anabaptiſts, | Sn 


LETTER I, 


Dr. Paice's politicks are /hewn to be as irrational, 
| un/criptural, and unconſtitutional as theſe of Mr. 
Evans.---His principal arguments. are retorted. 
The foundation of his capital error is ſapped: 
The legiſlati ve freedom of the members of the houſe 
a of commons id afferted, in oppoſition to tlie legiſlative 
| pretenfions of plebeian levellers . Die partiality 
9 and inconſiſlency of the London-patriots is points 
| Y ed out -O Dr. Price's levelling principles there 
iz an ind of all ſubjectian both on earth and in len- 
wen -A conditional reproof to Mr. Evans and 
ME TIRES ni 
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— on Dr. Price's awful argument ſales 
From our immorality. I kal preat Nara our valio- 
vl prophaneneſs had in the ruin of the king, and in 

the ſubverſion of the church and fate in * e days of 

Cromwell.---It becomes us to abuiate the dangerous 

argument, by whic thouſands of raſh ** 

e into wild aur. 55 i 25 
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4 Ng ural plea for * 8 Colonies; * 
Some hints contqrnifig @ chriffiai niethod of bring- 
ing about a laſting reconciliation between them and 
the mother-country,--- An extract F à letter from. 

| ' Penſylvania, "deſcriptive of American patriotiſm : 
Ada remark upon à preci tare ment. 
the Meth: . x F | n NY o 
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To THz REV. Mx. Evans, 
ET Tn 17 


Rev. Sn, 


IEE intereſts of truth are often as much pro- 


ments with which the is attacked, as by 


the force of the reaſons with which the is defended; 
If my Vindication of the Calm Addreſs has thrown | 


ſome. light upon the American controverſy, your 
Reply, Sir, in the iſſue, may poſſibly throw much 
more. Suppoſing that plain truth can be compared 


to a good ſteel; and keen error, to a ſharp flint; 


I venture to ſay, that the more any one ftrikes the 
Reel with ſuch a flint, the more will the fragments 
of the broken ſtone ſhew the ſuperior ſolidity of 
the impugned metal; and the more. ealily will 
ſparks be collected to light the bright candle of 
truth. The public will judge which arguments, 
yours or mine, will ſerve the cauſe of truth, by 
flying to pieces in the controverſial colliſion. 

Deſirous to ſhare the bleſſings which our pacific 


Lord promiſes to the meek and the peace-malers; 1 


ſhall, in theſe ſheets, neither throw oil upon the 


flame of the American revolt, nor blow up the 


coals of indignation, which glow in the breaſts of, 


our inſulted Governors, Whatever my perfor- 


mance and ſucceſs may be, moderation and recon- 
| = ciling 


moted, by the inconcluſiveneſs of the argu. 


(„„ mm 


ciling truth are my aim: I can aſſure you, Sir, 
that my utmoſt ambition is to draw the line be- 
tween unruly patriotiſn, and ſervile ſubjection, ia 
ſuch a manner as to give you, and our readers, an 
equal deteſtation of both cheſe unconſtitutional ex - 
tremes, OY | 
After throwing away all your firſt letter upon an 
uſeleſs + queſtion, and beginning the ſecond with 
an idle g report, you ſtep into the tribunal of the 
: Reviews 
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+ This uſeleſs queſtion is, Wliether Mr, Weſley had, or had 
not, forgotten the title of I know not what book, which he had 
recommended to ſome of his friends, and which, thro' forgetful- 
neſs, he aſſerted that he had never ſeen; till upon peruſing the 
book, he diſcovered and owned his miſtake, Mr, Evans diverts 
the reader's mind from the true queſtion, by ſetting before him 
eight letters, which paſſed between Mr. W. and others, about 
that inſignificant particular. For my part I admit the public ac- 
knowledgment which Mr. W. has made of his forgetfulneſs, rather 
than Mr. Evans's infinuation, that he is not an honeſt man; 
and I do it (1) Becauſe it is beſt to be on the ſafer fide, which is 
that of charity: (2) Becauſe it is highly improbable that a wiſe 
man, except in caſe of forgetfulneſs, would deny a fact, which a 
number of proper witneſſes can prove, and are inclined to prove a- 
gainſt him: And (3) Becauſe hy as 0g me to ſympa- 
thize with thoſe, whoſe memory is as trefcherous as my own, On 
Sunday evening, after preaching three times, reading prayers, and 
being all day in a croud, or hurry ing from place to place, my 
mehtal powers are ſo incapacitated to do their office, that, far 
from being able to recollect the title of a book, which I have ſeen. 
ſome months before; I frequently cannot, after repeated endea- 
vours, remember one of the texts, on which 1 have preached that 
very day, Now Mr, W, lives all the year round ia the hurry 
and croud, in which I am on my buſy Sundays; and he is be- 
tween 70 and 80 years of age; a time of life this, when even the 
men, who enjoy uninterrupted reff, find that their memory natu- 
rally fails. If Mr, Evans confiders this, he will not be ſurprized 
that bis firſt letter has nat had its intended effect upon me. 

1 The idle report I mean is, that my Vindication “ has re» 
ce ceived many additions and corrections from the pen of a cele- 
ce brated nobleman. This is a miſtake. I find indeed ſome 
errors of the preſs, which injure the ſenſe of my book; but I do 
not diſcover one addition in it, except that of te words; and if 
Mr. Evans will be pleaſed to inſpect my manuſcript, Ee will ſen 
that the few little negative emendations in it, were made by Mr. 


5 


Welley's own per, 6 


Ly 


n 


8 


ook £90. Si 99... 


TERS TIEN Cages NA. n ned I 
5 n 5 2 


r C30 


Reviewers, and condemn my Vindication before 
you have refuted one of my arguments. As if you 


were both judge and jury, without producing 


one true witneſs, page 24, you authoritatively ſay, 
« Inſtead of argument, [ meet' with nothing but 
% declamation; inſtead of-preciſion, artful colour- 
„ ing; inſtead 'bf proof, preſumption ; inſtead of 


* conſiſtency, contradiction; inſtead of reaſoning, - 


o 


lonifts : and both ſentences in their place 


4 a ftring of ſophiſtries. “ | 

To ſvpport this precipitate ſentence, you repre- 
ſent me as ſaying Ridge which I never ſaid. Thus, 
page 25, you write: One while you tell us that 


our conſlitution guards our properties, &c. againſt 


&© the tyranny of - unjuſt, arbitraiy, or cruel mo- 
© narchs; then you preach up with great ſolemnity, 
« &c. that their ſubjects have no more right to re- 
© /, than children or ſcholars have a right to take 


%s away paternal or magiſterial authority.“ I de- 


fire, Sir, you would inform me where I advance 
ſuch a doctrine. Far from ** preaching it up with 
c great ſolemnity, I abhor and deteſt it, If a Ne- 
buchadnezzar commanded me to worſhip his gold- 
en image, I would (God being my helper) . 
him as reſolutely as did Shadrach. And ſuppoſe 
the king and parliament were to lay a tax upon 
me, in order to raiſe money for the purchaſing of 
poiſon, wherewith to deſtroy my fellow ſubjects, I 
would ref them, and abſolutely refuſe to pay ſuch 
a tax. ; | 
When you have made my doctrine odiovs by 


lending me principles which I never advanced, or 


drawing conſequences which have not the leaſt 


- connex1on with my ſentiments ; you prejudice the 


public againſt my book, by inſinuating, that I con- 
tradi myſelf, where it ts plain I do not. Thus 
you ſay, p. 26, ** In one letter you tell us, The 
«© Colonifts are on a level with Britons in general; 
in another, that They were never on à lewel with 
« England.” This laſt ſentence I ſpake 
lonies as dependent legiſlatures, and not of the Co- 


B 2 We fectly 
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fectly conſiſtent. For, altho' not one of the Co- 
LONIES aua, ever on a level with England (an I- 
DEPENDENT KINGDOM) With refpe&t to pre- 
dominion ; yet all the CoLonisTs are on a level 
evith Britons in general, with reſpect to ſeveral par- 
ticulars enumerated juſt before, as appears by the 
whole argument, which. [Vind. p. 23] runs thus: 
The mother-country and the parliament-houſe 
© are ag open to them [the Coloniſts] as to any 
free-born Engliſhman : they may purchaſe free- 


holds, they may be made burgeſſes of corporate. 
© towns, they may be choſen_ members of the houſe 
| © of commons, and ſome of them, if I miſtake not, 
A A4 ſit already there. The CoLonisTs' are then on 4 
1 | © kwil, not only. with I [abſent]® Britons in genes» 
1 | ral, but with. all our members of parliament who 
O - © ARE ABROAD.” Had you, Sir, quoted my words 
| in this manner, your readers would have ſeen, that 
* there is ſomething in my Letters beſides contradidtie 
* cx and /ephifiry ; but it is far eaſier to ſhuffle the 
| : cards, than to win the game. . | 
1 | Permit me, Sir, to produce another inftance of 
vi 2 'your polemical ſkill : you ſay, p. 24, Four rea- 
=_ s {cn ng upon the quotation I made from the very 
T Dn * learned Judge Blackſtone is equally concluſive, 
= - * &C. In a free ſtate (ſays Judge Blackſtone) every 
; | % man who is fuppoſed a free agent, ought to be in 
16 «© ſome meaſure his own governor ; and therefore 
17 a branch, at leaſt, of the legiſlative power ſhould 
1 « refide in the auliole body of the people. You re- 
8 «ply, = Your /cheme drives at putting the legiſlative 
iy & power in every body's hands.” No, Sir, this is 
8 . not my reply, but only a juſt inference which I na» 
Ul . turally drew from my ſolid anſwer. My reply, 
Wt 6 Vind. p. 16, runs thus: But who are % whole 


* body of the people ? According to Judge Black- 
© ſtone, every free agent. Then the argument 
proves too much; for, are not avomen free- agents? 


© Yea, and poor as well as rich men.“ This, and 
this only I advanced as a reply to Judge Black: 
ſtone's argument. 1 cannot therefore help being 
: | ſurprized 
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ſurprized at your miſtake. You keep my real an- 
ſwer to your argument out of fight: You render 
me ridiculous by producing as my anſwer, what is 
NOT my anſwer at all; and, before you conclude, 
you make me amends for this piece of patriotic 
liberty, by calling me“ one of the meſt unmeaning 
and unfair controvertifts.” The reader's patience 
would fail, were I minutely to deſcribe the logical 
flratagems of this ſort, by which you ſuppoxt your 
cauſe, which, I confeſs, ſtands in need of all manner 
of props. 1 | 


However, in your ſecond letter, you come to THE 


QUESTION, which is, Whether the Coloniſts, as 


good men, good chriſtians, and good ſubjects, are 
bound to pay moderate, proportionable taxes, for 
the benefit of the whole Britiſh empire; when ſuch 
taxes are legally laid upon them by the ſupreme _ 
protective power, that is, by the three branches of 


the Britiſh legiſlature, 


In my Vindication of the Calm Addreſs, I have 
eee the arguments which induce me to be- 
ie ve, that the doctrine of ſuch taxation is rational, 


ſcriptural, - and conflitutiohal: And in your Reply. 


you attempt to prove, that it is contrary to reaſon, 


Scripture, and the conſtitution, Let us ſee how your 
attempt is carried on, and, 135335 | 


| 
3 : 


Fist, how you diſprove the kZaSONABLENESS: 


of the taxation J contend for, 


Page 27, You fay, that you do not deny. © the: 


| neceſſity and propriety of ſubjets paying taxes.”" 


But in not denying this, Sir, do you not indirealy-. 


give up the point? Do you not grant, that, as 


the Coloniſts are not protected by the king alone, 
but by the whole legiſlative power of Great Bri- 
tain, they are not under the juriſdiction of the 


king alone, but of a// the Britiſh legiſlature. Now. 
if they are not the /ubje#s of the king, as uncon- 


nected with the Britiſh parliament; but as conſti- 
bs RR 7 tationally 
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tutionally connected with that high court, which 
ſupplies him with proper ſubſidies to protect his 
American dominions ; it is evident, that they owe 
taxes to the king and the Britiſh parliament ; fo 
| you yourſelf acknowledge 3he neceſſity of suB- 
JECTS paying taxes” to the ſupreme power which 
protects them. But which tax have they, of late, 
- conferited to pay? Has it been a tax upon tea, or 
upon ſtampt paper? _ | . 
Should you reply, that they have offered to pay 
taxes to the king and their provincial aſſemblies, 
J reply, that this js not paying capital tribute, to 
whom capita] tribute 15 pus ; For capital tribute 
is due to the capital protective power; and the ca- 
__ power that protects the Coloniſts, is not the 
ing and the regency of Hanover, or the king and 
the Iriſh parliament, much leſs the king and a pro- 
vincial aſſembly ; bat the king and the Briti/h par- 
liament. Had the Americans got their wealth un- 
der the protection of the Iriſh; had Hanoverian 
fleets kept off the Spaniſh ſhips from the American 
coaſts ; or had ſquadrons of American men of war 
beat off the French fleets; I would not heſitate a 
moment to affirm, that the Coloniſts ought to pay 
Proportionable taxes to the king and the IJriſi par- 
liament; to the elector and regency of Hanover; 
or to the king of Britiſh America and the Ameri- 
can aſſemblies. But, when all this has been done 
for the Coloniſls by the king and the Britiſi par- 
liament, I confeſs to you, Sir, that [ſetting aſide 
the conſideration of the love and duty, which colo- 
nies owe to their mother-country] I cannot ſee 
what law of gratitude, equity, and juſtice the Co- 
loniſts can plead, to refuſe paying the king and 
the Britiſſi parliament moderate and propoꝛtionable 
taxes. EE 3 ü 25 
Page 36, You indirectly appeal to the caſe of 
© the patriots of Charles's days,“ who refuſed to 
pay the tax called hip: money But their cauſe was 
far better than that of the Americans. The ſhip- 
money was demanded by the king alone; * the 
ä ing 
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king alone is not the ſupreme legiſlative power that 
protects the ſubjects of Great - Britain, becauſe he 


can make no laws, and of conſequence raiſe no 


taxes, without the concurrence of the parliament. 
The patriots of the laſt century were not then ab- 
folutely bound, either by the law of God, or the 


law of the Jand, to pay a tax, which had not the 


ſanction of the legiſlative power; a money-bill 
paſſed by the king alone, being no law at all ac- 
cording to the Britiſh conſtitution, But a propor- 
tionable money-bill; as the ftamp.at,—a bill paſ- 
ſed by the complete legiſlative power of Great Bri- - 


tain, is every way binding in all the dominions of + 


Great Britain. Whoever reſiſts fuck a law, breaks 
off with the legiſlative power, affects independence, 
and commences a petty ſovereign, _ 

I e ſaid that a rightfut “ ſovereign has 


a right to live by his noble buſineſs ;*” and be- 


cauſe I have obſerved, that in England the ſove- 
reign [ie. the legiſlative, and protective power] 
is the Kiag and his parliament, you ſuppoſe | have 


. poured ſhame upon the cauſe I defend. So, &e. 


[ſay you page 25] a member of parliament, in- 
«+ ſtead of vacating his feat, ought to have a place 


„ provided for him, upon his becoming a member 


Sof the legiſlature.” No, Sir; your infereace 
has no connexion with my doctrine. If you had 


ſaid that every member of parliament, while he at- 


tends the parliament, has a right to a public maia- 
tenance ſuitable to his ſhare in the legiſlature ; you 
would bave ſaid what I mean, and what no unpre- 


Judiced perſon will deny. If the king and parlia- 


ment ordered that all the attending members ſhall 
be honourably entertained during the ſeſſion, at 
the expence of the public ; and that a proper ſum 
ſhall be annually raiſed to diſcharge this expence; 
what Briton would de ſo niggardly, ungratefu], 
and unjuſt, as to find fault with ſuch a ſtatute ? 


Was our Lord miſtaken when he ſaid, The labourer 


is worthy of his hire? If the ſpeaker, who is the 


Principal member of the houſe of Commons, en- 


Joys, 


wr —— 0 Wow oe ne 


rr 


—ů * ˙2 
n > wm 


189 1 Let. 1. 


Joys, as ſpeaker, an income of ſome Wanda 


pounds-a year, does ke not live by his buſineſs?““ 
Might not all the other members do the ſame in 
due proportion? When they exempt themſelves 


and their friends, from paying the tax which we 


call po/tage, do they not ſhew that the legiſlature 
have pecuniary rights which other Britons have 
not? And if their generoſity prevents their uſing 


thoſe ſelf-evident rights, ſhould we not extol their 
diſintereſtedneſs, rather than pour contempt upon 
their reaſonable and conſtitutional prerogative ? 


unable to invalidate my doctrine by any juſt ar- 


gument, you have recourſe to a polemical ſtrata- 


gem, which will do your cauſe no credit. To 
render the politicks | defend odious to your readers, 
you inſinuate, that upon my principles/the ſove- 


Teign ** is entitled to juſt what he pleaſes, and may 
« jake it with, or without conſent, aulieneuir he 


« thinks proper.” This doctrine, which you im- 
pute to me, p. 27, has no more connexion with. 
my ſyſtem, than darkneſs with the riſing ſun. I 


-abhor it as well as you, Sir; being fully perſua- 
ded, that legiſlative power is to be uſed for good, 


and not for evil; for protection, and not for ty- 
ranny. If the king and parliament had laid diſ- 


' Proportionable and unreaſonable: taxes upon our 
American fellow-ſubjets, I would no more have 


taken the pen in defence of ſuch taxation, than [ 


would take it in vindication of robbery, 


Nor de my appeals to the propriety of giving- 
the lawyers and phyſicians whom we employ, the 
proper fees they demand of us, prove that | hold. 
the doctrine of deſpotiſm; for, as I ſhould be a 


: knave if I refuſed to give a gentleman of the fa- 


culty a reaſonable fee for his attendance ; ſo ſhould: 


be a ee if | ſuppoſed, that he © is entitled to 
juſt what he pleaſes,” I only aſſert, that as a 
good man will fiad a medium between diſaaneſy 

and folly, with reſpect to the fees due to his phy- 


fician and lawyer; ſo a candid Coloniſt will find 
2 middle way between the injuſtice of the patriots, 
5 T who 


* 
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who refuſe moderate. taxes to the legiſlative power 
that protects them; and- between the laviſh tame- 
_ nefs of the potrons, Who ſuffer a rapacious tyrant - 
to gtind their faces and-ſack their blood. Never- 
theltefs, I dare affirm, that as we truſt to a certain 
degree a lawyer's conſcience, an apothecary's diſ- | 
eretion, and à phyfician's candor, with reſpect to : 5 
their bills and fees; we may alſo truſt to a certain - 
degree, the difcretion of our governors with refpet [2 
to their money-bills and taxes. And therefore no- 
thing can be more contrary to good manners, loy- 4 
alty, reaſon, and conſcience, than to repreſent the - 
fovereign who protects the Coloniſts as a robber | 
and a tyrant, for laying a MODERATE tax upon , 
them, in order'to diſcharge the national debt, and 
the daily expences of the government. . 4 
Von indeed inſinuate that the caſe is not parallel, 4 
becauſe we employ our phyſicians and lawyers *f o. 
luntarily,” But have not the Colonifts. ©* volunta» 5 
rily ” resped for an hundred years the benefit of 13 
protection from the king and parliament? And, | 
ſuppoſing they can now ſupport themſelves without 
Britiſh protection ; yet, are they not guilty of in- 
Juſtice if they now refuſe to py proportionable tax» x 4 
es? What would you think of my honeſty, if the 'q 
following caſe were matter of fact? I wolunta> EE 
rily”” employ a lawyer for ten years to recover an =_ 
eſtate, When I have gained my ends, he demands 
fees, which, on account of my poverty, he forbore 
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2 doing before. 1 ſtorm on the occaſion ; I run up 
1 and down ſcreaming robbery ! tyranny! And at 
L laſt I turn my back upon him with ſuch a ſpeech as 
this; Sir, can do without you zee; and as I am 
4 not willing to employ you any more, you have no 
> right to demand fees of me, as your due, I am a 
2. free man, and you ſhall not treat me as an abje&# 
» Have, by inſiſting on fees with or avithout my con- 
> 7 ſem,” If I put off my induftrious lawyer with this 
d American plea, would nor your moral feelings brand 
„ me ſas a man devoid of ccnſcience and honour ? 

o | 1 4 grans 
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T grant however, that the caſe between the taxes 
of the ſovereign, and the fees of a lawyer, is not 
exactly ſimilar: But if the parallel fails, it is in a 
point which does your cauſe no ſervice. For altho” 

J am at perfect liberty to diſmiſs my honeſt lawyer, 
as ſoon as I pleaſe, when I have paid him his rea- 
ſonable fees; I cannot caſt off the authority of my 
Tightful ſovereign as ſoon as I pleaſe, when I have 
paid his reaſonable taxes; and | prove it by the fol. 
Jowing reaſons :—(1) I may poſſibly live fifty years 
without going to law, but I cannot ſafely live one 
day in ſociety without being protected: — (2) As 
an unconnected individual, I may neglect the care of 
my property as I pleaſe; and if a man unjuſtly de- 
mands my cloak, I may let him have my coat alſo : 
But, as a man joined with others in eivil ſociety, 
I am a debtor to all the ſociety with which I am 
connected: I muſt defend my property as a part of 
the common ſtock ; and, of conſequence, I muſt pay 
taxes, and help to ſupport the ſovereign, who pro- 
tects and guards the whole ſociety. Hence it is, 
that thoſe who live in. the centre of the kingdom, 
pay as much towards the fleet, as thoſe that live on 
the ſea coaſt ; tho' they are not half ſo much expo- 
ſed to the depredations of invaders and pirates. — 
(3) The laws of God and of the land bind me ta 
'obey ny rightful ſovereign rather than another, king, 
in all things which are juſt and reaſonable; But 
none of theſe laws bind me to employ one lawyer 
rather than another, under the fearful penalties due 
to rebellion and high treaſon. If the American pa- 
triots conſidered this, would they not bluſh to inſi- 
nuate, that-we may change our eee as we do 
\1! dur tradeſmen ; and that, as the Coloniits no longer 
wm demand the protection of Great Britain, the Britiſh 
= | legiſlature has no longer any right to demand taxes 
© / of them? Who could ſufficiently wonder at the 
HE | inſolence and injuſtice of the following plea, which, 
| Il ſuppoſe, is urged by Yorkſhire non- voters. Nei- 
ther we, nor our county, ere repreſented in parlia- 
ment according to our withes, We are not afraid 
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of an invaſion, Vorkſhire is large and populous. 
We can protect ourſelves: And thereſorę we refuſe 
to pay any thing towards the protectionyof the Bri- 
tiſh dominions. What we haue is ABSOLUVELY our 
own Nor will we be robbed by any body; no not 
by the legiſlature. For, as we are deſirous, that the 
ſovereign would keep his protection to kimſeif; fo 
are we determined to keep our money to ourſelves?” 
I queſtion, Sir, if prejudiced as you are in favour of 
the American patriots, you would not be one of the 
firſt, to exclaim againit ſuch Yorkſhire patriots, 
Nor do you weaken my argument taken from the 
proper fees due to lawyers, by intimating, that ſuch. 
fees are LAWFUL, ACCUSTOMED fees,” and that 
« In England the ſovereign has no power to recover 4 
debt even for himſelf, but according to Law.” Has it 
not been in all ages, and in all parts of the world, 
the ciſſom of civilized nations to pay taxes to 
the protective power they are under? ls it not the 
„ cu/zom®? of all juſt ſovereigns, to lay thoſe taxes 
according to the wants and emergencies of the go- 
vern ment? When ſuch taxes are properly laid by 
the ſupreme power which makes and executes every 
law, are they not [awful ?” l˙ s it not according 
to laau, that the king and parliament laid a little tax 
upon our American fellow- ſubjects ? And are there 
no ſtatutes enjoining, that the goods of perverſe. 
ſubjects, who refuſe to pay lawful and reaſonable 
taxes, ſhall be diſtrained; and that, if ſuch ſubjedts 
oppoſe the diſtraint, they ſhall be farther proceeded 
againſt according to law; eſpecially if inſtead of 
paying taxes, they break into ſhips, and tyranni- 
cally deſtroy the property of their fellow-ſubjeRts ? 


lf theſe obſervations overthrow your reply to the 


rational arguments, by which I bave ſuppcrted the 
doctrine of taxation laid down in the Calm Addreſs; 
I may conſider, | | 


SEconDLY, how you anſwer my SCRIPTURAL 


arguments, on which, as a Chri/tian, I lay the 
Eereateſt ſtreſs. | 


Page 


« As YE WOULD that men ſbould do unto you, bo YE 
© EVEN SO wnto them. Now I preſume the good 
«© people of England would not be willing that the 
« Americans, in their aſſemblies, ſhould tax Zng/i/h 
% property here: And why ſhould we therefore de- 
„ fire, in our parliament, to tax American property 
« there? | . 
I reply: The caſe is not ſimilar. The Ameri- 
cans are protected, and the Britiſh legiſlature is the 


= protectors, and not the protectors to the protected. 
8 You apply ** the golden rule of the ſcripture” to 
_ | the caſe in hand, as unfortunately. as 1 ſhould do, 
== if I ſaid, that this rule intitles my ſervant to com- 
mand me, becauſe I have a right to command him; 
and that I may 7«/tly demand a fee of the phyſician 
who attends me, becauſe he Juftly demands a fee 
of me for his attendance. Nay, if your argument 
is juſt, it proves that the king is bound to pay you 
taxes. You may go to his majeſty, and addreſs him 
thus, according to your patrio:ic doctrine; O king, 
the golden rule of ſcripture, both for governors and 
governed, obliges thee to do to me, as thou avoulZ/, 
that I /hould do to thee, Naw, thou wouldſt that 
I ſhould pay zhee taxes, and therefore, drop thy 
Britiſh partiality, commence an American patriot, 
3 | and confeſs that thou ſhouldſt pay me taxes, 

| If the objection, which you draw from our Lord's 
gelaen rule, is trifling ; may not that which you 

raiſe from his bleſſed example, be affirmed to be de- 
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wwilful rebellion, Part ii, No EXAMPLE ought to 
© be of more force with. us chriſtians, than the 
example of Chriſt our maſter, who, tho' he were 
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« moſt reverently to ſuch men as were in autho- 

* tity in the world in his time. He behaved not 

* himſelf reellinzſly ; bur openly did teach the Jews, 

© to pay tribute to the Roman emperor, tho' a fo- 
reign 
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Page 92, you ſay, The golden rule of ſerip- | 
© tyre both for governors and governed, is this: 


protecting power. The protected owe taxes to their 


plorable ? Our reformers ſay, in their komily againſt. 


the Son of God, yet did always behave himſelf 


_ a a. 6 _3Þh90% Ae dh Don OP 


» 


N. 


> rt 


2X7 neighbour, upon the __ ſame authority, on which 
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© reign and a pagan prince: Yea, himſelf with his 
« apoſtles paid tribute unto him.“ How different 
is your doctrine from that of thoſe loyal champions 
of truth! That very example of our Lord's Joyalty, 
which they ſo highly extol, you [indireQly] repre- 
ſent as an inſtance of weakneſs, ** How could he” 
[fay you, p. $4] ** avoid paying the tribute demand- 
* ed of him ?” So, it ſeems that our Lord paid tri- 
bute becauſe he could not avoid paying it! He did 
it thro' necgſſity { He broke his own commandments 
delivered by St. Peter and St. Paul! Submit your- 


| ſelves to every ordinance of man FOR THE LORD's 


SAKE z— Ye muſt be ſubjef? not only for wrath, but 
alſo for CONSCIENCE SAKE, Fear of wrath, and 
human prudence, were the ſlaviſh motives of his 
loyal action]! Nay, you intimate, p. 55, that he 


f thought it lawful to pay tribute to Cæſar, only in 


the ſame ſenſe in which it is © /awuful to give 4 


** highwwayman our money, and p. 54, you roundly 


aſſert, that ** Suck a” [forced] ** ſabmiſſion as this, 
* is all the ſubmiſſion our Lord's EXAMPLE can be 
«© ſuppoſed in the leaſt to countenance,” 

If you could prove this aſſertion, Sir, the bright- 
neſs of our Lord's moral character would ſuffer a 
total eclipſe. For, if“ what a man has is 2%. 
lutely his own; and if the Roman emperor had 
not, as protector of the Jews, a reaſonable claim 
to their tribate- money, did not our Lord prevati- 
cate, and was not an untruth found in his mouth, 


1 when he ſaid to the Jews, who ſhewed him the 


tribute-money, Render therefore to Cæſar the things 


[ | which ARE Ce/ar's? In what ſenſe could he ſay, 


that this money was C=sar's, if Cæſar had no 
more right to it than an highwayman? And with 
what moral propriety could he bid the Jews to 
RENDER ſuch money to Cæſar, as a part of Cæſar's 


PROPERTY ? 


This is not all; The manner, in which our 
Lord enforced paying taxes to Tiberius, ſhews 
that he reſted this branch of our duty to our 
he 


—— — 
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he reſted our obe2ience to God himſelf, To be 
convinced of it, we need only confider his evan- 


'gelical charge, Render therefore to CmSAR, the 


things which are C8aR's; and to GOD, the things 


aæbllich AR E Gop's. The manner in whieh the two 


parts of this injunction are connedted, demon- 


ftrates, that we muſt pay taxes to the civil power 


by which we are protected, as conſcientiouſly as 


we pay adoration to the divine power by which 


ue exiſt. But, according to your patriotic doc- 
trine, our Lord's ſolemn precept degenerates into 
a charge as abſurd and profane as the following : 
66 


'Your money is ab/olutely your own; render it 


« therefore to Cæſar, or to an highwayman, for 
6 jt is his if he demands it: Nor forget in like 
© manner, to render your all to God; for it is his, 
4e as your money is an highwayman's.” What 
monſtrous doctrines, does your patriotiſm couple 
together! Geminantur tigribus agni! And how 
hard is it to do juſtice to ſcripture, when we di- 
rectly or indirectly part theſe inſeparable precepts, 
Fear God and honour the king, 1. e. the protective 
power: Honour him with a reaſonable part of 7hy 
ſubPance, as well as by thy reſpectful behaviour! 


Let us ſee if you are more ſucceſsful in your 
attempt to overthrow what you call my grand * 


plea from ſeripture, taken from Rom. xiii.” St. Paul 
there proves by varicus reaſons, that taxes are due 
to the higher powers that protect us. Such powers 
are ordained of Ged : —Reſiſting them, when they 
lay reaſonable taxes upon us, is Hing the ordi- 
nance of God; —Thoſe who refit, in ſuch a caſe, ail 
receive to themſelves damnation : — They are God's 
miniſters to us FOR GOOD; their grand buſineſs 
being to protect us in the way of virtue, and to 
curb or puniſh us in the way of vice: —and they 
attend continually to this very thing, i. e. to our pro- 
tection when we do well, and to our puniſhment 
when we break the laws. REN DER therefore to all 
their DUES, tribute to whom tribute is bu, wr | 
2 e e "To 
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To ſer aſide the force of this nervous comment, 
of St. Paul upon the words of our Lord, RN DER 
unto Cæſar, &c. you tell us p. 63, that *©* the apeſtle 
% does not take upon him in the leaſt, to determine ro 
« WHOM tribute was due.” But are you not miſ- 
taken, Sir? Does he not explicitly ſay te a,, 
when he mentions te higher powers that protect 


us! Now if the king and the Britiſh parliament 
are tlie higher fowers, that have hitherto protected 
the Colonies; does not the apoſtle decide our con- 
= troverſy, as much as if he ſaid, Let the American 


Colonies pay taxes to the king and parliament, who 
are the higher. powers that bave continually attended 
to the protection of the Coloniſts when they did 
well, and now attend to the puniſhing of them, 
becauſe they do ill? | | | 
. But, you add alſo, The apoſtle does not take 
« upon him to determine what QUANTUM of tribute 
„% miglt be due.” True: for, he did not attend con- 
zinually to the dangers of the ſtate, and to the beſt 
means of averting them. He minded his own bu- 


F ſineſs, inſtead of reflecting upon the higher powers 


in the execution of theirs, He knew no more than 


| you, and I, what expence thoſe powers might be 


at, to protect him and all his fellow ſubjects; tho” 
he could eaſily conceive, . that ſuch expence was 


F | prodigious, ſince the chief captain Ly/ias ws pag | 
once an army to reſcue him from the rage o 


mob 


bing religioniſts; and protected him on another 
occaſion, by granting him a guard of 200 ſoldiers, 


El 70 horſemen, and 200 /pearmen: Acts xxiii. 23, 27. 


Now as Paul did not know, but myriads of his 
fellow-ſubjects ſtood in need of ſuch a guard as 
well as himſelf, and as he did not claim a place in 
the legiſlature jure divino, he did not pretend to 
determine the guantum of tribute neceſſary to main- 


3X tain a ſufficient, protecting force, all over the 
Roman empire. 1 

queſtion? Could not Paul make chriitians under- 
and that they muſt pay rent to their landlords, 
and taxes to the higher powers, without “ deter- 


But what has this to do with the 
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77 & mining the quantum of ſuch rents and taxes ? 

z: - nn Miuſt not a divine, who makes ſo frivolous an ob- 

jection, be at a ſtrange loſs for arguments? 
But you go on: p. 63, The apoſtle only en- 


| = <« joins the confcientious payment of what was due, 
wi © to thoſe to whom it was due, according to 2% 
1 ; « nature of the government under which they lived." 
p79 True, Sir, if by the nature of the government under 
218 | which awe live, you mean the reaſonable demands of 
x the legiſlative power which protects us. But, if you 
1 mean by this phraſe, as your ſcheme requires, that 
IT, we are to pay taxes only according to the nice 
1: ſpeculations of men, who cry up the conſtitution. 
one hour, and decry it the next, if it does not ſuit 
＋ their chimerical notions of equal repreſentation, and 
MT _ 5 their injudicious ideas of liberty ; your doctrine is 
xz ſubverfive of the apoftle's loyal precept, opens the 
2:8  _ Qgor to all manner of ſedition, and leaves Chrifti- 
4 ans at an utter uncertainty with reſpect to a capital 
„ | 2B | branch of ba wed the payment of taxes: And 


I prove my aſſertion by the following obſervations. 
(1) The Jews were divided among themſelves, 
T2728 with reſpect to the nature of the government they 
We: were under. While ſome of them ſaid, We are 
1 under the Roman government; e quill have no 
| | king but Ceſar; the patriots ſaid, ** We never were 
in bondage to any man; we are freemen; we are un- 
der the Moſaic canſtitution ; we owe no taxes to 
Cæſar. To pay taxes to an heathen proves is to 
give up the excellent conſtitution which our anceſ- 
tors have tranſmitted to us.“ Now, in full oppo- 
ſition to theſe plaufible notions, our Lord bid the 
Jews pay taxes to Cæſar, according to the Roman 
1 government; another government this, than that 
1 5 which the patriots ſaid they were under. | 
1 | (2) When Joſeph and the. virgin Mary went to | 
Wi! | Bethlehem, to be taxed according to the decree of } 
1 Ceſar Auguſtus; the ableſt politicians were at | 
1 loſs to ſay what was preciſely the nature of the Ro- 
WEI man government, which the Jews and moſt other 
nations were then under ; ſo many were the __ b 
| Which 
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which it had undergone. At firſt it was a monarchy, 
by and by a republic headed by conſuls, and by 
and by a republic headed by a dictator, One time 
the ſupreme power had centered in a decemvirate; 
at an other time a tiiumvirate had held the reins of 
adminiſtration, At that junRure the government 
wore the form of a monarchy again; but there was 
yet a conſiderable minority, who held the high, re- 


publican principles of Cato, Brutus, and Caſſius, 


the three great patriots of the day. This minority 
conſidered Cæſar Auguſtus as a tyrant, and a rob- 
ber, to whom no taxes were due; aſſerting that the 
government, which the Romans were under. was 
entirely republican. Now, what muſt ſubjects do in 
ſuch a caſe? Muſt they refuſe to pay taxes to the 
power that actually protects them, till the minority 
and the majority are perfectly agreed concerning 
the nature of the government under which they live??? 
Or muſt they loſe their time in trying to decide 
nice, political queſtions, which puzzle the men who 
have ſtudied civil law all their life? . 
(3) As it was next to impoſſible, to determine 
with exactneſs, what was the nature of the Reman 
government; ſo it requires more wiſdom than mil- 
lions of people in the Britiſh empire are maſters of, 
preciſely to determine the nature of the Britiſi go- 
vernment. 'The ſtrong Whigs are for the republi-- 


: can government which obtained in the days of 
Cromwell and the rump. The ſtrong Tories contend 
for the high, monarchical goverament, which pre- 


vailed in the days of king James II. You and I, 
Sir, are for the government which has obtained 
fince the revolution. Nor are you ſatisfied even 
with this; for you ſpeak of an avowed deftò inthe 


; | preſent conſtitution : You are for an equal repreſen- 


tation of the people, that is, for an utter impoſlibi« 
lity:: And p. 98, you inform us, © That till the eighth 
% year of Henry the VI, all the reſidents ia a 
county were permitted to elect repreſentatives,. 


IX << without exception ;” inſinpating that now * 7e 
1 «6 preſentation here 1 England is imperſect, becauſe 
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that practice is diſuſed. Now, Sir, if this kind of 
repreſentation is eſſential to tie nature wo overne 
ment wwe live under; and if we are not bound to pay 
taxes, which are not laid according to that ancient 
form of the conſtitution ; it is clear that no man in 
Great Britain is bound to pay any tax at all; For 
no tax is laid according to your levelling ſcheme of 
_ repreſentation, and according to the nature of tlie 


overnment which obtained before Henry VI. Hence 


it appears, that, as the Pope's bulls formerly looſed 
Britons from the oaths of fidelity, which they had 
taken to their ſovereign, and by this means raiſed 
and fomented rebellions : So your political refine- 
ments looſe not only the Colonies, but Great Bri- 
tain alſo, from the obligation of paying taxes to the 
king and parliament. 80 true it is, that overdoing 
is the way of undoing ; and that your pelrricks a, 
to kindle the flame of rebellion in England, and to 
keep it up in America. I ſay yaur politicis, becauſe 
candor obliges me to do juſtice to your good mean- 
ing, and to make a friendly diſtinction between your 
perſon and your opinions. | „ | 
| (4) Should you ſay, that, tho? it cannot be ex- 
pected that every ſubject ſhall ſtudy the nature of 
all the wheels and ſprings, which compoſe that 
piece of political mechaniſm, we call The conſtituti- 
on; yet every. ſubje& may chuſe his own repreſen- 
tative, whoſe buſineſs is to decide what taxes mult 
be paid according to-the conſtitution ; I reply, that 
in molt Chriſtian governments, the people are not 
allowed to chuſe any repreſentatives, and therefore 
in ſuch ſtates every individual muſt, upon your plan, 
revolt or per/ozally ſtudy politics, that he may know 
| how to pay taxes accordicg to the zature of the 
conſtitution. | 1 5 
Things, I grant, are upon another footing in 
England: But this does not remove the difficulty: 
For [not to mention, that perhaps nineteen ſubjeQs 
ia Eogland out of twenty, cannot chuſe repreſen- 
tatives] the members of parliament are as much 
divided among themſelves, as the Romans were bs 
- a | tne 


D ð / 


ochers more indirect. This ſentiment is founded 


the days of Auguſtus, and the Jews in the days of 
Tiberius. The minority declare that the Coloniſts 
are taxed again the nature of the conſtitution; 
| whilſt the majority aſſert, that they are conſfitutio- 

= zally taxed. Thus your patriotic comment abſolute- 


IX ly unnerves St. Paul's doQtrine of taxation, and 


Leaves chriſtians in the greateſt uncertainty, with 


1 reſpect to the payment of taxes, which are the ſi- 
news of government. For, if that payment be ſuſ· 


= pended on our »0i0ns of the nature of the govern» 
ment we are under, it might as well be ſuſpended 
on the /aape of the clouds, and the colour of a pige- 

= on's neck. EDS ole hte | 
' Should you reply, that when our repreſentatives - 
do not agree touching the nature of the goverament 
we live under, we mutt follow the majority; I an- 


f ſwer, that the majority has decided the queſtion: 


*X But what care ſome patriots for the majority ? Does 
not Americanus openly oppoſe their deciſions, and 
X wiſhfolly quote the miſapply'd ſaying, ** Duales pro 
patriã mori; juſt as if mori pro pertinacid, was the 
ſame thing as pro patrid mori? O Sir, if the for- 
mer is ſweet, the latter is the quinteſſence of bit. 
= terneſs ; for the ſcripture declares, that wilful re- 
Bellion is as the fin of witchcraft, and that fubberne 
nei is as iniquity and idolatry, 5 
We have ſeen by what arguments you have en- 

deavoured to prove, that the doctrine of taxation 
X eſpouſed by the ſovereign is irrational, and un- 
F Seriptural Leit u The, - * . . 


T HIRDLY, How you attempt to prove that it is 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL. „ | 
Permit me, Sir, to lay this doctrine before you 
wich ſome capital improvements. The king and 
parliament believe, that the conſtitution allows.of 
direct repreſentation, and that among the ſeveral 
ſoris of indire repreſentation, ſome are 1% and 


on 
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on the following ra rs. (1) Tho' the conſtitution. 
al'ows a woman, for inſtance Queen Elizabeth or 
Queen Ann, to be the head of the legiſlative 
power, yet no woman- ſubject can have any ſhare 
in the legiſlature; but all women are indireRly, 
repreſented by the men; be their rank never fo. 
high, and their property never ſo conſiderable.— 
(2) According to the conſtitution, all the voters, 
who actually chuſe parliament-men, indirectly re- 
preſent all the voters who do not, or cannot attend 
the election; whether the abſent voters be at home 
or abroad, in jails or on ſick-beds.— (3) Tho” the 
number of the non- voters exceeds ten or twenty 
times the number of the voters; yet, according to 
the conſtitution, the voters indirectly repreſent the 
countleſs body of the non- voters, whether ſuch 
non- voters be poor men of age, or rich men 
under age, — (4) The conſtitution allows that 


men of a certain profeſſion ſhall be particularly - 


repreſented, when men of ather honourable pro- 
feſſions are not. Thus the clergy are particularly 
repreſented, when the rich body of our merchants, - 
the gentlemen of the law, thoſe of the fleet, 
thoſe of the army, and thoſe of the faculty, are 
not allowed a particular repreſentation. - This 
conſtitutional partiality does not ſtop. here: The 
whole.order of biſhops is admitted into the houſe of 
lords; but not one ſeat in the houſe of commons, 
is appropriated to the order of the prieſts. Such 
is the latitude which the conſtitution allows herſelf, 
when ſhe decides concerning the right of repreſen- 
tation !—(5) According to the ſame prerogative, ſhe 
orders that the little county of Rutlandſhire, ſhall 
ſend as many members as the large county of Yorks 
ſhire; ſo that if Yorkſhire is ten times more po- 
pulous than Rutlandſhire, the repreſentation of a. 
Yorkſhire freeholder is by ten degrees weaker or 
Je/s direct, than the repreſentation of a Rutland- 
ſhire freeholder. And, ſuppoſe the city of Briſtol 
contains a thouſand times more freemen, than the 
decay'd borough of old Sarum, the conſtitution 
Fx. allows, 
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allows, that a burgeſs of old Sarum ſhall be a 
thouſand times more directly, or particularly re- 
preſented, than à freeman of Briſtol.— (6) On the 
ſame plan, ſome flouriſniog and populous towns 
are not allowed to ſend any repreſentative, when 
ſome poor and deſerted Corniſh or Welck boroughs, 
ſend as many members as ſome of the greateſt 
_ cities in the kingdom.— (7) The conſtitution al- 
lows, that the preſent members ſhall repreſent all 
* thoſe who are abſent; that the majority of the 
Preſent members, ſhall: indireRly repreſent the mi- 
nority; and that the parliament ſhall determine the 
affairs of all the Britith ſettlements in Europe, Aſia, 
Africa, and in the Weſt Indies; altho' the Coloniſts 
fettled in thoſe parts have no direct repreſentatives 
in parliament: I ſay no direct repreſentatives, be - 
cauſe the conſtitution ſuppoſes, that as the men 
 #ndire&ly repreſent all the women; the burgeſſes, 
all that are not burgeſſes; and the freeholders, all 
that have no freehold; and as the majority in 
parliament indire&ly repreſents the minority, and 
the members who are in the houſe indire&#ly tepre- 
ſent thoſe who are abſent; ſo the three branches 
of the legiſlature, indirectly repreſent all the po- 
litical body which is called the Britiſh empire, juſt 
as the head, the heart, and the breaft indirectly 
repreſent all the natural body; whether the hands 
and feet touch each other, or whether they are 
widely extended towards the eaſt and the welt. — 
(8) The proſperity of the mother-country being 
as cloſely connected with the proſperity of the Co- 
lonies, as the welfare of parents is connected with 
that of their children, Great Britain has as rational 
and natural a right to repreſent the Colonies, as 
prone have to repreſent their children; preſent 
urgeſſcs, thoſe that are abſent; and voting free» 
holders, thoſe that have no vote.—-Laftly, matter 
of fact demonſtrates, that the American Colonies 
are indirectly repreſented in parliament, and matter 
of fact bears down ten thouſand ſophiſms. I have 


already made appear, that the conſtitution owe 
| 0 
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of various degrees of indirect repreſentation, ſome 
proximate, and others more remote. And, that 
the Coloniſts are repreſented in one of the degrees 
which the conftitution allows, appears by the fol- 
loving remark: As a lawyer, who pleads your 
cauſe in a court of judicature, is indirectly your 
repreſentative, whether you choſe him or not: 80 
the members who plead the cauſe of the Coloniſts 
in the bigh court of Parliament, ſhew themſelves - 


the indirect repreſentatives of the Coloniſts, whe- 


ther the Coloniſts choſe them or not. And there- 
fore, to deny that the Provincials are indirectly re- 
preſented in parliament, ie as bold an impoſition up- 
on the good ſenſe of the public, as to deny that the 

minority in both houſes of parliament oppoſes the 
claims of Great Britain and votes for the Colonies:: 
For reaſon, conſcience, and the conflitution agree 
to decide, that if the Coloniſts are not indirectly. 
repreſented in parliament, the members who plead 
their cauſe, have no more right to vote for them: 
than you and I have. My demonſtration is ſhort: 
A conſiderable number of parliament-men vote in 


both houſes, that parliamentary taxation is unjuſt 


with reſpeR to the Colonies; all the members have 
a right io vote in their favour, and would do it if 
their conſcience permitted; and therefore the Co- 
looiſts are inconteſtab!y, tho? indirealy, repreſented 
in parliament. Nor can one of the members, who 
compoſe the minority, give his vote for the Ameri» 
cans, Without confuting himſelf, if he denies that 
they are indiredſy repreſented in the parliament : 
And if they are indireQly repreſented in the parlia- 
ment they may be consTITUTIONALLY taxed By: 
THE PARLIAMENT, On this ground, which is firm as 
matter of fad, the majority are ready to ſtand tie 
minority and you, in all the coarts of reaſon, which 
are or can be erected in Great Britain or America. 
Conſider we now what you object to this cozſtitu- 
tional doctrine. Page 37, you ſay, The non- 
voters here can point out their virtual repreſen- 
4“ tatives, as clearly as the voters can point out their 
dire repreſentatives. But who are the ſpecific, 
| 85 4% virtual 
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virtual repreſentatives of America? Who are 


appointed to repreſeht the property there i 1 


reply: (1) The whole body in which the legiſla- 
tive power is lodged, is appointed by the conſtitu- 
tion to protect the property of all the ſubjects of 
Great Britain Iz Wour ideas of repreſentation ate 
far too much circumſcribed. Tho' the members 
of a Corniſh borough dire&ly repreſent the burgeſſes 
of that borough, yet they indire#ly repreſent the 
commons of all England, and of all the Britiſh do- 
minions, If it were not ſo, they could have no 
voice in the houſe, except when the petty concerns 
of their borough are debated. Now Sir, by the 
ſame conſtitutional rule, by which the members of 
a Welch borough are appointed to manage the af- 
fairs of all England; the members of Middleſex 
are appointed to manage the affairs of all Britiſh 
America, And if you want me to point out ſome 
of the indirect, virtual repreſentatives of the Ame= 
ricans, I take vp the firſt news paper, and point at 
the names of the members, who diſtinguiſnh them- 
ſelves by their zeal to ſupport what they judge to be 
the rights of the Americans. And'1 aſk, if theſe 
Lords and Gentlemen do not indire#!y repreſent the 
rich and the poor in our colonies, What right have 
they to vote for the Coloniſts more thanthe mem- 
bers of the Iriſh Parliament? 
Page 31, You intimate, that it is“ perfectly 
* unconſtitutional to exclude the Ameiicans from 
* having a voice in the diſpoſal of their property, 
* whoſe eſtates may amount to thirty nine pounds 
per annumz? tho? you grant, that “a man in 
« England can have no voice in the diſpoſa! of his 
„ property, whoſe eſtate amounts to no more than 
thirty nine ſhillings per annum.“ But have you 
forgot, that the conſtitution allows ** the pot · boĩl- 
“ ers in the deſpicable hovels of ſome boroughs“ 
to have votes for parliament men, while ſome 
« Preeholters in Glocefler, Hereford, and London, 
%% have no votes for town or county,” becauſe they 
are ncither freemen nor liverymen, On this im- 
e | partans - 
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rtant congeſſign, which you ake e 98, I ret 
2 Nr daa 17 J c con a "all 
the taxation U ſome F 8 zHOLDERS in the Glee 
of. e Herefofd 4%, > "ah a0 altho' ſach 

free holders, thro” an accidental cauſe, Hay x0 
VOTES FOR TOWN, 0R COUNTY ;, ; WHY can It not al- 
low the taxation. of ſome 1 FR BEHOLDBRS, who thro 4 
an accidental cauſe, baye ng votes for England'or 
America? Andi if you grant, that the cobſtitution 
permits, that ſome men, who poſſeſs ; 2 FREEHOLD in 
the centre of Great Britain,” Are conflitutionally taxed 
by the parliament, tho” they have fo vote ; do you 
not expoſe your bt 910 udice. before all th St if 
you ſay that the Colonifts cannot be bang 
taxed by the parliament, merely becauſe they? have 
no vote? 

I have preſſed you with the caſe of ſome mem- 
bers of parliament, who are conſtſtotionally taxed 
with or without their conſent, ſo Tong as they chuſe 
to live. abroad. P. 31, 155 355 Tex ply, © The Ame 
ricans are at home 23 ou, infinuate that my docs 
trine ſuppoſes they & are NEVER AT HOME,” "and 
vou humourouſly ſay, © Were T 15 Coloni, the 
« prerogative I would humbly Toe'for, ſhould be 
20 that of being permitted to be 4 hire, for home 
« js home, ſays the old Proverb, be it ever ſo 
„„ homely.” I anſwer, Lord Pigot, a member 
of parliament who is in the Eaſt Todies, and Mr, 
Hancock, a member of the Congreſs, have the full 
| leave of the conſtitution to be aT "Home. Only it 
muſt be remembered, that, by emigration, they 
have their home in two places; as the gentlemen 
who have a houſe in London, and another in the 
country. They have their /: giflative hame i in Great 
Britain, and their 224 home; Lord Pigot 1 in Ben« 
gal, and. Mr. Hancock 1 in Philadelphia. If they 
will eojoy the N of their leg ative home, 
they muſt return to ügland, juſt as the gentlemen 
ho will- fill their feats in the. parliament, and en- 
joy their honours at court, muſt leave their coun- 


STO and . to Londaue. Nor. 1 that the 
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diſtinction I make between our au and our leg: 
lative home is frivolous; for Dr. Price; your aracle, 
Tays, ** They [the colonies] g Dried n teir relation 
to ur; and they s./poke ef TH $8 country and 
# locked toit as DEIN Home.” Now, as the Co- 
loniſts were never ſo diſtitute of good ſenſe, as to 
Jock on England as their achial home; it remains 
that your oracle has ſpoken nonſenſe, or tbat.Eog- 
land is their principal, legiſlative home. And would 
to God they were 3 to deſpiſe, 
- this home, be it ever fo home)!“ 
Tou indeed hint at the inconvenieney and im- 
poſſibility of the Coloniſts coming back to their le- 
giflative home; but this objedtion makes as much 
na gainſt your ſcheme of repreſentation as againſt 
ours; for you infinuate, that all the non- voters in 
"England may go and ſettle in the few. Boroughs, 
where the conſtitution allows every pot- boiler to be 
voter; and you give us a hint, that if they do 
not, it is their own fault“ Buatis it not more 
practicable for all the Free-holders in; America, to 
erowd into Great Britain; than ſor all the non- 
voters in Great Britain, to crowd into ſach privi- 
leged Boroughs as you ſpeak of; or ſor all the 
women who have freeholds in England, to change 
their ſex, that they may have a vote at the next 
Puoon reply, p. 38, Phe repreſentation in EN o- 
% LAND is anegual, owing to a great variety of ca- 
4% ſuaFcircumſtances,, which it would be uſeleſs to 
% enumerate. Now, Sir, applying to all the 
Britiſh empire, what you ſay of England, I anſwer, 
The repreſentation with reſpect to AmrkriIca is 
-+6. anequal; ' owing: to a great. variety of caſual cir- 
cumſtances, fuch-as emigration, diſtance, in- 
terpoſing ſeas, and the improptiety of multiplying 
parliaments, .which would as much weaken the 
We e eee 
— — — — — — ui enema 
* Mr, Evans wants each American aſſembly tu be inveſted with 
ſupreme power in conjunction with the king, aſter the madel of 
the Iriſh Parliament; but I wiſh- the Britiſh: empire too well, to 
be vf* his ſentiment, - The ſame zule holds in politics and in 
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that the conſtitütion iv in danger, dad that, as we 
n 1 and all the 
Pinyin . not die of the plague, ort be blown up 
ene Sun- powder plot, „, catſſ igution i. 
wy 2 1e, aüd we are likely; to have ſoon ano · 
ther rump e without king, and without 
ko! Ind 43 ust as oy SAH ua ffs | 
t 0 raft * Dales all rhe members of the Brie | 
* n parti tent du Ambricat property; they awoald = 
* 20: N en A Ve ah ms. voters tm England," 
pl: If the American Colonies are; as fome patri · 
: poſe, the capital ſpring of Britiſh wealth. me 
the members of parfament have aiparciculary, - ug 
indirect concern in the proſperity of the Coloniſis ; 
nor does the ebnſtitutiem vequire that taxed fob - 33 
jeckt —— be'ow level with each other in g⁰,Eñ́ . - 
poſſible eie. The Americans: ſhould: be thankful - 
for being om a leveh not onhy with the non - voters 
g Hndz in the important right of qualifying. - 
elves to be voters, or candidates for ſeats in 
parliament; but alſo with the free-holders in Lon 
don who have no vote, and with the members of 


parliament abroad, who, thro' emigration,. cannot 


a4uitly* ſhare in the legiſlature. 1 tepeat it, to 


attempt to bring about à reproſentation eqdal i 
every eg 1 Fo abfarg: as td attem making all 
our fellow- ſabjekta of one. "28," one age, one ſexs. - 
one eountryi ee eee ORE, rank, and one If 


Peitz: g J #4 6715 15 „ DOs een 1 1 ; 2 : 


98 4 F 194 
| 28 Li. ö 
bi 13S ard Le 22 309 . 10. 34 2} & 2 2 20 6: , 

"gives - anſwers te your, grand gegumest 
org e probable: that our lawgivers 
opc ſawe a Ae hie i tbeit eb? 
prefiively taking one: aut. off any American's 
ket. Being men of fortune gtheh are xaifed. 
by n — ok 
of.“ Page 40, you humorouſly reply,. 
Sir, if vou Wonld lend. a fem thoue 
to any of our degiſlators, yon would not 
4 pretend te al ſor bonds It would be | 
1 eparite ſuſpoct men 'of- ſach-gircumſiances. a8 he 
<« eonſtitution obliges all our lawgivery, ta be, 
% 'of:ſticht: a: Fh, fiat 128 not paying. 858 
„ gain But this reply gf yours 'is. fully o | 


ated by my fiſch · anſwer, / which is as follows: «17. 5 


* ther Cofonifts: were zſraid of being ta xed more Ty 
© teavily:thantherale of proportion allows, Ig 
they not have humbly requeſted, that the: parlia» 
ment would ſetele . the matter by an :4CT»/—— or 
„ z:x0xD;% which might have been an gffcty 
chetk& upon the — the power-of 92 br R 
Yow thin to unnerue this anſwer by ſaying,, 4 : 

42, What th&:Colonifte+frou/d- Ws | 
2M thing, anch het the Britiſh parliament, has 1 
4 is another. True: The —— has 1 
upon the#Eolonifts à little tax, and they haye re- 
volted; inſteac of paying it with the loyalty which 
becbmes good ſubjects, ande with the prudenes 
which becomes men jealous of. thats, liberty; and 
therefore” their conduct is unjuſtifiable, and that of 
— 2 —— 1 inſinuate, 
that; as ate net obliged: to 155 conform to the. 
% ndl church,” ſo:the Coloniſts were not obli- 
ged to ſubmit to; Britiſn tau ation, in the prudential. 
manner'l have mentioned. But the caſe is not pa - 
rallel. Neither chriſtiaaity vor the conſtitution. o- 
bliges us to conform to the - eſtabliſhed church z. 
whereas both ensjoin us te render 10 ali tir DUES,. 
tribute ro whos tribue 5s: Dns hat. ig, he ſus. 


Ern rotective W Ds 
f 0 "You 


of © 


7 


# 


x 1 


. 2 did not want my 
1 mee 80, Sir, yon will always inſino- 
Tar —ç we woke erg bouau wY 7 — uy 
"the ative er W p 8 
thurg we are bound to — to a robber 
Who demands it! But ben Americans argues = 
his manner; does he nob contgadict St. Paufe, 
Ehrift and Mr. Evans himſelf he Fp a⸗ not 
Ke grants: te nere/ity off fu hir paying. laute, 
intimates that æà mat who. Jorjer ne propriety of 
ticäſtom, and the ground of that. propriety, is 
ö of rhe meg anrrafonable beings inthe univerye, 


Boo rotor mr res lt does pat he- 


Lome me to detide how far you have dzawn.yeur 


i opietore in this — conceſſion: Bot, as 


voin 9 diy argument hy this dif- 
ay26f ybur confitency, 5b may deſi te- the pohlic 


<a 5 „whether voar reply gives a fniching 
ok" to che e W rg: ahfs on fam 
o | Gn ear 


ne they bert of your capital argument tuns 
thus: The Britons who have no vote, or who are 
viable to vote by emigration, may ««.conſent.to- 
« the difpoſakof- their property. becauſe they have 


« aways Mis Heurliy, that thoſe who take an ac- 


(7 thre in ine QifpoſaFdb. their property. muſk 


ingead- of Hying to arms; the parliament would: 
undoubtedly have granted their requeſti But withs 


he ſame time diſpoſe of an equal proportion 


of 1eir-own P14 have alreadf- ſhe wa, that the 


— have conſiderable degrees of /ecurityy;that 
arliament will not tax them af/proportionatlys 
they had properly: aſked a fuller ſecurity, 


out dWelling upon this anfwer; to overthrom ur 
3 I need. only * that. ät Wafer 
3 | 


4 


rr — . 
—— W 8 1 Rr 
3 r >» — 2 3 " * 
pf 2 k . * „ 4 * — — 


hurt besen W nat juſtiſy his 


L242 1 Let. a. 


I ſopport this dilemma, by the followin eties, 
Wha s a nc ice . pale 170 vor 75 125 
that; ps ixate ĩntere "RE [21 
vie e poke good 
— to public. chat bot h 
baſhels of wheat, 1 which, be hoards op, in tie 
of eee may he. Boe Be july © mop te Tt 
it at a reaſonable price, tho and n. gebe — 
tative ſtioùld 1 out ever ſo loud, «Ops Srefficn r 
r gs P)— 1757 Aa: nobleman! foors rich. 
| e ri ves 16. his Fl near ie et Id 

not egally 1 Working the © min » 
left; the 2 e le. fle ch TN and a 50 8 wings, 
mould ſtarve for 1 7 of 95 ien wee EFF Briftol- 


Tt 4 man 215 dd 


were he ſieged, houſe near the 72 7 | 

where F migh ke” | e Bis forces" ke annoy. 

S might not your houſe be Judy palle 
a. tho you. and. your American rej A+ Hin 


ſhould refuſt your . to the very 1a 7 * 
have rich meadows, which you 4 % [#3 "804 
the general good requires, that 2 rt de rer 
upon-themy 07 2. anal cut. th ain e TOR, 
notbe made ſe üble that th e hs. hobhe 
right to your property; and that 58 
7 N your. Vie fag but yd 00 i be en 
e to part ith it for t ood of the king - 
_ 2—If you ave A PIE 4 h Wich 1 
brought from the Levant, 1 you x hee to ſell 
them immediately to prevent their. bring ſpoiled; 
and if there is ſome, reaſon to fear tharthey ik 
. convey..the, pl; Io, may not a magi rate, in if 
of you and an hundred repreſentatives, if f 
a right te chuſe ſo force you to let your 
8 5 5 rather, than, to oder A lives Bu 


pie 
12 5 505 2 — 
the er 


—_ 


Let. . 1 37 
would | be duped. by y our conceit; and and grant yt 


live as free from 20 1 in En 7 Fl Divi did 


in,1ſrael, when be had" flain Gollith® Wosld not 


| our Governors ju Jaitly ſeize upon "a propbrtion sf 


your. pri Petty, ether you aud your fepreſenraride 
redfonably conſented't 155 'or whether you 50 Wöfrdty 
rai lee 55-8 neighbour iood by the patriotic cry of 
rann)! robbery?” and murder?” 
for is it only our property, Whieh is not s- 


lafaly ohr own, When we live in civil fociety* Por 
what I have ſaid of our goods, may be applied to” 
ouf- perſons. We are not abſolutely dur own Hence 
it 19, chat in all civilized countries, when the ſo- 
vereign wants ſoldiers” för the rotection of the 


cog monwealth, a militia'is raiſed; and if the lot 

upon a of the farmer, nowithitinding his ob. 

ae a ppoſition' of his partiamentary” 

e elentatiys, 1 mutt bear arme, gitker in bis 
PE 


erſon, ori in he "perſon of ki it repre- 
ſemis: And when no ſuch repreferſtarives” eam 


Procured, the wed who are able ß be perſon⸗ 


SEE Ii is that, i an emergency, HEINE 
155 prefs warrants to raiſe fallors for mand ig 
fleet. An hardſhip this, which, great as it 18 
not ſo a as of Pe Corey ol their, 


vt K 2 * 


I. Pour . Ar mM ter- beer the ——— deb: i 


fab naturally leads you into a'/Zevrd:conterns. 
ABJECT SLAVERY, Which you” confound? with- 
17 ſubjefion, Hence you fay, p. 35, . If 
there be any nan, call him by What name 
e pleaſe” [you ſhould have faid, agreeably to the: 
caſe e in debate, if there be any fit of men, call them 
by. what name you pleaſe, Tawgivers, megiſtrates, or 
officers of the legiſlative poet] **whohas?? [or have]: 
2 a right to take it [his property] without his con- 
& ſent expreſl: dby bimfelf br if $i ming what is; 
6 this bur the gui, refſerice 57 "flat —＋ Whereid dees 
«+ the caſe of ſuc 1 man differ rom that of — 
«6s Mm 


'prefſed i 1 the fervice of the commonwealth; 
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. noone 
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Sand reaſon able in their „an an no 
mate of. ſuch a man e 125 992 x Juſt, 2 
* ſhould pay bet what th den? operty be 


„ moſt abj ect fave i in. * Sen ©: God's lieute- . 
© :nants may, dit. Nene Je 0 0 kind, 8 


ce at their di ſpoſal, not my na 95 decg nes : 
G N my liberty? The map that abs we df five . 
<. ſhillings only, commits a robbery as much, 92 be 


%% man that robs me of fiye pounds, The « moſt ab» 
ject ſlave in the paive;ſe may chance to hae 
by very good maſter,z but, fill, if he is, 47 % Al. 


of his ma ſter, he is eqaally ae when | 


Y A0 ted well ag when treated ij... 
e ; plauſihility of this afgUmper, "reſts upon 


the following miſtakes. (1) You full ſuppole, that 
inſiſting on moderate taxes as a reaſonable equiva- 


3 


lent for proteclion, is à ſpecies. of F 3 whereas | 


ſugh/a demand, by the Fopjent, f all ] mea except. 


the-patziats. of, the day, 43: 5 reaſon ip 8 l 7 | 


mand of, a moderate fe ge, which 
as 41P92- hig c nt.— (2) 1995 NN not 177 te 7 thai 


the Coloniſts, being indie l/ Feprelst 


liament.. have 48 much e 7. EONS | 
al liament, a 8. 


Tour 22 . 


repreſentatives, to pay taxes to the 
the pattiots and you. haye, conſented, 
repraſentati\ to be. additionally taxe 
bring the Colonies to reaſon, —(3) * 
Ser uns, means not only a formats but a Bond- man. 
and,a fave. And the en 


means both fawery, and the 27 5 ervant, B 


in order. to; 


wopld.ut-be.:ight in me t9 avail | my ſel of b FO 4125 


log, t0 put all the patriotic ſervants in the king- 
domwut of conceit 1 their /ervitude, and to make 


e latin word: - 


h Se er 


them ſhake off. he) oke of dependance, under Pre- ; 


tence. that bab is ahject Slavery, whether a ſer- 
vant is treated well ar 1 In hebrew the word 
Fobed] ſervant, means 


duct, if, on this account, he had alienated the 


mi indg,of, we en Subje&s, and made an in Ab- 


Aurum dre. 1 ener e Wel folly f "wit 
5 5 its 


21900 


4 © 
$273 te 


a ſlave. and a Julias. 5 
But would: you habe approved of Abſalom's con- 


* 


Let. Ft > o ir; 35 4 The 
mils bit gie beer government, commentesrnin 


| 15 det 0 


elie v 
; e or Gop, who is the Mea of all power, 


ot 3 t 


«a. 


i MS . 


Ae . 7 WI o goes dot 'ſee the inconcloſwe - 
. Ay Au abjec Aue is bound 
regſatabl/ or uurtaſonably tol bis 
4 bee A lojal ſubjecꝶ is bound to ſub- 
imſelf reaßenably to his laꝛuful Sovereign: 


A f therefore,” as ths! are both bound to ſubmit cr 


BJ ver thim/eFover to their Sovereign, they are 


de ab ject vet. „n Such fogitk, Sir, may con- 


Vert Veated' Americans ts yout” overdoivg patrio · 
tiſm ; but, if 1 am not miftakeng it will — 
Jadicious Britons in their conflitutiona}/1: 'yalty. 
Von coneluge your argument by ſaying, K FP 
SLAVE: is equally a SLave, when "treated well as 
ein treated 775 35 and you might have added, 4 


 $OBjECT #4 rqual; 4 4 SUBJECT, evhen treated duell as 


{323 X 


7 Ste 15 


vob 7 
ufd ade taken the alarm at a doc- 
is e ars ſo hard upon” ris poſpel precept, 
Lit 2 eee the higher Powers. * 
Ae aft, whatever Wu may ſay df 


ut then the pill would not have 


Aer will be the /eroant; the a je 44 | 


if yod pleaſe;"Sir, the sLAVH of 6000! "government. 
Tam determined to glory i in the /ubje4#70n; of which 
you ſeem to be fo afraid and ahamed: And apply. 
4 o BF" frieman what the Apoltle” fays of a Son, I 

1 ud 15 e to aſſert, that 4 freeman, jo don ar 


From a SERVANT® of StLAVE' who 4e js well 


41 ae, wed; ut 1's ee eee 2 


and ma gilteates]" until the Time point of h 5 hea-” 

Tow, A for N tom earth, ar ray. 

tlie fociety mortals. Gal. id 1, 2. To 0p. 

a this e is. to 0 overthrow” ficbfeBet' d 0: 
NK 
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III. d de the Ott 618" of WE E aH 
belie in r Pauf, chat 7% Poiber? ih Ale, ibs 


and 


vided / and your ewn loyalty; as 


p {ocifty, and is 'a SUBJECT; ui, no- 
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t CO Let. a. 


and the author of all good government. I date the 


divine communication of power, from the paradili- 7 


acal age; yea, from the hour in which God ſald 
to Adam and Eve, Multiply, and repleniſi the earth, 
and ſubdue it, and HAvE DOMINION 0Ver—every 


living thing. Gen. i. 28. Here, Sir, is the origi- 


nal grant of Power? and whoſoever wantonly re- 
fifteth the Power which Providence calls him to obey, 
breaks this great political charter of Gop, which 
is ſo ſtrongly and ſo frequently confirmed in the 


_ goſpel, "EW | 
3 reply, p. 74, The firſt man could have 


no power to protect and rule mankind, till tbere 


% were ſome for him to rule.” But is not this a 
zmiſtake? Might not God endue him with a pro- 
tective, as well as with a prolific power, before the 


earth began to be repleniſhed? Would you not 
wonder at my poſitiveneſs, if | inſiſted, that Gad 
could not give to Adam power to multiply and rule 
his ſpecies, becauſe his ſpecies was not yet multi- 
plied, and governable; and that our Creator could 
tive. exiſtence? 7 
But you add, p. 75. When Adam became a ſa- 
ther, he had as much power as any other father ;*? 
And, p. 77, you aſk, ** Does not every father re- 
.ceive the /ame divine right of dominion?” aſſerting 
that, © There is nothing to be inferred from the 
«© parental authority of Adam, but is equally. ap- 
„ plicable to all parents without exception.“ 1 re- 
ply, that it is contrary to all divinity to ſay, that 
every parent is endued with all the authority, which 
Adam was inveſted with when God ſaid to him, 
SUBDUE tie earth, and HAVE DOMIN1ON. You are 
too judicious a divine, not to ſpeak a different lan- 
guage in the pulpit. You know, Sir, that Adam 


have no creative power, till creatures roſe into poſi- 


Vas inveſted with characters, which he could not 


communicate to all his poſterity, and which conſe- 
quently are not common to all men. A ſimile will 
poſſibly convince you of your miſtake. King 
George the third is, with reſpect to his * 

* 1 = what 


Let. 2. t 2 1 
hat Sp oma reſpect to his poſterity... ' He 
ifs Fathtr, and a King. The 5 character he 
can Est pon ill b Tods; bur ke, fend he Cn 
_ eytail upon none but the prince of Wales This 
ſhews the ineggelufvenefs of the argument yo 
draw from Eve's motherhood, and **-perticoat 
„government.“ [reverence the queen; and; if 
ſhe filled the throne as "queen Ann did, I would 
ſubmit myſelf to her good government, not becauſe 
of Eve's motherhood,” but becauſe God ſaid to Ewe 
[as well as to Adam] in her regal capacity, Have 
dominion; and © becauſe he ſays in the decalogue, 


Honour thy | political} Mother, as well as thy poli- 
tical Father, Nor ſhould-I be aſhamed to advance 
theſe two capital ſeriptures in ſupport of the Eng- 
lim conſtitution, if you excited me to dethrone an 
Engliſn queen, and urged the propriety of the 4 
ſaligul -a French law; this, whieh, in all caſes, 
exefodes pri nceſſes from the right of ſutceeding to 
D 190g meh, 00 avtg fg, 
Lou try. to'embarraſs the queſtion by ſaying, p. 
59, Vo muſt tell us whe-is Adam's beir; What 
. does it ſignify What poaber Adam had, or Wüüt 
* poaber he left behind him to his“ [gewerningÞ- 
4 ſycceffors; unleſs we certainly. knew who thoſe 
« ſuceeſſors are.” But 1 reply, that, in every 
country, thoſe Who ſhare in the dominion- given to 
Adam and Eve in their regab capacity, are as much 
kücw as the king and parliament are known in 
Evgland, the doge and ſenate at Venice, the em- 
peror and diet in Germany, the monarch in France, 
and the deſpot in Pruſſia. Whoever, by the godd 
providenee of God, is endued with the legiſlatisve 
and protective power in the country where | reſide, 
and retains that power by the content of a- majority 
of the people, is the highty power, Which 1 confi? 
der as actually o1ç ot Gonfar my pretee- 
tion. TO rat power 1 Will ehearfully ſubinit, ſo 
far as it is uſed- for goo#; And to-rhat power Will 
conſeientionfly. pay taxes. for the protection Which 
l * 444 eon no, ˖ :9 ö I enjoy? 
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T'enjoy. And ſuppoſe that power was poſſeſſed by 
an uſurper, 1 would lament the uſurpation, and 
bear my teſtimony againſt it, till the ſame over- 
| Taling providence which removed Abſalom, John 
of Leyden, Ket, the Rump, and Cromwell, took 
that uſurper out of the way alſo. But if divine 
rovidence, inſtead of removing the uſurper, eſtab- 
liſhed his power, as it did that of Jeroboam 
in the days of Solomon's ' ſon, which I would 
know by the general and laſting conſent” of the 
23 I would no longer oppoſe that power, 
ut ſubmit myſelf to it as religiouſly as the chriſti- 
ans of the fourth century did to Conſtantine the 
Great, and as chearfully as the French do to the an- 
cient family of the Capers; tho* Hugues Capet, the 
| firſt king of that illuſtrious houſe, was only a no- 
ble uſurper. Such are, if I miſtake not, the loyal 
views which the ſcripture gives us of the origin of 
| min] ; and ſuch the marks, by. which we may 
now the power that divine providence calls us to 

__ obey. | e bo, 
-Confider we now what are your views of the ſame 
doctrine. Page 66, you ſay. Every good go- 
% yernment is of God, Nor will the perſonal vices 
« of our Governors, nor any flight error in their 
s adminiſtration of government, juſtify our reſiſt- 
« ing them.“ Here, Sir, you ſpeak as a chriſti- 
an and a Briton ; and, ſo far, I heartily ſet my ſeal 
to your politicks. But who are our Governors? 
Are they not the men who are inveſted with govern- 
ing, legiſlative, and ſupreme power? Now Sir, ac- 
cording to this juſt definition of the word Govern- 
ors, you have thrown down the diſtinQion between 
the governors and the governed, and, before you are 
aware, you have crowned king Mob. I prove my 
aſſertion by your own words. Page 71, you write, 
„ Perhaps you will ſay, The sUrrREME Powers in 
5 every government, muſt be lodged ſomewhere, 
5 and this power muſt be omnipotent and uncon- 
4* irpulable. J allow it. But the glory of the on 

; 2 60 1 
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« jiſh conſtitution is, that Tus PEOPLE have never 
« parted with TH1s power, but have MOST RELI= 
4% GcIOUSLY kept it IN THEIR OWN HANDS.” 
Thus, Sir, according to your doctrine, the su- 
PREME and GOVERNING power, belongs not to the 
GOVERNORS, bat to THE PEOPLE, that is, to THE 
GOVERNED. Was ever a more prepoſterous doc- 
trine impoſed upon injudicious patriots? O Sir, 
what you call che glory of the Britiſh conflitution,”” 
would be the ame of the worſt government. Nay, 
upon this plan, there could be no government at 

all. For, ſo long as the GoverRneD ©* moſt religi- 
4 by [ſhould you not have ſaid na impiouſly and 
ab/urdly] keep the [GovERNING)] power in their own 
hands, that power 1s in every body's hands. And 
the moment this is the caſe, there is an end of go- 
vernment ; anarchy takes place ; king Mob breaks 
all the laws with an high hand; and a tyrannicat 
populace fiercely trample upon all order, and carry 
devaitation wherever they turn their ſteps. Thus, 
Sir, you have helped me to prove the truth of this 
deep propofitien-of judicious Mr. Baxter, who, af- 
ter having ſtudied chriſtian politics near thirty years, 
left it upon record, that, If once legiſlation, the 
% chief adt of government, be denied to be any part 
% of government at all, and affirmed to belong to 
% the people as ſuch, who are no governors, ALL 
5% GOVERNMENT WILL THEREBY BE OVER= 
* THROWN,” —and the grand principle of the 
fierce, mobbing, and levelling + Anabaptiſts wilt 


be moſt religiouſly"? ſet up. ; 
| * E 2 This 


+ I call ſome Anabaptifts ferce and leveling, to diſtinguiſh them 
from the ©* mild and moderate Anababtiſis,”” whom I have menti- 
oned VInd. p. 46, where h commend the candor of Biſhop Burnet 
for making a juſt diſtinftion between theſe two forts of Anabap- 
tifts ; and for obſerving, that they 2vere not all of the ſame tem- 
fer. This, one would think, ſhould have hindered our bre- 
thren who contend. for anabaptiſm, to think that I reflect on _— 


— — — — 


—ů — —— 


j 

4 
3: 2 

( 


8 —_ < 

l = p > * 
— —-U 4 » 8 

” \ OY i — — es — I Au none toes, 4 


— J. 40 1 . Let. 2. 
This. doctrine of yours, Sir, brings to my re- 


membranee an anecdote, to which a loyal and pi- 


our Anabaptiſt undeſignedly helped me ſome weeks 
ago. In order to convinee me that what Mr. Bax- 
ter ſays of the high republican ſpirit of the Ana- 


baptiſts and Indepen dents is not true, he ſent me 


the IVth volume of Blennerhayet's Hiſtory of Eng- 


* 


f - * 
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the people of their denomination for the political errors of ſomes 


Had I done this, 1 would publickly aſk their pardon ; being per- 
ſuaded that nothing can be moxe .cxyel, than to involve the inno- 
gent in undeſexved guilt. Leſt this conſtruction ſhould be put upon 
my guotatians zeſpacting the leyelling Anabaptiſts, I inſerted in 
the ſecon4 edition of my Vindication, p. 46, a note where I ſay, 
that * ſome Anabapriſis are very god people, that moſt of them mean 
© colh and that I bope tbis is abe caſe oth ay opponent,” And '£ 
gladly embrace this third opportunity of teſtifying more fully my 
brotherly laye to that reſpectable hody of diſſenters; not doubtiu 
but there are ppmbers of truly pjous and loyal Anabaptiſts both 
in Germany, England. and America. However, p. 84, my op- 
panent ſays, Tour telling the wworld that I am, &c. an $ 
ie fi, &C. is a diſplay of illiberality, naanneſi, and importinence.** 
But where did I tell the world; in the finſt edition of my book, 
that Mr. \Exans-is an Anabhaptiſt? And if in a nate inſerted in 
the c edition which, by the bye, was not publiſhed when 
Mr. E. advancęd this 3 I infruate that he is one of the 
Anabaptiſts who “' are very good people and mean well ;** I appeal to 
the un prejudiced, If this untion, is not a diſplay of candor and 
brotherly lou, rather than of -** i(ſilerality, mn, and imperti- 
nente. I grant that I have inforced Caluin's doctrine of taxation 
reminding him, that, as © he is a Cal. 


upon my oppouent 
9 38 ee * | avoid paying ſome regard to that excellent” 


init, 


doc trine of Calvin. But wherein confiſts the impertinence of ſuch 


an argument? Are controvertiſts the only men, who cannot uſe an 
argument ad łominem? And has not Mr, E. as much reaſon to 


charge me with « meannefs,** becauſe I have addreſſed him as a | 


AHtucn and 2 Chrifiian, and have preſſed him, as ſuch, with ap- 


pea!s to his con/izutiongl conceſſions, and his Chriſtian profeſſion ?. 
Some men Wi ſay what they pleaſe againſt their governors, Their 


moſt groundlefs charges muſt paſs for patriotiſm, and a fpirited de- 
fence 5 cur hens, 3. but if yau grep A bases: wank that 
emba:rafjes them @ little, you are g ity of ** Helvetic rudeneſs, 
« 1}l;berality, meanneſs, and impertinence.”* I appeal from this 
patriotic freedom and partiality; to Engliſh candor and Britiſh © | 


Let. 2. E 


land, which contains an account of the proceed- 
ings of the mangled tyrannical parliament known- 
by the name of he Rump. This author informs 

us, p. 1541, that juſt before king Charles I. was 

beheaded, ** The Commons voted, that rhe people, 
under God, are he original of all juſt power; 
, and that the Commons of England, being cho- 
% fen by the people, had the /upreme authority of 


this nation; and what zhey enacted ſhould be 


law, Without the king or lords? concorrence.. 
This ſquared exactly with the Independents,. 


*© who were. for turning the monarchy into a re- 


«+ public.” Now if the fnabaprifts were at leaſt 


as zealous republieans as the Independents, | leave” 
you to judge, Sir, if my neighbour's book was a. 


better proof of Baxter's miſtake than your own; 
and if it is not evident from this quotation, that. 
when you teach the world, that the people moſt re- 
Agiouſty keep the ſupreme power [i. e. the power of. 
their governors] in their own hands, as their indu- 


bitable right, you plow with the wild, miſchievous 


heifer of Cromwell and the rump. 


IV. A word concerning. the PROPER CAUSE: 
of the war with America. 


Page 51, you ſay, © Should it be made to ap- 
L pear, that the Britiſh parliament have authority: 
« from feripture to tax their unrepreſented bre- 
* threrr in America, and to cut their throats, burn 
© their towns, and ſpread univerſal devaſtation: 
* amongſt them, becauſe they do not chuſe to: 
* ſubmit to ſuch taxation: it would furniſh a: 
« ftronger objection, &. againſt the divine origi- 
„ nal of the ſacred code, than has ever yet been 
« produced.” You infinuate by theſe words, that 
the yROPER and 1MMEDIATE Cauſe of cutting” 
throats in America, is the demand which the king: 
and parliament make of taxes? But are you not: 
e 3 maiſtaken 
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miſtaken, Sir? And does not your miſtake make 
you throw ab undeſerved odium upon the ſove- 
reign ? For my part I conceive, that the inne- 
diate occaſion of the bloodſhed which we lament, 
is not fo much the parliamentary demand of taxes, 
as a chain of cauſes, which chiefly contains the fol- 
lowing links: (1) The heat of ſome Bgftoffian pa- 
. tridts, who, with felonious audacity, Yoarded our. 
ſhips, ſeized upon the property of oug merchants,, 
and wantonly 'threw it into the ſea. Ifche patriots. 
would not buy tea ſubjected to a tax, could they 
not keep their own money? Was it right in them 
to undo our innocent traders by deſtroying their 
goods ? — (z) The demand which the government. 
made of reſtitution, or ſatisfaction, for that act of 
glarmg injuſtices a j demand this, which 
the ſovereign could not avoid making without be- 
ing guilty of injuſtice; it being evident, that i 
would be unjuſt in the 3 power, to receive 
taxes of our merchants for the protection of their 
property, and then to look on uncoticerned, when 
that property is feloniouſly deſtroyed. —(3) The 
obſtinacy with which the mobbing patriots, and 
their abettors, re faſed to make ſatsfation to our 
injured merchants, —(4) The prudence with which. 
the parliament farther interpoſed, by paſſing the- 
bill for ſhutting up the port of Boſton, . that by this. 
unbloody and mild method, the Boſtonians might 
gently be brought to make reſtitution. — And laſt- 
ly, the flame of zevolt, which on this occaſion ra- 
pidly fprezd thro? Britiſh America, _. 
' . Had the Algerines inſulted the Britiſh flag, and: 
Isjured Britiſh fubjects, as the mobbing Boitonians. 
have done; the government would not have ſhewn 
them the fame leniiy A fleet would immediately 
have ſailed for the hoſpitable coaity and. the ad- 
miral would have ſent a card to the legiſlatwe of 
Algiers: ** E am come to demand ſatisfaction. for 
che injury done to Britiih ſubjects. Send me, by 
to merrow, 30, oeo l. being the value of the 3 | 
* Ro | W 


0 | 
which you, or the men whom you ſcteen, have 
feloniouſly taken from our merchants; or I will 


do them and my country juſtice,” luſtead of uſing 


this' peremptory method, as Admiral Blake would 
have done; our admiral quietly ſtationed his ſhips 
before Boſton, and Genetal Gage, far from „ cat- 
ting throats,” amicably quartered his forces in or 
about that city; patiently waiting till remorſe of 
. conſcience, a ſenſe of equity, a ſpark of loyalty, 
or ſome fear of the power, wrought upon the pa- 
_ triots, ſo called, and inclined them to db an act of 
juſtice, which Mahometans would hardly have te- 
faſed to do. Bat all in vain. © The mobbing pa- 


_ txiots and their ringleaders, hardened by this leni- 


ty, avail themſelves of the kind delay. While hu- 


maaity and brotherly love ſuſpend the ſtroke of 


juſtice, enthuſiaſtic dedidgozues ſound à falſe. a- 


| larm, and engage the mifinformed Coloniſts to 
countenance their 88 In ſhort, the Amo- 
E 


ricans, ſeduced by miſtepreſentations, take up arms 


againſt Great Britain: And the forces ſent by the 


ſovereign, inſtead of obtaining the ſatis faction they 
demand, are obliged to provide for their own ſafe- 


ty by attempting to ſeize ſome of the artillery, and 
ammunition, brought from all quarters to deftroy 
them. Hence the engagement at Lexington, and 
b Fo FA where the forces raiſed 
by the congreſs preſſed thoſe of the ſovereign by 


the fight. at Bunker's 


7 
an audacious blockade. | 
- Should you object, that the Coloniſts once of- 

fered to make reititution, on condition that they 
uld never be taxed by the power that protected 
them; I reply, that by ſuch an offer they only 


added injuſtice and revolt to felony. Suppoſe the 
Scotch plundered an Engliſh ſhip, and the ſove- 


reign inſiſted on ſpeedy reſtitution; do you think 

they would deſerve the name of patriots, if they 
fſaid: We will pay for the goods we have deſtroy- 
ed, on condition that you ſhall exempt us from 


paying the window-tax for ever. Or, in other 


terms, 
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terms, We will be juſt to ſome of our fellow-ſab- 
jets, if you will give us leave to wrong all our 
Fellow-ſabjeQs, to ſhake off your authority, and 
to break Chriſt's capital commandment, Render to 
all their bu Es, eſpecially taxes to Cæſar. 55 

If this is a true ſtate of the caſe, are you not 
partial, Sir, when you repreſent the parliament as 
„% cutting the throats”? of the Coloniits, becauſe the 
Coloniſts will not be taxed by the parliament? Is 
it not rather the Coloniſts, who want to cut the 
throats of our ſoldiers, becauſe the king and par- 
liament juſtly infiſt on proper ſatisfaction for the- 
injury done to Britiſh merchants by the petty ty- 
rants of Boſton? | 

An illuſtration will make you fill more ſenfible 
of your miſtake. Suppoſe 1 harbour a parcel of 
houſe-breakers, or ſhip-breakers, who have ſtolen 
or deſtroyed your goods; and ſuppoſe you obtain 
a legal warrant, and come attended with a num- 


* 


ber of armed conſtables to recover your property, 


or apprehend the felons; if I raiſe a mob to hin- 


der the conſtables from doing their office, and if 
ſome throats are cut in the endeavour which the 
conſtables make not to fall into the hands of the 
armed mob which ſurrounds them ; 1s the guilt of 
cutling throats chargeable upon 5%, who act ac- 
cording to law, and in a zuft nets: Is it not ra- 
ther chargeable upon ae, who wantonly oppoſe. 


the legiſlative pm and can ſay nothing in de- 
Fence of myſel 


and my mob, but that the felons 
protect are not felons, but ſpirited” patriots ; or, 
that I ſhall pay you for damages, if you will promiſe 


to ſuffer yourſelf to be wronged of more money 


than the wrong you have ſuſtained amounts to 7 
Sappoſe that the doctrine of taxation, which is 
the remote cauſe of our divifians, admits of ſome 
objections, as the plaineſt doctrines always do; 
[for the brighteſt clouds have their obſcure fide, 
and the moſt ſhining diamond«s caſt a faint ſhade ;] 


yet the immediate cauſe of the American war, the 


refuſing 


Let. 25. el 
reſuſiog to. make reſtitution · for goods feloniouſly, 


deſtroyed, has no ſhadow of difficulty. Whoever - 
is 4oncft enough, to diſapproue the . malicious. de 


ſtruction of an innocent man's property; — wh 
ever is con/cientions enough, to praiſe the ſteadineſs 
of a government, which ſtands by -oppreied-twbjodts 
whom it is bound to protect; - and whoever is ſo far 
a lover of order, as to blame a wanton oppoſition 
to the ſovereign, when he diſcharges his duty ; 


muſt confeſs, that the guiit of cutting throats“ 


in America, is properly cauſed by the obſtinate in- 
 Juttice of. the American patriots ; and not by the 
moderate taxes laid by the Britiſh legiſlature. To 

aſſert the contrary is almoſt as great a miſtake in 
JI as it is in divinity to hint, that the mi- 
ſeries conſequent upon man's fall, were not pro- 
perly cauſed by the tempter's artful miſrepreſen- 
tations, and by Adam's wilful rebellion ; but by 
God's reaſonable demand of a little proof of A- 
dam's loyalty, _ : 8 | 


And now, Sir, if I have duly confirmed my | 


| proofs, that the doctrine of taxation which you 
oppoſe, is juſt in every point of view; — if I have 
ſhewn that you . loyal ſubjection with ab- 
ject ſla very; — if I have demonſtrated, that your 
notions concerning the ſapreme power of the peo- 
pies are ſubverſive of all government; —and if I 


ave made appear, that you do not fix the charge 


of wantonly ** cutting threats“ upon thoſe who 
are properly guilty of that atrocious crime ; may 
I nor call upon your ratiooal and moral feelings 
to decide, if J have not vindicated my Viedica- 
tion? And are you not as precipicate, when you 
Pronounce me one of the moit unmeaning and 
unfair diſputants that ever took up the polemical 


. gauntlet,” as when you inſinuate that the Britiſh 


legiſlature. ** commits robbery,” becauſe it lays a 
moderate tax upon thoſe who have long balked in 
the beams of its protection, and have acquired 
immenſe wealth under the guardian thadow of its 


flags and ſtandards? 
| Hoping 
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Hoping that no controverſial heat will make us 
forget that we are fellow-creatures, fellow-ſub- 
jets, fellow-proteſtants, and fellow- labourers in 
the goſpel of truth and love; I aſk a part in your 
eſteem, equal to that which [notwithſtanding your 
heats and miſtakes] you have in the cordial reſpect 


Mo 
| Rev. Sir * 
3 Your affectionate brother 


and obedient fervant, 


| J. . 
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Rev. Sin, | 


7 * 
CF 
„„ 


F I have anſwered en in the preceding letters, 
| I I may look your ſecond in the face: I mean 
the ingenious Dr. Price, whom you call to your _ 0 
help in your notes, and whoſe arguments you in- 55 
troduce by this high encomium: Dr. Price's 
| * moſt excellent pamphlet juſt publiſhed, carries 
j © conviction in every page, and breathes that no- 
© ble ſpirit of libergy, for which the author ſo 
* ably plead . 15 | 
Page 46, your firſt quotation from him runs - 
thus: In the 6th of George II. an act paſſed 
« for impoſing certain duties on all foreign ſpi- . 
« rits—and ſugars imported into the plantations, | 1 
* In this ad the duties impoſed are ſaid to be gi- | 
„ven and granted by the parliament to the king, | 
% .&c, and a ſmall direct revenue was drawn by jt 1 
4 from them.” — The Doctor intimates ſoon after, S 3 
that this revenue- act was at worſt only the ex-. | " 
«+ erciſe of a power, which then they [the Colo- | | 1 
« niſts] ſeem not to have thought much of con. 
4 teſting ; 1 mean the power of taxing them Ex- 
„ TERNALLY-'' — I thank Dr. Price and you, 
Sir, for thus granting that the Coloniſts were tax. 
ed before the preſent parliament and the, preſent 
reign. This ſhews that the odium caſt upon the 
preſent government, ſprings more from prejudice 
than from reaſon, If George II. his whig- miniſ- 
try, and his approved parliament, raiſed a «© di- 


rect 
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rect revenue“ by taxing the Colonies, why do the 


American patriots inſinuate that George III. the 
preſent miniſtry, and the preſent parliament are 
robbers, becauſe they raiſe a direct revenue by 
taxinz the Coloaiits? And how ſtrangely does 


Dr. Price forget himſelf, where he ſays; How 


« great would be our happine/s could we now recall 
« former times, and return to the policy of the laſt 
% reigns ?* What have our lawgivers done after 


all? Truly they have recalled former times, and 
returned to the policy of the laſi reign ; and yet Dr. 


P. inſtead of being thankful for ear happineſsy 
frightens the public with moſt dreadful hints about 


the infatuation. of. our governors, and the danger 
of a general wreck;' juſt as if his grand buſi- 
neſs was to ſpirit up the Coloniſts, and to. deject 


his own countrymen. | 


<, 


in the preſent reign they have been taxed 1NTER- 
NALLY, But if this diſtinction is frivolous,” will 


it reflect any praiſe on your patriotiſm ? And that 
it is ſuch, I prove by the following argument: 
A diſtinction about taxation, which has: no foun- 
dation in reaſon, ſaripture, or the. conflitution, is 
 ſrivolous : But Dr. Price's diſtindtion has no foun- 
dation in reaſon, ſcripture, or the conftitution:; - 


And therefore it is frivolous in the preſent contro- 
verſy, Should you conteſt the ſecond propoſition 
of this ſyllogiſm, I. aſk.: By what dictates of rea- 


ſoz does it appear, that, if taxes are due by ſub- 
jects to their ſovereign, they. may not be levied + 


internally, by rates upon the goods we. already 


poſſeſs, as well as externally, by duties upon goods 


imported, which purchaſe has not yet made odr 


own? Where does St. Paul charge chriſtians to 


Pay taxes, if they are. externally taxed ; and to fly 


to arms, if they are taxed inte nally? Did not 


Chriſt ſpeak of internal. taxes, when he commas I 
. | <q 


The Dr. it is true, tries to obviate this difficul. 

ty by making @ diſtinètion between external: and 
internal taxes; inſinuating that in the late reign 
the Coloniſts were taxed. EXTERNALLY, whereas - 


1 


Let. 3. . 
ed the Jews to render Cæſar what was his? And 


is there any law, either of God or of the realm, 
which allows the legiſlative power to tax the ſub- 


jects of Great Britain externally, and precludes it 
from taxing them internally? . 


| The Doctor's diſtinQion is not only unſcriptaral | 


and unconſtitutional, but unreaſonable; im as much 
as it would, in a great degree, enable ſubjects to 
avoid paying taxes at all. Suppoſe, for example, 


we could be taxed only EXTERNALBY, by means 
of duties laid upon imported goods, ſudh as tea, 


coffee, foreign wines, and rum; might we not, if 
I may ſo ſpeak, farve the government by drinking 
only ſage or balm-tea, ale, made-wines, and ſpi- 
Tits diſtüled from our own. wheat ?—The Doctor's 
diſtinction is not only unreaſonable, but unju/t» 
Why ſhould the Colonies enjoy greater privileges 


than the mother-country ?. Why ſhould Britons be 
taxed externally and internally, whether they have 


votes or not, and the Americans ONLY externally : 
| when both have their property internally and exter- 


ally guarded by the proteQive power ? \ If | owed . 
my lawyer reaſonable fees amountiog to ten pounds, 


what would you think of my honeſty if | ſaid to 
him, Sir, I give you leave to pay yourſelf by. de- 
manding a ſhilling from me, every time I drink a 


glaſs of, claret or a diſh of chocolate: But I declare 


to you, that, except in ſuch caſes, I will take you 

for a robber, if you lay claim to any part of my 
| Property ?—The Doctor's diſtinction is not only 
unjuſt in the preſent caſe, but it might prove 452 
| ferudtive to the commonwealth. It is granted on 


all ſides, that taxes and money are the ſinews of 


the government. If external taxes did not bring 
in money enough to diſcharge the neceſſary ex: 
E of the ſtate; and if the ſovereign could not 


would become of the kingdom ? . Muſt it not fall 
a wanton ſacrifice to Dr. Price's political rene: 
ments? I hope, Sir, that if you weig" theſe ob- 
ſervations, you will own th..t bis book, ingenious 
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ay internal taxes to ſupply that deficiency, what 
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46 It is, far from 3 carrying eonvidtion in every 
page,” carries frivolouſneſs, and miſchievous 3b. 
furdity in the very firſt Quotation which you pro- 
duce from him: And we thay well foppoſe you did 


not pick out his weakeſt argü ment, to ſupport the 


praiſes which you beſtow on his moſt excellent 
pamphlet.“ b 15 wo 
But let us hear him out. You continue p. 47, 
to quote him chus. Te fampindt was paſſed. 


„ This being kn attempt to rax them internally; 


4 and a diredt· attack on their property, by a pow- 
„ er which uod not ſuffer itfelf to be queſtion- 


ed; which esſed 77/7 by Toading chen; and 


* to which it was impoſſible to fix any bounds; 
ce they were thrown at once, from one end of the 
« continent to the other, into feſiſtan ce and rage.“ 
This ſounds well to the ear; but jodieious patri- 
ots, who expect to find the kernel of truth under 


the ſpecidus ſhell of fine words, may be a little 


diſappointed- Permit me, Sir, to break the ſhell, 


and to fee if the kernel is ſound. 


(1) 4. attempt 10 tar fubjefts MIX NAIL 
a dire dittuck on their property ! And what if it 


is? When reaſonable taxes are dr, may they not 


be diredy demanded? And that they are Jue 

do you not grant, p. 27, where you ſo much re- 
ſent my ſuppoſing, that you deny zhe NECESsSs1- 
TY of ſubjefs paying taxes,“ whether they be ex- 


ternal or internal ?— (z) The lepiſtative power o 


Great Britain ond rot ſuffer itſelf to be queſtioned l 
The Doctor ſhonld have aid, that it awould not 
Fuffer itſelf to be deprived of its right of demand- 
ing reaſonable taxes for expenſive protection; an 


inconteſtible right this, which yon allo none de- 


ny but political Quixotes.“ — (3) But this poab- 
er eaſes ITSELF by loading TEU]! And what if 
it does ? Is the ſovereign to bear all the national 
expence without being g@/ez by his fubjects? Or 
are ſome of the ſubjects to bear all the burden, 
without being enſed by others who are able to 


Belp them? Where ts either the equity or reaſon- 


Mlenefs of this objection ? — (4) But it is 8 5 


— 


Al. to fix any bounds to this, power! I have already 


 hewn, that nothing can be, eaier, than, ta fix pros 


| wrong ip Dr, Frice tg aſſert, that it is. imp 


| , Rr: 
Per bounds to the powen of: taxing the Colonies, 
The parliament can enact, that the Caloniſts thatf 
be: taxed as; the Britons are; making the Goloniſts 
a, proper allowance ſor the ſyperior,.commercial priy 
vileges ef the mothercoantry. Soppoſing, for. in- 
ſtance, that the privileges. of, Britiſſi ſahjects are 
four times greater than the privileges, of, American 
ſohjects, the taxes of the American, ſubjects might 
be four times lighter. than, ours: Fhuz,, When we 
pay four ſhillings ia the pound, they, might pay 
only ang ſhil hing: And, When f Ur article | 
 Ipportancee. are.taxed\iv England, Ang 
be. taxed in America. It ig therefore 2 4. 
4 ta 


Ar any bands to. the, paper af patliamentary taxa- 
ton. And. de ban haaged patriots, a 4 
bim for. encreafing, by ach agrees afſrion 
the abſurd rage into which the, Colonifts”” have 
*.tfrown”” themſelves, © from ang end of the, conti - 
d nent to tlie ot her. 1 4 = | 
Page 48, Vou take up again Pr. Price's truly 
© valuable tract, and enrich' your piece with a 
F note from this. capital writer upon the ſabject. 
in reference to the American charters he ſpeaks 
with true dignity. as follows: The queſtion 
& ,with all liberal enquirers ought to be, not what 
juxiſdiction over them, | the. — 4 I precedents, 
+ ſtatutes, and charters give, but what reaſon and, 
& equity, and the rights of humanity give.” Sir, 
this is the very firſt teſt, to which, I have brought 
your American patriotiſm. The Doctor ipſinuates 
indeed that the power, which taxes the Americans, 
will not ſuffer. its rights to be gue/iioned, But this 
is a miſtake, The legiſlature of great Britain is 
too equitable, not to give up. the right of reaſona- 
bly taxing the Coloniſts, whom they have ſo long 
protected; if you, Sir, Dr. Price, or the Con- 
greſs, can prove that reaſon, equity, and rhe rights 
of humanity ate againſt * taxation. Have you 
* * ; : 2 i 5 a QPp 


* 
5 „ BO 3, <a tb 
bot yourſelf granted the propricty' and neceſſity of 

84 JECTS paying płoportionable 7axes for the good 
of the whole empire? Is it reaſonable” or eguitable 
That Great Britain ſhovid bear alf the burden of the 
navy, which protects the Colonies and their trade? 
Js it *contrary to ** zhe rights e humanity*'to' de- 
mand a penny for a penny-l6af, or, which comes 
do the ſame thing, to demand reaſonahle taxes for 
royal prote&io 7 Or do parent ſtates violate 1 
riger of humanity” in demianding ſome aſfiſtane: 
from the growing ſtates, to which they have given 
birth, when thoſe fates are well able to bear the 
eaſy burden? As ſoon will Dr. Price perſoade 
me, that it is contrary. to “ the rights of humanity” 
in twelve lubberly young fellows, who have always 
enjoyed the benefit of their father's houſe, and who 
Lan get more money than their father, to give him 
fomething towards the payment of the window-tax, 
when he 1s n debts, and wants ſome 
aſfltanes to pay.that aa. 
Page 40, Vou continue to quote the Doctor thus: 
Did they not ſettle under the faith, of 'charters, 
„ which promiſed them the enjoyment of all the 
rights of Engliſhmen?” Granted; But did theſe 
charters 8 them rights /zperior to thoſe of 
Engliſhmen? Is it not evident, that if the Colo- 
vifts enjoy the right of being protected by the legiſ- 
tative power of Great Britain, without paying 
taxes to that power, they enjoy a right /uperior to 
that of Engliſhmen, who- are bound to pay taxes 
for Britiſh protection? FVV 
The Doctor goes on. Theſe charters allowed: 
them to: tax themſelves, and to be goyerned by: 
« legiſlatures . of their own, ſimilar to ours“ 
Granted.in one ſenfe :. namely in the ſame fenſe, in 
which charters have been granted to corporations. 
Corporate bodies are allowed to tax themſelves in a 
ſubordinate manner, and id be governed by legiſla - 
tures of their own, ſi milar to that of Great Britain. 
Thus tbe city of London is governed by a Lord 
Mayor, who fepreſents the king; by a court of 
n en 
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aldermen, which repreſents the high court of par- 


fiament; and by a body of livery-men and free- 
men, which anſwers to the body of voting burgeſſes 
and freeholders in Great Britain. And l ſuppoſe 
all together can raiſe money for the ſupport of the 


corporation, by means of ſome peculiar rates, or 


fubordinate taxes. Now if the citizens of London 


roſe againſt parliamentary taxation, under pretence 


that they are, and always have been taxed by their 
own- magiſtrates; they would ſhew themſelves as 
unjuſt as the Coloniſts, and as good logicians as Dr. 
Price. What have ſebordinate taxes for the main- 


tenance of lamp lighters, watch men, and trained : 


bands, to do with the primary taxes, by which the 

army and the navy are ſupported? When raſh pa- 
triots avail themſelves of the payment of the fr 

mer taxes, to refuſe paying the latter; do they” 
ſhew more wiſdom and equity than I ſhould do, if I 
quarrelled with my phyfician for demanding of 
me ten guineas for ten viſits, and diſmiſſed him 


with the following ſpeech: vir, I claim all the 


rights of Engliſhmen, nor will | be duped by you. 
J do not deny paying fees, but I will not'pay any 
to you. I will diſcharge my apothecary's bill; bur: 
as for your demands, they are contrary. to reaſon, 
* equity, and the rights of humanity.” Americah- 


patriots might give me thanks, and compliment me: 


with the freedom of London in a golden box, for 


ſuch a ſpirited oppoſition to-tyranny and robbery ;. 


but lam of opinion, that Britiſh. patriots would hard- 

ly think me worthy of the freedom-of Old Sarum in 
a wooden box And if the phyſician was *©* throwe- 
« into rage” by my provoking injpitice, he might 
8 think that I deſerved:a very different box, 
from that which Dr. Price has been lately pre ſented 
W th. ; f IS 


Bot the Doctor has an anſwer ready. Speaking: 


of the Coloniſts he ſays. I hey are taxed to ſup- 
„ port their own governments: —Muſt they main- 


„ tain to governments? Mult they ſubmit to be 


triple taxed-?” To ſhe the frivolouſneſs of this: 
Sb FI argument, 


T7. Let. 38 


argument, I need only farther apply it to my phyſici · 
— 2 Sir, e of me 31 
attendance, but I have already feed my apothecary: 
Miuſt I maintain tap of yon? Muſt 1 ſubmir to 
triple taxed? What! muſt I pay my ſurgeon too! 
You anreaſonable men, will you all agree to enflave 
me? You pack of r, will you leave me nothing 
that T cas call my own® ere ee 
- Whilſt yon are ſtruck with the fallacy of this pa- 
triotic argument, I proceed to ſome obſervations 
upon Dr. t rice's doctrine, with reſpect to the CHAR- 
TERS of the Colonies. To ſuppoſe, that their char- 
ters exempt them from paying taxes to the Britiſh 
government for eyer, is not oaly contrary to the 
refs terms of the charter, of Penſylvania ; 118 
alſo to all probability. Whabroling power wou 4 
be fo unwiſe as to ſuffer the emigration of ſubjects, 
Out of a country which is not overſtocked with in- 
habitants, into one where that power has claims 
and poſſeſſions, unleſs it was aſſured of retainin 
the right of ſupremucy over thoſe emigrated ſubjects 
Ls it reaſonable to think, that a power would thus 
weaken irfe}f? And is it not the right of ſupreme 
Taxation in ſeparably connected with the right of /#- 
Freme goverment tete 
Again: When one of our kings granted a char- 
ter to the Coloniſts, did he not grant it as being the 
head of the legiſlative power of Great Britain :— 
a power this, whoſe ſhips bad taken poſſeſſion of 
North America? Was it not as the repreſentative 
of all this power, that he figned the charter? Sup- 
poſe the Lord Mayor of London, as political head 
of that city, had granted me leave to build a houſe 
vpon ſome waſte ground belonging to the city: And 
ſoppoſe he had helped me to build it with ſome ma- 
terials, the property of the city, and had from time 
to time preſerved it from being robbed and burned, 
dy ſending me watchmen, fire-men, and fire- 
engiaes from the city; would it be right in me to 
Tay, I acknowledge myſelf indebted -to the Lord 
Mayor; asa Lord; but as for bis K 
5 | ; Alty: 
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alty, and ſhe council of alderman, I bid them de- 
fiance, and deny my being ander the leaſt obliga- 


tion of ſubmitting myſelf to them. In ſhort, Iam 


willing that the Mayor of London ſhould be my 
governor ; but if the body of the corporation claims 
authority over me, and demands of me, who am 
neither one of the livery nor a freeman, city rates to 


pay the watchmen or buy new fire-engines, 1 with 
w both them and the Lord Mayor; that Iam'a p- 


7riat, and that T can defend my property and protect 
my perſon, Could you help ſmiling at the abfur- 
dity of ſuch a ſpeech ?/ And think yon, De. Price 
hiafelf could prove, that the diſt inction which the 
Colonifts make between the ing and the parliament, 
between the zd and the holy of 'the Britth legi- 
Nature, is not as trifling and unge neroue, as the 
di ſtinction I make between the Lorwhiy of the Mayor 
of London, and the London-mayoralty;* or between 
e and the body of that reſpectable corpora- 
Too return: After ſaying that the arguments 

drawn from the charters for the Colonies appear to 
hun greatly to outweigh the arguments again 
* them, Dr. Price ſpeaks thus: Bot I lay no 
* ftreſs on charters. They [the Colonies} derive 
„ their rights from a higher ſource.” It is incon- 


“ fiſtent with common ſenſe to imagine, that any 


* people woold ever think of ſettling ia a diſtaut 
country on any fach condition, as that the peo- 
* ple from whom they withdrew, ſhould for ever 
« be matters of their property, and have power to 
. © ſubject them to any modes of government they 
v< pleaſed.” —The flaw of this argument conſiſts in 
ümputing to Great Britain falfe claims, which never 
entered into the minds of our legiſlators. When 


did the partiament ſay, they would for ever be 


maſters of the property of the Colonifts,” any other- 
wife than they are maſters of the property of Eng- 

liſhmen ?—lf the king and parliament claim the 
right of making ftatutes of ſufficient force to bind 


the Colonies in a/ caſes what/orver,” does not can · 
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argument, I need only farther apply it to my phy ſici« 
an's caſe, thus: Sir, you demand fees of me for your 


0 
attendance, bur I have already feed my apothecary: 
Moſt I maintain zavo. of yon? Muſt 1 ſubmit to 
triple taxed? What! mutt I pay my ſargeon too! 
You anreaſonable men, will you all agree to enflave 
me? You pack of r-—s, will you leave ze nothing 
that T car call my own? reef 
- Whilſt you are ftruck with the fallacy of this pa- 
triotic argument, I proceed to ſome obſervations. 

upon Dr. t rice's doctrine, with reſpect tothe cn Ak- 
TERS of the Colonies. To ſuppoſe, that their char- 
ters exempt them from paying taxes to the Britiſh 
government -foreyer, is not only contrary to the 
refs terms of the charter of Penſylvania ; but 
alſo to all probability. What ruling power would 
be ſo unwiſe as to ſuffer the emigration of ſubjects, 
ont of a country which is not overſtocked with in- 
habitants, into one where that power has claims 
and poſſeſſions, anleſs it was aſſured of retainin 
the right of ſupnemacy over thoſe emigrated ſubjects 
Is it reaſonable to think, that a power would thus 
weaken irfe}lf? And is it not the aight of /upreme 
taxation in ſeparably connected with the right of /- 
„„ Co... oo. 
Again: When one of our kings granted a char- 
der to the Colonitts, did he not grant it as being the 
head of the legiſlative. power of Great Britain :— 
a power this, whoſe ſhips bad taken poſſeſſion of 
North America? Was it not as the repreſentative 
of all this power, that he ſigned the charter? Sup- 
poſe the Lord Mayor of London, as 2 head 
of that city, had granted me leave to build a bouſe 
upon ſome waſte ground belonging to the city: And 
ſoppoſe he had helped me to build it with ſome ma- 
terials, the property of the city, and had from time 
to time preſerved it from being robbed and burned, 
dy ſendiog me watchmen, fire-men, and fire- 
engines from the city; would it be right in me to 

"Tay, I acknowledge myſelf indebted to the Lord 
Mayor, as a Lord; but as for his r 
. ap 
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alty, and the council of alderman, bid them de - 
fiance, and deny my being under the leaſt obliga- 


tion of ſubmitting myſelf to them. In ſhort, Iams 


willing that the Mayor of London ſhoutd be my 
governor ; but if the body of the corporation claims 
autbority over me, and demands of me, who am 
neither vne of the livery nor a freeman, city rates to 
pay the watchmen or buy new fire-engrnes, 1 with 
w both them and the Lord Mayor, that I am a pa- 
Fridt, and that I can defend my property and protect 
my perſon, Could you help fmiliug at the abſur - 
dity of ſuch a ſpeech? And think yon, Dr. Price 
hiafelf cootd prove, that the diſt inction which the 
Colonifts make between the Hing aud the parliament, 
between the nd and the 6540 of the Britiſm legi- 
Nature, is not as trifling and unge neroue, as the 
di ſtinction I make between the Lordhiy of the Mayor 
7 London, and the London-muyoralty;* or between 
The head, and the body of that reſpectable corpora» 
oO EP GUY OS} 33 FRO. * 
To return: After ſaying that the arguments 
drawn from the charters for the Cofomies appear to 
hin greatly ro outweigh the arguments again? 
* them, Dr. Price ſpeaks thus: Bot I lay no 
* ſtreſs on charters. They [the Colonies} derive 


& their rights from a * ſource.” E is incon- 


* fiſtent with common to imagine, that any 
people woold ever think of ſettling ia a diſtance 
„ country on any ſuch condition, as that the peo- 
ple from whom they withdrew, ſhould for ever 

« be maſters of their property, and have power to 
4 ſubject them to any modes of government they 
1 pleaſed.” —The flaw 'of this argument conſiſts in 
imputing to Great Britain falſe claims, which never 


entered into the minds of our legiſlators. When 


did the partiament ſay, they would ** for ever be 
maſters of the property of the Colonifts,” any other- 
wife than they are maſters of the property of Eng- 


 tiſhmen ?—lf the king and parltament claim the 


right of making ftatutes of ſufficient force to bind 
the Colonies in a// caſes what/orver,” does not cans 
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dor dictate, that they only mean all caſes wherein 
they have power to bind Engliſhmen ?—And is not 
Dr. Franklin too warm; when, availing himſelf 
of the laconic manner in which this reaſonable 
claim is expreſſed, he renders the legiſlative power 
odious, by inſiauating that it pretends to the autho- 
ri:y of compelling the Coloniſts, if it pleaſes, to 
% worſhip the devil? Once more: When did the 
Britiſh legiſlature claim the right of /ubiedting the 
Americans te any modes of government they pleaſe," 
whether theſe modes be ever ſo fooliſh or tyrannical-? 

Is it not wrong in Dr. Price and Dr. Fravklin, to 
fix upon our doctrine invidious conſequences, which 


have not the leaſt connexion with our principles? 


W hat character could I pot blaſt, and whom. could 

I not repreſent as a rapacious tyrant, if I intimated 
that, when ever a maſter claims the authority o 

reaſonably commanding his ſervants in all things, 

| he aſames the authority of making them “ worſhip 
<« the devil if be pleaſes; and that, when ever 

the Lord of a manor inſiſts on his chiefrie, a lawyer 
en his fees, a mĩniſter on his tithes, and a Sovereign 

on teaſonable taxes; they pretend to be ** for ever 
«© maſlers of the property” of their vaſſals, tenants, 

clients, flocks, and ſabjects; ſo that the abyje# 

Raves can call nathing which they have their own? 
Can we lament too much the miſtake of divines, 
who, by ſuch ungenerous inſinuations, inflame the. 

keated patriots, and pour contempt. on their righte 

ful governors? | | | OP 

Page 49, You continue to quote Dr. Price thus: 
% Had there been expreſs ſtipulations to this pur» 

++ poſe in all the charters of the Colonies, they 

« would, in my opinion, be no more bound by 

£ them, than if it had been ſtipulated with them, 

& that they ſhould go naked, or expoſe them- 
« ſelves to the incurfions of wolves and tygers,”” 
The Doctor is highly worthy to be your ſecond, 
Sir. We have ſeen how you gonfound the right, 

- Which che protecting power has to reaſonable tax» 
es, with the right which an highwayman bas to 
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A traveller's money: and we ſee here that Dr. Price 


abſurdly compares a- ſcriptural demand of moderate 
taxes, with an immodeſt command of going naked; 
and with a tyrannical edit of encountering 
44 Wolves and tygers. If ſuch method of argu- 
ing is conſiſtent either with ſound logick cr chriſtian 
candor, I conſent that the Doctor's gold- box be ſer 
with rubies and diamonds. © 1 
The Doctor's argument is not only founded on 


an abſurd compariſon; bit jit can alſo be retorted 


in this manner? . day ao fegt on charts. The 


Ekiag and parliament, ** derive their rights? of tax - 


ing their American ſubjects fem an higher ſource.”? 
„Had there been expreſs ftipulations in all the char- 
“ fers, that the Colonies ſhould ever be protected 
by Great Britain, without paying proportionable 
taxes as other ſubjects, it may be queried if the 
king and parliament would be any more bound by 
ſuch ſtipulations, than they would be bound by 2 
charter of the late king, ſappoſing he had gratized 
to all the Scotchmen and Vorkſhiremen Who have 
no vote, the privilege of paying no taxes to the 


government for ever. Might not ſuch a charter be 


not taxes be laid as proportionably as it is poſſible 
upon all the ſubjects? Can the king abſolutely 


give up the rights of one part of Nis ſubjects to the 


_ other, any mote tban he can juſtly ſay,” that when 
the parliament lays a tax of 46. in the pound, 
Middleſex ſhall pay nothing for ever, becauſe the 
trade of London brings in an immenſe revenue to 
the government? If theſe queries recommend. 
themielves to your reaſon, Sir; is it not evident 
that Dr. Price's argument can be properly retorted, 


and that he is equally miſtaken, whether he appeals 


to © charters,” or to an higher ſource? © 


| , Paſs we on to his dofrine concerving the o,, 
or PowsR. P. 69, You introduce ham ag_ſpeak-_ 
ing l thus: I am ſenſible, that, all I-bave been 
_ *5 ſaying would be very abſurd, were the opinions 
« jutt, which ſome have maintained concerning 


the 
. | 
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ac the ori in of: government. According to theſe 


* opinions, government is not zie creature ef the 
1% zeople: or the reſult: of a convention between 
* them and their rulers : But there are certain men 


Who poſſeſs in themſelves; independently on the 


* wilt of the people, a right of gouerniag them, 


$85. which they derive-from che Deny.” From this 


quotation it is evident, that, according to Dr. Price's 


2 inciples and your own, ** Government: is the erta- 


"ture" of the people. In full oppoſition. to this 


* 


doctrine I affert that "Gowernmant i abe creature of 


God. It is ag abfart to ſay, that government is the 


creature of the people, as td maintain, that religfas 


and marriage are the creatures. of the people. Al. 


that 1 can feaſonably grant the Doctor is, that as 
adultery and ſoxnication, ſuperſtition and idolatry 
are the creatures of im moral and irreligious men; 
fo bed government, which includes cœfuſtan an 

P is the creature of wicked, men. 
Government is not leſa peceſſari in the moral 


world, than the ſubordinate. motion of the planets 


in the natorab. As God appointed the, gran 
Auminaries to rule the day and the niglu; ſo he ap- 
pointed the higher powers to. rule the leſa. When 
he manifeſted himſelf to rationals by his works on 
his word, and impreſſed their minds with a ſenſe 
ef their high obligations to him, he inſtituted x= 


11eron. When he ſaid, I i make man. an help 


meet for him, and jeined Adam and Eve together in 


their human capacity; bidding them increaſe. and 


multiply, he inſtituted MARRIA 0B. And when he 
ſaid to them, in their regal capacity, Have dominion; 
he delegated governing power, and ioſtituted qo- 
VERNMENT on earth; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
he-cauſed that celeſtial plant to take root in para- 
diſe; whence, with divers degrees of degeneracy, 
it has overſpread the civilized parts of the earth. 
If-this-is the caſe, is not Dr. Price under a capital 
miſtake, when he makes government the creature 
* of the people?” And does he not flatly contra- 
dict St. James, who ſays, De not err : Every * 
"LL 1 27 
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fr und confe quently 6over mt, one of the 
oſt public Wan is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father 'of lights ? 1 | 
Vou will probably erdeayour to render this doe- 
trine odious by inſinuating, that it makes the peo- 


ple altogether paſſive in matter of government, re- 
gion, and marriage. Nay, Dr. Price does tt al- 
ready where he ſays, that, according to the ſcheme 


be oppoſes, ſome men poſſeis a right of governing 


V independently on the will of the people.“ This 
aſſertion is true in one ſenſe, and falſe in another; 
It is trae that the higher powers muſt govern the 
leſs, and that Sovereigns have a right of ruling 
their fubjets for good, ** independently on the avill 
* "of the people.. That is, fuppoling the people 
wantonly dethroned their Sovereigns, to ſet up 
anarchy on the ruins of every legiſlature ; it is true 
that ſuch ſovereigns ſhould ſtill have a rig to rule 
ſuch unruly ſabjects; jult as a captain, againft 
whom his ſoldiers wantonly rife, has fill a right to 
command them, . whether they woill he commanited or 
ot. If this were not true, rebellion and treafon 


were no fin at all; the heinouſneſs of thoſe crimes = 


conſifiing in a wanton refiſting of -a power, which 
poſſeſſes a right of governing us, whether ave will 
be governtd or not. But if Dr. Price imimates, that 
our doctrine ſuppoſes he quill .of the people has abſo- 
| tutely no ſhare in our doctrine of government, be 
greatly miſtakes: For. we think that the will of a 
majority of the people is as indiſpenſably neceſfary 
to the ſupport of c:9z/ government in the ſtate, 26 
the will of a majority of the ſoldiers is neceſſary to 
the ſupport of -z/irary government in the army. 


Nevertheleſs the conſent of the people to be go- 
verned by their Sovereign, and of the ſoldiers co 


de commanded by tbeir general, is not the ground 
or origin of the Sovereign's and general's autho- 
rity. It is = only [cauſa ſine quũ non] a requi- 
ſite, without which Sovereigus and generals can» 

not exerciſe their authority. Wt 


— 
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Some illuſtrations may help you to underſtand, 


this nice point of doctrine. Men are bound to 


pay God a reaſonable ſervice, whether they will 
er not. A wife is bound to obey her huſband in 
all reaſonable things, whether willingly or un- 
willingly. And ſubjects are bound to obey their 
fovereign in all reaſonable and lawful things, hows. 
ever averſe they may be to it. Nor is it leſs ab- 
ſurd to make a lawful ſovereign's claim” to the obe- 
dience of his ſubjects, depend upon their will ; 
than to make the right which a huſband has of 


ruliog his wife, depend upon her caprice; or the 


right which God has to our adoration, turn upon 


chaſe, they might undoubtedly chu/e thoſe which 


our conſent. Nevertheleſs if wives will abſolutely 
refuſe to ſubmit to their huſbauds, finners to their 
God, and ſubjects to their king, they can ſhake 
off the yoke of ſubjection and affect domeſtic, re- 
ligious, and civil indeþendence. But then the 
Purpoſes of marriage, religion. and government 
are defeated; and a threefold rebellion takes place. 
It will de proper here to trace back to its ſource 
the error about liberty, which Dr. Price has adopt- 
ed from Roaſſeau, the great Geneva patriot: A fa» 
tal error this, by which that fanciful politician has 
kindled the flame of difcord in his own country, 
This error confiſts in inferring, that, becauſe a 
ſavage, who lives alone in a wood, 1» his own go, 
vernor, and can legiſlate for himſelf; a man, who 
lives in civil ſociety can do the TY But is not 
this as abſurd as to ſuppoſe, that becauſe a man 
who is not liſted, and of courſe is under no mili- 
tary government, can go backward or forward 
when he pleaſes ; therefore a ſoldier in the field of 
battle has a right to legiſlate for himſelf, and ad- 
vance or retire juſt when he thinks proper? ; 

1 grant that if a number of ſavages, living like 


wild beaſts without religion, marriage and govern- 


ment, could be prevailed on to enter upon a ieligi- 


- Ous, conjugal and civil life; among all the religi: 


ons, women, and govetuments which they coul 


they 
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they. thought beſt. This, after a cloſe enquiry, 
would be both their right and their duty. And 
ſuppoſe they had miſtaken idolatry for religion, 
an inceſtuous union for marriage, and tyranny for 
government; they would be bound to alter their 
plan, becauſe ſuch capital miſtakes are deſtructive of 
the ſalutary ends propoſed in religion, marriage, and 
rc Again: When they had agreed to em- 
race a religious, conjugal, aud. civil life; they 
might agree to wwor/hip God ſtanding or kneeling, 
in. open air or in a church, in hymns or in prayers, 
Kc. They might agree to marry before two wit - 
nefles, or two hundred, and to do ut by giving 
and receiving a ring, or only by joining hands: | 
And they might embrace a monarchical, ariſtocra- 
tical, or demoeratical government; or they might, 
as the Engliſh have done, combine thoſe three 
ſorts of governments, and ſubmit at once to a 
king, an houſe of lords, and an houſe of com- 
mons. But if they had once eſpouſed a true reli - 
gion, lawful wives, and a lawful government; 
they would {in againſt God, their neighbour, and 
their gwn ſouls ; — they would be guilty of impie- 
ty, adultery, and rebellion; if they wantonly 
changed their religion, their wives, and their ſo- 
 vereign. | CEE 1 F7 
The reaſon is evident. Men who never had any 
religion, wife, or ſovereign, are tied to no religi- 
on, wife or ſovereign. But as ſoon as they are 
bound by ſacramental ordinances to p-ofeſs a cer- 
rain religion; by conjugal promiſes to cleave to a 
certain woman; and by oaths of allegiance to ſub- 
mit to a certain ſovereign ; they are highly guilty 
if they break thro' their engagements without a 
capital reaſon. I ſay wwithour a CAPITAL reaſon, 
becauſe, as God allows divorce in caſe of àndenia · 
ble adultery ; ſo he permits our renouncing a 
church axdeniably and capitally corrupt, and our 
_ withdrawing from a government undeniably ard 
capitally tyrannical. I lay a peculiar emphaſis up- 
on the words und:niably and capitally, to make 


room for the ſcriptural doctrine which you ad- 
vance, p. 66, The perſonal vices of our gover- 
„% nors, and any ſlight error in their adminiſtrati- 
on, will not juſtify our reſiſting them ;” much 
leſs will an imaginary error or a per yas 1 ſuſpici- 
on do it. And of this nature are undoubtedly the 
American conceits, that reaſonable, legal taxes 
are not due by ſubjeAs to the ſupreme power 
which protects them; that a direct and equal re- 
preſentation in parliament is conſtitutionally ne- 
ceſſary to the lawfulneſs of a money- bill; and that 
the Britiſh legiſlature uſes the Coloniſts in a tyran- 
nical manner, becauſe it inſiſts upon ſatisfaction 
ſor the depredations wantonly committed by the 
mobbing 1 From the whole, I hope, I 
may ſafely conclude, that the foundation of Dr. 
Price's peculiar patriotiſm is laid in a groſs miſ- 
take ;—a miſtake which conſiſts in confounding. 
the lawleſs liberty of a /avage, who lives under 
no ſort of government, with the lawful liberty of 
a /ubje&, who is protected by a civil government; 
and that government, inſtead of being the creature 
of the people, or the re/ult of a convention between 
them and their rulers, is the creature of God, and 
when conſidered in the theory] is the cane, and 
NOT the re/u/t, of ſuch a convention as the Dr. 
ſpeaks of. | 9 

Page 69, you continue to quote him thus, “It 
is a doctrine which avowedly ſubverts civil liber- 
ty.” No: It is a doctrine which avowedly ſecures 
a due ſubmiſſion to the governors that guard our 
civil liberty.—** It repreſents mankind as a body 
of vaſlals, formed fo deſcend like cattle from 
© one ſet of owners to another, who have an 46- 
&« ſolute dominion over them. It is a wonder, that 
« thoſe who view their ſpecies in a light ſo humi- 
< ljaging, ſhould ever be able to think of them- 
„ ſelves without regret and ſhame,” This argu- 
ment appears to me illogical and invidious. (1) 
1. lagical : Logick forbids us to alter the terms of 
a propoſition, This Dr, Price dogs when = ſub- 
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ſtitutes the word“ ABSOLUTE dominion,” for REA. 
seNABLE dominion, which our doctrine requires. 
I am ſo far from aſſerting that human ſovereigns 
have an apsoLUTE dominion” over their ſub- 
jects, that I ſteadily oppoſe the pretended ortho- 
3 the men, who aſcribe /e a dominion to 
God. I need not inform either you, Sir, or Dr. 
Price, that there are divines in England who teach, 
that God's dominion over his unborn creatures is ſo 
ABSOLUTE, that he not only can, but does aB$0- 
'LUTELY reprobate ſome of them, and appoint them 
to unavoidable and eternal ruin, before ther hang 
yet at their mother's breaſt; nor need I remin 
you, that, in oppoſition to theſe men, I aſſert that 
God's ſovereignty, far from being Thus ab/olute, 
is always circumſcribed by his goodneſs, wiſdom 
and juſtice.— (z) The Doctor's argument is, I fear, 
in vi dious. What would he think of my candor, 
if treading in his ſteps, I reflected on the ſubordi- 
nation of wives to their huſbands, ſoldiers to their 
generals, 'flocks to their paſtors, ſervants to their 
- maſters, and creatures to their Creator in the ſame 
manner, in which he reflects on the ſubordination . 
of ſubjects to their ſovereigus ? I ſhall apply his 
argument only to the caſe of married women, 
thus: The doctrine of the reaſonable dominion 
which all huſbands have over their wives, repre/ents 
evomankind as a body of waſſals, And thoſe who 
marry two or three huſbands one after an other, 
are formed to deſcend like cattle from one owner to 
another, who has an ABSOLUTE dominion over them. 
It is a wonder that thoſe who wiew their ſex in a 
light jo humiliating, ſhould ever be able to think of 
them/elves without regret and ſhame.'—For my part, 
far from being brought over to American patriot- 
iſm by this logick, I think f is a wonder, that 
reaſonable and good men /hould ever be able 10 
think auitlout regret and ſhame upon the public 
encomiums and rewards, with which they have 


crowned ſuch illogical and dangerous arguments. 
n The 


- 
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The reft of your quotation from Dr. Price is an 
inſinuation, that arts and ſciences flouriſh no more 
in a country, where the peop'e ſubmit to a mo- 
narch ho will be obeyed. whether high re publi- 
cans will ſubmit or not. The whole of his argu- 
ment is ſummed op in theſe concluding lines: 
„With what luftre. do the ancient free ſtates of 
«© Greece ſt.ine in the annals of the world? How 
«© different is that country now, under the Great 
«© Turk? The difference between a country in- 
«© habited by men, and by brutes, is not greater.“ 
Il am not for an ab/olute monarchy. Frepeat it, 
the Engliſh conſtitution, which places the legiſla- 


tire power in a king, a body of patrician ſenators, 


and an houſe of plebeian lawgivers, appears to me 
the moſt perfect upon earth; becauſe it collects in 
one political focus all the advantages of the French 
Monarchy, the Venetian Ariſtocracy, and the new 
American Democracy. Nevertheleſs, as a lover 
of truth and matter of fact, I ſhall venture to pro- 
pofe ſome queries relative to Dr. Price's inſinua- 

tion. What people are more ſcif-governed, or - 
more free from ſupreme authority, than the Hotten- 
rots ; and what people come nearer than they, to 
the wildneſs and ſtapidity of brutes — Were not 
the Lacedemonians, with all the ado they made 
about liberty, ſurprifingly regardleſs of arts and 
ſciences? Did not learning ſo flouriſh in Egypt 
and Babylon, under abſolute priaces, that the 
Greeks formerly went there for improvement, as 
we now do to our renowned univerſities ?—When 
did arts and ſciences flouriſh more in Judea than 
in Solomon's reign 3 and who ever was a more ab- 
ſolute monarch ?—When did they reach a higher 
perfection in Rome, than under the reign of Au- 
zuſtus? And yet Auguſtus was a deſpot, — What 
Ling ever ruled the French with an higher hand 
than Lewis XIV ? And was it not under his reign, | 
that the French literature ſhone in her meridian 
glory ?k—When did Ruſſia emerge out of a fea of 


arbarity and rude ignorance? Was 1t not 3 | 
| eter 
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Peter the Great, her deſpotic emperor, lent her 
his powerful hand? And do not at this day arts 
and ſciences continue to make rapid progreſs there, 
under the patronage of the preſent deſpotic em- 
preſs ?— What people are under a more abſolute 
government than the Pruſſians? And in what part 
of hobbies do the Belles Lettres flouriſh more than 
in Pruſſia ? If Dr. Price does theſe hints juſtice, 
he will own, that an high monarchical govern- 
ment is at lealt as favourable to the improvement 
.of arts and ſciences, as an high republican admi- 
"iſtration. But, I repeat it, the middle, conſtitu- 
tional way is preferable to both thoſe extrem s. 
Page 73, You favour me with an other qotati- 
on from Dr. Price. The doctrine of it centers in 
the laſt paragraph, which runs thus. All gele- 
% gated power muſt} be ſubordinate and limited. 
_ Granted. All governing power is delegated from 
the King of Kings, and therefore it is ſubordinate 
to him, and is Akad by the bounds which he 
has fixed, that is, by reaſon, ſcripture, and the 
apparent good of the people. The Doctor goes 
on: If oMNIPOTENCE Can, with any ſenſe, be 
56 aſcribed to a legiſlature, it muſt be lodged 
„ where ALL LEGISLATIVE POWER ORIGINATES; 
„ that is, IN THE PEOPLE.” 8 | | 
This is a groundleſs ſuppoſition, which the 
Doctor and you take for granted ;—a miſchievous 
ſuppoſition, which is directly contrary to Scripture 
and Reaſon. And firſt to Scripture. Pat them in 
mind, ſays the Apoſtle, to Be SUBJECT 70 princi- 
palities and powers, to obey magiſtrates. And why 
Chriſtians are to be thus ſubject, he informs us 


where he ſays, that The powers that are, are or- 


dained or God, not of the people; and that zhey 
abe refit, reſiſi the ordinance os God, and not of 
the people. A people who have no governors may 
indeed Chuſe their governors, jull as a ſingle wo- 
man may chuſe à huſband : But the authority of 
the governors once choſen, depends upon the peo» 
ple no more than the authority of a huſbaad de- 
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pends upon his wife, tho ſhe choſe him preferably 
to all other men; — no more than the legiſlative 
authority of our plebeian lawgivers depends upon 
the freeholders or burgeſſes, who elected them pre- 
ferably to other gentlemen. 5 . 
This will probably offend our republican level- 
lers, who fancy they are all born legiſlators, and 
can confer the power of legiſlation on the mem 
bers of the houſe of Commons, juſt as the king 
can confer the honour of knighthood upon a gen- 
tleman. But I muſt ſpeak the truth and do my 
- tubjeQ juſtice, whoever is diſpleaſed at me for it. 
And I am ready to defend the following propoſiti- 
on againſt all our levellers and miſtaken patriots. 
The people, that is, the governed, can no more 
create governing or legiſlative power, and beſtow it 
upon the members of parliament whom they chuſe, 
than the aldermen, who have the right of chuſing 
a mayor, can create a mayoralty ; — no more than 
the women, who have the right of chuſing an huſ- 
band, can create maſculine ſupremacy ;—no more 
than the ſervants who have choſen a maſter, can 
create maſterly power; or the ſoldiers who chuſe 
to liſt under this or that captain, rather than ano- 
ther, can create the military authority to which 
they ſubmit. : 0 Ip 

You poſſibly reply, What, is not Edmund Burke, 
Eſq; my repreſentative? Did not I chuſe him to 
* "repreſent me in parliament ? Did I not inveſt him 
with y legiſlating power? And do not I, in his 
perſon, ſhare in the government of Great Britain ? 
Indeed you do not, Sir, any more than I partake 
of the royal dignity in the perſon of the king, 
Permit me to hand you out of your imaginary pa- 
radiſe of legiſlation by the following important 
diſtinction. Every member of the houſe of com- 
mons has two characters: The firſt is that of re- 
pre ſentative of the commons of all the Britiſh em- 
pire in general, and of a certain borough or ſhire 
in particular. The ſecond and nobler character of 
a member of parliament is that of —— 
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of God himſelf. According to the former cha- 
racter, he is an agent of the people: But with 
reſpect to the latter, he is, in his degree, the ſub- 
ſtitute of God, According to the former capacity, 
he ſpreads before the legiſlature the wants or wiſh« 
es of the people in general, and of his borough 
or ſhire in particular: And according to the latter 
capacity he, in his degree, makes laws, if the 
majority of the legiſlating body concurs with him, 
Should you ſay that this is a political refinement, 
which originates from my fancy, | reply that it is 
a ſolid diſtinction which has its ſource in the very 


nature of things; And | prove it by a parallel 


caſe, which will ſtrike you ſo much the more as it 
is probably your own. The majority of a certain 
congregation of proteſtants in Briſtol, expreſſed a 
deſire to have you for their paitor, and upon this 
title you were ordained. | But does it follow, that 
your authority to preach the goſpel-aſcends from 
your flock to you? If your congregation inſiſted 
upon your preaching to them ſmooth things, and pro- 
pligſying deceits, becauſe they choſe you to be their 
miniſter, would not you directly coavince them of 
their folly by a diſtinction ſimilar to mine? Would 


you not ſay: Gentlemen, tho' I am your miniſter, 


and tho? I was ordained in conſequence of yoar 
ſuffrages, yet now | am ordained, I have an au- 
| thority which you never gave nor can give. I am 
the miniſter of God as well as your paſtor; My 
commiſſion to preach the goſpel I have received 


from Chriſt, and not from you; and by virtue of 


that commiſſion, whether you will hear or whether 
you will forbear, I muſt preach to you ſevere as 


well as ſoothing truths.— Apply this, Sir, to our 


political queſtion, and you will ſee, that the mem» 
bers of parliament, in their capacity of legiſlators, 
are no more authoriſed by the people to make 
laws, and bound to vote according to the directions 


of their conſtituents; than you and [ receive au- 


thority from our flocks to preach the goſpel, and 
are bound, in the delivery of our meſſage to the 


people, 
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people, to conſult their various humours; becauſe 
legiſlators derive their authority from Goo, juſt as 
goſpel-miniſters do their commiſiion from CHRIST. 
Were this obſervation properly attended to, our law- 
givers would ſtudy chriſtian politicks with afliduity, 
that they might fully underſtand the will of God, 
the ſupreme ae whom they repreſent, and to i 
whom they ſhall one day give a ftrict account for N 
the precious talent of legiſlation, which they are 
entruſted with: And Dr. Price would no longer | 
poiſon the minds of thouſands, with the antichriſ@ 
tian doctrine that every man is, or ought to be, his 
own legiſlator, and that legiſlative power afcends - 
from the people, and governing power from the 
governed. 5 6 
(2) As this notion is contrary to ſcripture, ſo is 
it to ren. For reaſon dictates that if governing 
power came from the people, the people might, 
whenever they pleaſe, chuſe to diſobey their gover- 
nors, and would have a right to do ſo, A parallel 
caſe will make you ſenſible of the truth of this aſ- 
ſertion. Supreme, legiſlative authority belongs to 
me within the narrow compaſs of my family, as yow 
ſuppoſe that it belongs to he people throughout the 
wide extent of the Britiſh dominions. | I may, if I 
pleaſe, delcgate to my ſervant the right of making 
houſehold-regulations. And if I had delegated my 
right, and in conſequence of this delegation my 
* ſervant commanded me to breakfaſt at eight o'clock, 
is it not evident, that, if I pleaſed, I might in- 
ſtantly reſume my delegatei power, and ſay, Yon 
are only my repreſentative; my authority exceeds 
yours; I inſiſt upon breakfaſting an hour later. 
Leaving the application of my ſimile to your good 
ſenſe, 1 conclude, that, whenever you and Dr. P:ice 
teach, that the power of the governars originates 
from, or is delegated by the governed, you ſap the 
foundation of all government, and indirectly bring 
in the lawleſs democracy, which a ſacred hiſtorian 
deſc:ibes where he tays, Ia theje days there was no 
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1 : Every man did that which af right 
in his oaun eyes. ne [ot ALES LOS 
Bot the Doctor adds, For THE [the people's] 
% ſakes government was inflituted; and their 5. is the 
& only real omni potence! And what if it is, does 

this prove that governing power isdelegated by the 
governed? Would not the meaneſt corporation in 
the kingdom diſhonour itſelf, if it complimented me 
for ſaying, Military government is inſtituted for the 

ſake of ſoldiers, and theirs is the only real omnipo- 
tence of the army: Therefore the power of the ge- 
neral and other officers is delegated by, and origi- 
nates from the /oldiers. Equally - concluſive, O ye 

American: patriots,” is your grand argument con- 

cerning the origin of power | 1 <6 1647 

Page 76, Introducing the Doctor for the laſt time, 
you. ſay, To prove the right Great Britain bas to 
tax America, it is very common to plead, We 

* are the PaxenT STATE, Hear Dr. Price upon 

this ſubje&,” — 4 Theſe are the magic words, 

« which have faſcinated and miſled us.— The Eng- 

« liſh came from Germany. Does that give the Ger- 

% an ſtates a right to tax us?” To this trium- 

Phant queſtion I anſwer, No: becauſe the Germans 

do not protect us: But if the German Diet had, to 

this day, kept up fleets to guard our coaſts, and an 
army to fight our battles: And if we had always 
called the Emperor of Germany our /overerg7, had 
received his lieutenants as our gowernors, and ad- 
mitied his coin as our /awful money, | would think 
it a great piece of diſloyalty and injuſtice, to re- 
fuſe him a reaſonable tribute. For protection, and 

_ reaſonable taxes, are equivalent to each other, as 

the cuſtomer's money is equivaleut to the tradeſ- 

man's goods. Nor is it leſs unreaſ n.ble in the 

Coloniſts, who have got their immenſe wealth un- 

der the protective wings of Great Britain, to refuſe 

Great Britain the return of reaſunable taxes, now- 

they are able to pay them; tharit would be in you 

to receive the goods of a mercer, and to refuſe 
making him a p per acknowle:'gment by paying 
3 . | the 
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the reaſonable bill he ſends you, when he thinks 
you can diſcharge it without diſtreſſing yourſelf. 
And as it would be a ſhamefal excuſe in a gentle- 
man, to ſay to his tradeſmen, who kindly delayed 
ſending in their bills till he had received his rents, 
Why did you not ſend me your bills before? So it 
is an unjuſt excuſe in the Coloniſts to ſay to the 
protective power, Why did you not paſs bills of 
internal taxation before the ſtamp- act? For a juſt 
right, founded on the eternal nature and fitneſs of 
things, can never be loſt, tho' it ſhould never be 
exerciſed, If you pay your ſervant wages for fifty 
years without ever comnianding him to go on one 
-dingle:errand, and at laſt order him to do ſome- 
thing which he is able to do; he cannot plead pre- 
ſcription with any decency. He would betray an 
ingratitude equal to his inſolence if he ſaid, Sir, 
you never com manded me to go on your errands 
before, and therefore you have loſt your claim to 
my obedience. Had ſuch a ſervant a grain of mo- 
deſty and duty, he would argue in a manner dia- 
metrically oppoſite: He would ſay, I am doubly 
bound to go on all your errands to the utmoſt of my 
power. Vour not calling upon me to exert my 
ſtrength for you before, lays me under a double 
obligation to do it now with chearfulneſss _ 
This brings to my mind another curious argu» 
ment of Dr. Price. Had the colonies [ſays he] 
„ been communities of foreigners, over whom we 
wanted to acquire dominion, &c. they | ſome 
„ Engliſhmen] are ready to admit that their reſiſ- 
« tance would have been juſt, In my opinion, this 
is the ſame with ſaying, that the Colonies ought 
eto be wwor/e off than the ret of mankind, becauſe 
they are our Brethren,” To ſhew the inconclu- 
fiveneſs of this argument, I need only bring it to 
open light, thus: You have more right to com- 
mand your own children and ſervants, than to com- 
mand ſtrangers: And therefore your own children 
and ſervants are 2vor/? of than ſtrangers: Or thus: 
The Britiſh legiſlature has more right to tax-Britiſh 
- | = ſubjects 


ſubjects than the ſubjects of France and Spain: 


E 


And thereſore Britiſh ſubjects are wor/e of, than 


Frenchmen and Spaniards. The ſubjects of France 
and Spain would juſtly riſe againſt Britiſh taxation, 


and therefore the ſubjects of Great Britain may 


alſo juſtly riſe againſt it.— Or thus: Engliſhmen. 


have more authority over their wives, than over the 
wives of the Turks; therefore Engliſh women are 


 eworſe off than the reft. of womaniind,” yea than the 

wives of the Turks, becauje they are our wives? 1 

am grieved to ſee a doctor in divinity proſtitute by 
of. 


ſuch arguments chriſtianity, morality, and logi 


to the infatuation of a reſtleſs, levelling patriotiſm. 


The preceding argument of Dr. Price is intro- 


duced by the levelling propoſition which follows. 
„ 'Unleis different parts of the ſame community 
«© are united by Ax EQUAL REPRESENTATION, all 


« ſuch authority” [Hat is, all the authority exerci- 


fed by one part of the community over the other] © is 


% inconſiſſent with the principles of civil liberty,” 
— and cannot be diſtinguiſhed from the ſervitude 


4 of one” part to another.“ If this doctrine is 


true, are not the Lord Mayor, the aldermen, and 


the freemen of the city of London, chargeable with 


tyranny ; as well as the king, the parliament, and 


the electors of Great Britain? Is not Middleſex 


filled with ſlaves, as well as America? And may 


I not addreſs the London patriots thus ? Gentlemen, 


If Dr. Price's levelling doctrine is fal/e, why do 


you honour and reward bim for propagating it? 


And if it is true, why do you not follow it? Why 
do you not begin to level authority in your own ju- 
riſdiction, as you want the king and parliament to 


do in theirs? In a word, why do you not anite the 
different parts of YOUR community by AN EQUAL 


REPRESENTATION ? Your community is made up 
of two ſorts of men : Freemen, and men who have 


not the freedom of your city. Theſe, who make 


by far the greater part of your community, have 
no ſhare in the government of it. By keeping the 
right of legiſlating for the city in your own hands, 


you 
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bo you exclude them from an L REPRESENTA= 
I TION ; and according to the admired principles of 
4 725 ycur champion, your authority cannot be diſtinguiſhed 
I from the ſervitude of one 7 of the city to the other, 
 — from the ſervitude of the non-freemen to your» 
ſelves; and therefore. you yourſelves are as much 
- involved in the guilt of enſlaving your fellow-crea- 
tures, as your ſcheme ſuppoſes the king and parli- 
ament to be. Let your principles of civil 5 Bae 
take place at home: Level authority in the city; or, 1 
for deceney's fake, never more reflect upon our le- 
giſlators, becauſe they do not level it in the empire. 
Dr. Price preſents us with another bold plea for 
leyelling patriotiſm ; and it is ſo much the more 
curious, as it is a perfect jeſt upon the freedom of 
the city of London, with which the patriots have 
preſented him, This plea runs thus: We [non- 
voters] ſubmit to a parliament that does not 
5 „ repreſent us, and therefore they [the Coloniſts] 
3 How ftrange an argument is this? It. 
« is ſaying, we want liberty, and therefore. they 
% ought to want it. unter it true, that they 
« are indeed contending for a better conſtitution 
« of government, and more liberty than we en- 
« joy: Ought this to make us angry ?—ls. it ge- 
* nerous, becauſe we are in a fink, to endeavour 
& to draw them into it? Ought we not rather to 
„ wiſh earneſtly that there may be at leaſt ox E 
«© FREE COUNTRY left upon earth, to which we 
« may fly when venality, luxury, and vice, have + 
« completed the ruin of liberty here? -I own to 
you, Sir, that if I were the author of Dr, Price's 
Ob ſeruations, and the patriots of London reward- 
ed me for my book, by giving me the freedom of 
their city, I would reject that honour with deteſ- 
tation, and ſay : Gentlemen, what do you mean 
by preſenting me with the freedom of your city? 
Is not your intended favour. a glaring proof that 
you * Gag? me before, as you do all my fellow- 
citizens who are not freemen ? Will you make me 
a partaker of your fin? Will you bribe me into 
EO | tyraany 
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tyranny by a gold box? Far from accepting a 
place in your partial legiſlature, I will excite my 
enſlaved fellow-citizens to rife againſt you, I will 
rontend for a better conflitution of city-gowernmert, 
aud more liberty than we enjoy : Onght this 10 make 
you angry ? Ts it generous, becauſe the ron-freemen 
are in a ſink, to endeavour to keep them in it! Ought 
you not rather io wiſh earne/tly, that there may at 


leaſt be ONE FREE City % in Great Britain, 7 


*which wwe may fly, when wenality, luxury, and vice 
have completed the ruin of liberty in the kingdom? 


Till Dr. Price acts in this manner, and the city-patri- - 
ots recant their encomiums of his book, or aboliſh 


the diſtinction between /reemen and non-freemen in 


their community; they muſt give the unprejudiced 
world leave to conſider them as inconſiſtent men, 


who ſay and do not ;—as partial men, who lay 


upon other communities. heavy burdens, which 
they will not ſuffer their own community to touch. 
and as reſtleſs, imperious ſubjects, who inſiſt upon 


our legiſlators levelling authority in America, when 


they themſelves will not level it in England 3 no 


not in the city of London, where American pa- 
triotiſm has ſet up its ſtandard. But I return to 
taxes: | ad = I | 

You will perhaps obje&, that, INthe Coloniſls 
once owed taxes to the Britiſh legiſlature for pro- 
tection, yet they owe them now no more ; becauſe 
all ties and natural contracts are now broken; the 
mother- country haiing turned her protection into 
acts of open hokility : | reply, that Great Britain 
chaſtiſes the Colonies for their diſobedience, with 
the reluctance of a fond parent, who, when ſhe 
corrects an undutiful child, is ready to take his 
part againſt a murderer. Were it not for the ter- 
ror of our fleets, fome greedy European powers 
would perhaps at this very time fall upon the Co- 
lonies, and endeavour to annex them iQ their co- 
minions. — Again: If your ſervant cr your ſon 
had abuſed you, and you gave him correction to 
briag him to a ſenſe of his duty; Would be not 
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add folly to wickedneſs if he ſaid: Sir, my obli- 
gatio to obey you ceafes: For inſtead of uſing me 
as a maſter, or a father, you prepare to correct me; 
nay, you firike me! Every relation therefore, is 
how at an end between us. You have cut the laſt 
knot whiek tied me te you, and I will now fight. 
you as an open enemy. This immoral excuſe brings 
to my remembrance the obſtinacy of ſome ineorri- 
gible men, whom David deſerfbes thus: The wrarh 
of God came upon them for their diſobedience, and 
exo the fatteff of them. Fur all this they forned ſtill 
Lea, they ſinned yet more again him, — their divine 
ſovereign. But I hope better — our piqus 
American brethren. Netwithſtanding the anwea- 
ried endeavours of fome patriots, to confirm them 
in their unnatural refiftance, they will, I truſt, ſube 
mit to Ged and the king. FS . 
Page 76, you continue to quote the Doctor thus: 
re Children having no property, and being incapa- 
„ ble of guarding themſelves, the author of na- 
e ture has committed the care of them to their 
% parents, and ſubjeRted them to their abſolute au- 
ce thorĩty. But there is a period when, having ac- 
„„ quired property, and a eapacity of jedging for 
«© themſelves, they become independent agents; 
“ and when, for this reafon, the 2uthotity of their 
«© parents ceaſes, and becomes nothing, but the 
5 refpeR and influence due to benefaftors.” This 
argument is as illopical as it is ingenious: The 
flaw of it conſiſts in confoanding the double rela- 
tion which the Cotonifſts fuſtain, namely that of 


ent, and that of ſubjects of Great Britain: Grant» 


ing therefore to Dr. Price, that according to the 
law of nature, there is a time when (//4rex be- 
come independent by acquiring property and wits ' 
dom; yet this is not the cafe with reſpect to svn- 
JECTS ; but whatever be their wealth and age, and 
whatever capacity they have of judging for them- 
ſelves, they continue to be gependent agents; being 
ftill bound to obey, in all reaſonable things, the 
Jegiflatire power ander whjch providence has placed 

; 9 them. 
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them, The plauſible. argament of your feeond, 
when touched with the finger of found logicky 
ſhrinks therefore iuto a ſephiſm 25 glaring as that 
which follows: When the Prince ef Wales ſhall be 
of age, he ſhall be radegendent on his faiker, and 
therefore he ſhall alſp be a— on the king. 
He ſhall have the liberty of taking a ride whether 
nis father conſent or not, and thenefore he hall alſo 
baue the liberty of commanding the fleet and the 
army whether A ting conſent or not. If you would 
be frighied at my wickedneſs, were Ito thir up 
the priace to rebellion by fuch faphiſtry 5 why do 
you recommend as excellent,“ a pamphlet which 
| en che American revelt by ſo weak an argu- 
ment | 
Yeu continue to quote the Dectar. Suppoſi 
4 therefore, that the order of nature im e dabli- c 
„% ing the relation between parents and children, 
«© ought to have been the rule of eur conduct to 
4c the Colonies, we ftould haus been gradually re- 
« lakiog our authority as they grew up.“ Ano» 
ther great miſtake this, of which you will be ſenſi- 
ble if you apply the Doctor's ſimile to the caſe in 
hand, thus: If the ſovereign opght 40 conſider the 
Coloniſts as the children of Great Britain, and to 
treat them in a parental manner; as they prew up 
ia power he ſhould laue been gradually leſſening 
their, burdens. Bat is not the inference big with 
abſurdity ? Becauſe parents lay no burden upon a 
ſucking child, does it follow they are to lay gradu- 
ally leis and leſs upon him as he grows up Does 
not every ugprejudiced peiſan fee that, if a parent 
wants his children's aſſiſtance, he may increaſe, and 
has a right, as they grow up, gradually to increaſe, 
the little burdens which he wants them to carry 
and that nothing would be more abſard than gra- 
dually to relax his autliority in this reſpect, when 
their increaſing ſtrength begins to render that az- 
tloriqy valuable ? But ſuppoſing parents ought to 
require leſs and leſs of their children as they grow - 
vp, does it follow that 3 do ſo 
5 2 too 


3 1 76 J Let. 3. 
too with reſpect to their suse rs? Is tbere a2 
jegiſlaturé in all the univerſe, fo far ſank in ſtupi- 
dity as to ſay to their fubjects, You have paid tax- 
es to the ſovereign for above a thouſand: years, you 
are now grown up into an ancient kingdom; the 
American patriots have infinuated, that as our 
fubjeQs are our children, we ould gradually relax 
our authority of taxing them as they grow up, and 
therefore we enact that you ſhall pay but one half 
of our taxes for fifty years, and in a hundred years 
you ſhall pay nothing, for the government will be 
old enough te ſupport itſelf without any taxes at 
all: So ſhall we ſhew the world, that we are grey- 
headed lawgivers, that you © are no children,”? 
and that our once childiſh conftitution is grown 
to manly wiſdom and ſtrength. Such are the rea- 
ſonings of Dr. Price's ©* moſt excellent pamphlet!“ 
Can feathers be lighter than theſe arguments, 
with which the American patriots hope to batter 
down Britiſh patriotiſm | Feathers however may 
do miſchief, when they are cloſely compacted in a 
ſtrong paper-vehiele; when they are rendered pon- 
derous by the weight of a gold box, and when 
buſy prejudice hurls them through town and coun- 
try with. incredible ardor, 7 5 
This part of the American controverſy is ſo im- 
portant, that | beg leave to throw light upon 1t by 
an appoſite illuſtration. | live in a pariſh, where 
the wealth of ſeveral men conſiſts in the number 
and ſtrength of their children. A poor collier has, 
it may be, five or fix ſons. He works night and day 
to maintain them, in hopes that they will one day 
help to maintain him, and borrows money to build 
an houſe ; flattering himſelf that by the aſſiſtance 
of his children, as they grow up, he ſhall ſoon 
diſcharge the debt. When they are eight years of 
age, they get him a groat a day; at fourt-en, a 
ſhilling; and at nineteen, ezghteen pence ; fo that 
the poor man has a fair preſpe& of being ſoon, as 
he ſays, on a level with the world.” But alas! 
his hope proves abortive ; A buſy body, an envi 
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ous neighbour, or ſome deſigning perſon, poilſon⸗ 
the minds of his dutiful children with the poli- 
ticks of Dr. Price, and ſays, Your father does not 
uſe you well. He is a tyrant. The ſtronger you 
grow, the more burdens he lays upon you; where- 
as he ſhould lay leſs and leſs. You © are. no 
children :'”” You can maintain yourſelves, and 
ſpend your own money. If | were in your place, 
this very day I would leave the old man, and ſet 
up for myſelf, Too many of theſe deluded youths 
| have I ſeen, firſt, uſing their parent ill thro? ſuch 
miſchievous inſinuations; and then turning their 
backs upon him, to go and ſquander in riot and 
bloody ſports, the money which they ſhould have 
applied to the diſcharge of the family-debt, which 
was contracted to build the houſe, where they 
have lived rent- free all their life. 

If 1 blame this conduct in my young, undutiful- 
pariſhioners, can I approve of it in my American 
feilow-ſubjets, who deſpiſe a legiſlative power. 

poſſeſſed of royal, as well as parental anthority? 
Is. it right in them to turn their backs hon their 

mother- country, when ſhe groans under the weight 
of a debt, which has been in part contracted for 
their ſake? And can we wonder enough at the 
conduct of Dr. Price, who tells us of the ruin 
& with which the national debt threatenz us ;—a- 
% debt much heavier than that which fifty years: 
* ago, the wiſeſt men thought would neceſſarily” 
© fink us; an immenſe debt, which we have no 
fair proſpect of diſcharging but by the prudent⸗ 
management of growing taxes, and by the loyal, 

filial and brotherly afliitance, which we have a. 
right to expect from the Colonies ;—can we, I 
ſay, wonder enough at the ſtrange conduct of Dr. 
Price, Who, while he tries to frighten us with the 
awful aſpect of this national debt, ſays all he can: 
to render us odious and contemptible to the Colo- 
nies, by whoſe fliendly and proportionable help, 


we are in W of diſcharging it:? 
H 4 This: 
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This conduct of Dr. Price is ſo much the more 
| ſurpriſing, as he intimates in his concluſion, that 
% 'The debt of Kogland, &c. might be acknow- 
e ledged the debt of every individual part of the 
„ whole empire, Aſia, as well as America, inclu- 
„ ded.” For my part, ſuppoſing bie, had a 
light to retice from their /owereigns, as grown up 
children have to leave their parents; JI do not ſee 
how the Colonies could in conſcience deſire to ſet 
up for themfelves, and form a ſeparate empire, 
before they have helped their mother-conntry te 
extricate herſelf out of the difficulty of her national 
debt: Nor can I conceive how the ſovereign could 
zuſtly permit them to commence independent: be- 
cauſe the ſtreagth and wealth of all the Britiſh 
Empire are the double fecurity, on which thouſands 
of people have placed either the whole or a part 
of their fortune in the ſtocks; and it would be 
wronging the public to let fo confiderable a 
of that /ecurity, as America, be lot, 
However {ſays Dr. Price, who is always un- 
happily ingenious in finding fault with the ſove - 
reign's conan] 4 Had we nouriſhed and favours 


ed America, with a view to commerce, inſtead 


«© of conſidering it as a country to be governed, 
«© Kc. a growing ſurplus in the revenue mighe 
* have been gained, which, invariably applied to 
% the gradua! diſcharge of the national debt, 
« would have delivered us from the ruin with 
© which it threatens us,” — This trade” [with 
the Colonies] “ was not only an increaſing trade; 
but it was a trade 7n>auhich wwe had no rivals 3 + 
« a trade certain, conflant and uninterrupted.” 


But why was this trade “ a increafing trade, in 
which wwe had no rivals? Was it not becauſe the 
Colonids were ſo taken up with clearing ground, 
planting, and building, that they had not time to 
apply themſelves to the culture of leſs neceflary 
aris? But now that their houſes are built, their 
fields in proper order, and their numbers multi- 
Plying fait, they muſt either idly look one at = 

| Other 
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other, or ere& manufactores, and provide them- 
ſelves with an hundred articles, with which they 
have hitherto been ſupplied from England. So 
hall they, themſelves, naturally become our i- 
„ vals in manufactures: And the moment this 
1s the caſe, our trade with them will naturally 
decreaſe, and Dr. Price's ſcheme for diſcharging the 
national debt will prove an idle ſpeculation, u 
we 'ſhould act fo tyrannical a part as to put a total 
ſtop to induſtry among them. Hence appears the 
propriety and neceſſity of internal taxes, in ord 
to obtain from them a revenue, which may be 
once rational, ſcriptural, conſtitutional and ure. 
Again: Why has our trade with the Colonies 
been hitherto a trade certain, conſtant, and un- 
Interrupt? Was it not becaule Great Britain, 
by maintaining her /apremacy over the Colonies, 
could confine their trade, and make it flow in 
Britiſh channels ? If ſhe gives up her /jupremacy, 
will ſhe be able to oblige the Colonies to trade 
with her, more than with France, Holland, or 
Spain? Is it not evident, that in the ſame year in 
which ſhe lofes her /zpremacy, not only her Ameri- 
can dominiotis and taxes, bat likewiſe her Anteri- 
can ports and trade will be loſt for ever, unleſs the 
Colonifls can get more by us than by other nations? 
I ſhould wonder, that fo obvious a thought eſcaped 
ſo penetrating a gevius as Dr, Price; if 1 did not 
know, that the peculiar patriotiſm, which I oppoſe, 
is fo intent upon looking for defects ia the conſti- 
tution, and for blemifhes in our governors, that it 
frequently overlooks the moſt glaring truths. | 
| Return we now to your quotation, and let us ſee 
if the concluſion is preferable to the beginning: 
Pr, Price goes on. But, like ad patents, we 
«© have done the contrary; and at the very time 
„hen our authority ſhould have been molt re- 
„ Jlaxed, we have carried it to the greateſt extent, 
« and exercifed it with the greateſt rigor. No 
1 eworder then, that they [the Colonies] have 
turned vpon us; and obliged us to OY 
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* that they are not children.” Bring the Doctor's 
meaning to open light: Unfold his argument, and 
you will find the following propoſitions, which 
may be conſidered as the political creed of Dr, 
Price and the American patriots, (1) Parents Who 
do not relax their authority of laying ſome eaſy 
bardens vpon their children, as their children 
grow more able to bear ſuch burdens,. are mad 
parents.” — (2) Our political parents, that is, 
our legiſlators, who have not relaxed their autho» 
rity of laying ſome eaſy taxes upon their American 
children, as theſe children grew more able to pay 
fuch taxes, are ** mad” legiſlators.— (3) When 
children grow up, and have got ſtrength enough 
to bear a little burden for their heavy-laden pas 
rents; and when ſuch parents defire their children 
to give them ſome filial afliitagce, it is no wonder 
that grown. up children turn upon their parents, 
and oblige them ** zo. remember that they. are net 
children. — (4) The Colonies have now got. 
ſtrength enough to eaſe great Britain by bearing 
ſome ſmall proportion of the taxes with which ſhe 
is loaded: And therefore it is 2% wonder that they: 
turn, ſword in hand, upon their mother-country,. 
and oblige her to remember that they are not children. 
Such is the manner in which a doctor in divinity: 
enforces the fifth commandment! | 
If this doctrine ſhocks you, Sir, what would you 
think of it, were | to apply it to the character of. 
SUBJECTS of Great Britain; — a character this, 
which the Coloniſts bear, as well as that of Sons 
of Britons? la this view of things, the Doctor's 
patriotic creed naturally ſwells with the following 
articles. (1) A ſovereign who does not relax his 
authority of laying reatonable taxes upon his /ub+ 
jecks, as they grow more able to pay ſuch. taxes, 
acts like a mad” ſovereign. (2) When ſub- 
jects have got ſtrength and wealth enough to pay 
tuch taxes, they may turn upon their Sovereign, 
and oblige him to remember, that they are no impotens 
Jubjedts, And, laſtly, to make an application of 
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the whole, the king and parliament have acted 
like nad lawgivers, by laying a reaſonable tax 


vpon their American ſubjects; and the Coloniſts 


only oppoſe madneſs, when they riſe up in arms 
againſt their ſovereign, rather than pay the rea- 
ſonable tax laid upon them, If there is a grain 
of piety, morality, or good fenſe in one article of 
this patriotic creed, I conſent to foi feit my claim 
to a grain of common ſenſe, | 

Dr. Priee may poſſibly attempt to prove, that 
the laſt articles of this creed do not belong to his 
doctrine : For he inſinuates, that the Coloniſts are 


not the ſubjects of Great. Britain. Take his own 


words: The people of America are no more the 


«« ſubjects of the people of Great Britain, than the 


„% people of Yorkſhire are the ſubjects of the peo- 
« ple of Middleſex.” This propoſition is true, if 
the Doctor by the people of Great Britain means 
you, me and our Britiſi fellow-/ubjefts. But who 
ever pretended that the Coloniſts are the ſubjects 
of Yorkſhiremen or Corniſhmen ? No Briton but 
the king can ſay to a Coloniſt, You are my ſubject. 
And if George the Third has a right to ſay it, to 
every Coloniſt, it is only as he is the head and 
repreſentative of the whole legiſlative power, and 
can ſay it to every Engliſhman. When we aſſert, 
that the Coloniſts are the /ubjeds of Great Britain, 
we do not ſet ourſelves above them: We only mean 
that they are under the legiſlative power of Great 


Britain, as well as we. And Dr, Price inadver- 


tently grants it, when he adds, They are our 
«6 fellow Jubjets:* For if they are our fellows 
Subjefs, they are bound to obey the Britith legiſ- 
Jature as much as we are; as much at leaſt as the 


body of the non-voters in England; a countleſs 


body this, which far exceeds the number of all 
the American Coloniſts, as appears from the ac- 
count which Dr. Price himſelf gives us of the 
inequality of our repreſentation, and the prodigi- 
ous difference which the conſtitution makes be- 
tween Briton and Briton, with regard to the pri- 
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vilege of voting at elections. In Great Bri- 
+ tain” [ſays he] ** confiſliog of near fix mil- 
« lions of inhabitants, 5723 perſons, moſt of 
% them the loweſt of the people, elect one half 
« of the houſe of commons; and 364 votes chuſe 
the ninth part.” According to this account, 
and that which in an ether place he gives us of 
the Colonies, which, he ſays, confit of © near 
three millions of people,” it follows that when 
the parliament taxes the nox-woters in England, 
it taxes at leaſt two millions of perſons more than 
when it taxes all Britiſh America. | | 
With reſpet to the prerogative which Pritans, 
as a more ancient people enjoy, when they chuſe 
parliament men; it may be as reaſonably and le- 
gally inveſted in an elder communaty of ſabjects, as 
à family-prerogative is inveſted in an elder bro- 
ther. - Add te this, that by paying heavier taxes, 
we now make, and, 1 bope, ſhall always eq uita- 
. bly make a compenſation to the Colonies for the 
ſuperior privileges annexed to out elderfaip. Nor 
is it more joſt in the Colonies to levy war againſt 
Britons on the preſent occafion, than it would be 
in younger brothers to fall tword in hand npon 
their elder brother, becauſe cuſtom and law al- 
| low him peculiar rights neceſſary to ſuppart the 
dignity of their family, which, as the firf-bora 
fon, he peculiarly repreſents. | 2 
Should you ſay, tha:, according to this doctrine, 
the Colonifts loſe the birth - right tranſmitted to \ 
them, as ſons of free - bern Engliſhmen, namely, 
the right of being their own /egiflarors : A ſacred 
right this,. without which government is 2 
curſe” ; and ſubjection, © abject ſhavery”.—l re» 
ply, that What the people of England never had, 
cannot be loſt by the people of England, much 
leſs by the people of America.—'* What! [ſays 
your ſcheme] have not the voters in England the 
right of making their own lass ? No, Sir, no 
mare than Angels in heaven and Frenchmen on 
earth,—** What! Do we not chuſe cur own Te» 
1 | f . 5 | Pre- 
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preſentatives? And are not our repreſentatives 
— Ves, Sir, but they are not lau givers 
as they are our agents and reprefemtatives ; hs as 
they are the agents and repreſentatives of the 
Great Lawgiver, who ordains the Powers that are. 
— However they legiſlate in conſequence of our 
choice.” True; but not thro' any legiſlative 
power communicated. to them by virtue of our 
| choice. Vos rule your own wife, if you have one, 
iin conſequence of the choice ſhe made of you 607 
an huſband; but not by any authority the con vey- 
ed to you. If you have ſons, and give them their 
choice of half a dozen maſters; he whom they 
chuſe, acquires a right to command them in con- 
ſequence of their choice, but not thro? any autho-— 
rity conveyed to him by virtue of that choice, 
The authority of commanding your ſons muſt 
come from an higher ſource than their eleion, If 
they could beſtow magiſterial authority, they could 
. reſume it as often as they are inclined to play the 
truant.— What} according to the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, is it not the prerogative of certain men, 
whom we call frecholders and bargeſſes, to give their 
vote to certain gentlemen, who, in conſequence of 
thoſe votes, are admitted as members of the houſe 
of commons, in which a large ſhare of the legiſ- 
lative power is lodged.” True: This is a pecu- 
liarity of the Britiſn government, juſt as it is a pe- 
culiarity of the church of England, that ſome men 
|, called re&ors, wicars,. and patrons, can give a ſtu- 
| dent in divinity a title, ia conſequence of which 
he is inveſted with authority to be an embaſſador 
of Chriſt, and to preach the goſpel. But obſerve ! 
this authority comes not from his rector, wicar, or 
patron : It deſcends from CHRIS himſelf. If I 
fancied, that authority to preach the goſpel origi- 
nates from ze, becauſe I can give a candidate for 
orders a title, in conſequence of which be may be 
admitted into holy orders, and preach for me, and 
zo me; I ſhould betray my ſpiritual vanity in the 
church, as much as thoſe. men beuay their politi- 
| | - cal 
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cal pride in the ſtate, who fancy that they are born 

legiſlaiors, aud that they can convey the power of 
makiog laws to the gentlemen for whom they vote 

at an election, juſt as you can convey the authori- 
ty of drefling your horſe, to the man whom you 

chuſe for your groom, I have dwelt the more up- 
on this part of our controverſy, becauſe the notion 
that /elf-gowernment and /elf-legi/lation naturally 
belong to all men in general, and to the people 
and Colonies of Great-Britain in particular, is the _ 

fr \eudo;, the capital error, from which flows 
your American patriotiſm. The moment that er- 
| Tor is diſcovered, this boaſted virtue viſibly dege- 
nerates into a vice compounded of one or more of 
the following ingredients, inattention, prejudice, 
1gnorance, conceit, pride, ambition, envy, refrac- 
torine(s, and civil antinomianiſm. 5 

We have ſeen in the preceding letter, how 
greatly you have wronged the ſovxreign in pointing 

out the cauſe of the war with America; let us ſee < 
if Dr. Price does the king and parliament more . 
Juſtice than you do. The preſent conteſt ¶ fays 
„his pamphlet] is for dominion on the five of 
© the Colonies, as well as on ours:— But with this 

« difference, Ws are ſtruggling for dominion 

% over OTHERS; THEy for sFETLF-dominion; the 

„% nobleſt of all bleſſings.—I am perſuaded, that 

« were pride, and the Juſt of dominion, extermi- 

« nated from every heart among us, &c. this 
% quarrel would ſoon be ended, —To ſheath our 
& {words in the bowels of our brethren—for no 

« other end than to oblige them to acknowledge 
dur ſupremacy: how horrid !— This is the cur- 

« fed ambition that led a Cæſar, and an Alexander, 
and many other mad conquerors, to attack 
peaceful communities, and to lay waſte the 

„ caith.— This war can have no other object than 

« the extenſion of power.” Theſe patriotic aſ- 
ſertions appear to. me big with abturdity and 
groſs injutitice., Does Great Britain aim at an 
„ extenſcon of potver,”* when ſhe „ 

| Jure 


„ Tee 


jured .merchants, her oppreſſed ſubjects? Have : 


not all ſovereigns the right to defend wronged in- 


nocence ? Nay, is it not their bounden duty fo to 


do with reſpect to their own ſubjects? Does our le- 


giſlature © extend her power,” when ſhe taxes the 
Americans? Has not Dr, Price himfelf rd or 


that they were taxed in the late reign? And does 
not his own conſcience declare, that protective 
powers have the right of reaſonably taxing the pro- 


tected ; and that this right has been enjozed by all | 


ſovereigns in all ages? 


Again: If the king of Great Britain is the Jaw- 


ful ſovereign of the Colonies, and has as much 
right to command them as to command us; —if all 


the men in power among them before the revolt, 


took oT RHS OF FIDELITY to him, as the king of 


Great Britain, who is inſeparably connected with 


bis Britiſh parliament —and if they have always 
ſubmitted to Britiſh laws, and “ always /ooked 10 


this country as their home” —if this is the caſe, | ſay, 


can any thing be more unreaſonable ard unjult 


© 


than to pour floods of odium upon the efforts, which 


the ſovereign makes to bring back the Colonies to 
their former allegiance ; and to compare thoſe efforts 
to the Zuft of power, which intoxicated Cæſar and 


| Alexander, when, without any provocation, they at- 


tacked and conquered foreign king 'oms? If a 


ſecond Ker aroſe in England, affected independency, ' 
played the tyrant, drew all the country people from 
their work, and engaged half a dozen counties to 


revolt; would any man, except an American pa- 


triot, dare to ſay, that it would be /awage folly 


to addreſs the throne” for the ſuppreſſion of the growW- 


ing miſchief? Could you inſianuate with candor, 


that, if the king exerted his power on ſuch an oc- 


caſion, he would act the part of a ** mad cone 


gueror f”” And would not your blood run cold, if 
you heard a chriſtian Doctor put this wild plea in 
the mouth of Ket and his adherents: O king, the 
Spirit of domination, and the 44, of power make thee : 
mad. Thou wilt fhearh thy /word it our bowels, 
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and ſpread miſery among a happy people for no other ' 
end than to oblige them to acknowledge thy ſupremacy. . 
We confeſs that the preſent conteft is for dominion on 
our ide as well as on thine; but with this effential _ 


difference: Thou art ſtruggling. for dominion r 


oTBRRS ; WE for SELF dominion, the nobleft of all . 


H. C CCVVVVVUUVUTVUVT | 
This ſeditious ſophaſm is . ſufficient to. fill us 


wich a juſt deteſtation of Dr. Price's politicks. But 


a ſcheme which has a dired tendenty ſo to level au- 
thority, as to ſubvert all government, and aboliſh - 
all ſabordipation in the univerſe—ſuch a ſcheme, 
] ſay, cannot be too ſtrongly oppoſed: It ſhould . 
be totally extirpated. Archimedes ſaid once, Give 
me a point, on which I may fix my engine, and I 
will move the earth out of it's place: And I may 
ſay, Give me Dr. Price's political principles, and 
I will. move all kings out of their thrones, and all 
ſubjection out of the world. To convince you of 
the truth of this aſſertion, I need only work a mo- 
ment. his, patriotic engine in your preſence, _ 
The collector of the land-tax is at the door; 
Fired with Dr. Price's patriotiſm, I run to him and 


| ſay: Sir, I am a freeman, You ſhall treat me nei- 


ther as a beat, nor as a ave, I never yet choſe + 
a parliament-man in all my life: Nor will l be taxed 
till lam directly and adequately repreſented in par- 
liament. And ſuppoſe I were, [.could not in con- 


ſcience pay taxes to maintain a government, Which 


enſlaves millions of my free- born fellow-creatures, 


who are taxed without being directly or adequately 


repreſented. Beſ ales, I pay pariſh rates, and the 
levies of my hundred; and muff I /abmit 10 be tri- 
ple-taxed? Will thoſe who ſend -you 1% upon 
Such a ſupremacy over. me, as will leave me nothing 
'that | can cal! my own ?—IWiuld you let me alone, 
and ſuffer me to enjoy in ſecurity my property, and 
pariſh- government, inſtead of. diſturbing me, I avould 
thank and bleſs you —Þut if you will not, I have 


a right to emancipate myſelf as ſoon as I cane | will 


ew you, that I and my hundred have the right of 
a or TE legi/lating 


VV 
ligiſlating for ourſelves. This Uefing, aufen bl, we 


Jade always a right to reſume And J reſume it now 
in the name of all the non - electors in the pariſh aud 
hundred, who are the majority, and who ſhovld be 
as glad as myſelf to pay taxes only when they have 

a a mind. Dalce pro parochia , But ſuppoſe 

they chuſe to be enſlaved, I do not: Dr. Price 
| has converted me to patriotiſm. I act ac- 
cording to his admired doctrine, which is ſummed 
up in the following propoſitions. ** In. a free fate 
© EVERY MAN 7s HIS OWN, /egi/lator.” — ** Ta be free, 
is to be guided by ONES OWN uhu: And to be guided 
Ey the avill os ANOTHER I the charadter of SERVI- 
' TUDE,” — 4. fur as, in ANY INSTANCE, ig ope= 
" ration of ANY CAUSE, comes in ta reſtrain the fower 
of SELF GOVERNMENT,” (whether it be in an in- 
dividual, in a pariſh, hundred, colony, province, 
principality, or kingdom,) ** /o far SLAVERY is 
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introduced: Not ao I think that a 2 idea than 
"this of LLUBES.TY or SLAVERY can be formed,” Ac- 
" cording to tis doftrine, I'can not only refuſe pay- 
ing taxes with the majority of my hundred, but 
alone, by virtue of my own perſonal right. For 
if EVERY MAN 7s HIS OWN Ae i is plain, | 
"that he can make his own laws, Now, as I am a 
man, I am my own legiſlator; and as ſuch I enaQ, 
that Tought not to pay the tax you demand of me. 
Should you ſay, that the parliament has enated.[ 
"ſhall pay it, | reply [in Mr. Evans's and Dr. Price's 
words] Mat a man has is ABSOLUTELY his own: 
Ne man has a right to take it from him wwithoat his 
con ſent, expreſſed by himſelf. or ty his own repreſen- 
tative, i. e. by a repreſentaiive of his own chuſing. 
What authority has the parliament to cede my pro- 
perty ? „ Suck a ceſſion being incon/etent with the un- 
'alienable rights of human nature, ether binds not at 
"all; or binds. only the individuals wha made it, and 
the mem whq choſe ſuch individuals for their repre- 
ſentarives, This is not all: Dr. Price aſſerts that 
« all taxes are FREE GIFTS,” And can any thing 
be more abſurd than to wy FREE. GLET, as. 
| - | 
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if it were a_7u/? debt; eſpecially confidering-that I 
"never promiſed ſuch a gift, no nor the majority of 
the pariſh, the hundred, the county, or the king- 

dom td which I belong; the majority not having 
ſient any member to parliament? A rte giſt is to 

de given freely; and whoever will take it from us 
again our own will, contradicts himſelf, tries te 
en/lave us, labs our witals, and commits robbery. 
And is not ſuch a groſs abuſe of power ſufficient to 
rou/e me into reſſtance? Beſides, why ſhould I be 
O much afraid of raiſing a rebellion ? Does not Dr. 
Price ſay, He who will examine the hiſtory of 

« the world will find, there has generally been 
1 more reaſon for complaining that they have been 
4 too patient, than that they have been turbu- 
4 lent and rebellious ?*”” Should you object that, 
v pon this footing, all the non-voters will ſoon riſe 
' againſt the voters and their repreſentatives, and that 
the znizy of the kingdom will be broken? Ireply in 
the Doctor's pious language, If in orger io preſerve 
4% nity, one half of it” f the realm] aiuſt be enſlav- 
<«. ed to the other half, let it, in the name of God, 
% want unity.” — Of ſuch liberty as I have now 
<- deſcribed, it is impoſſible that there ſhould be 
an exceſs.” And I apply to your tyrannical de- 

mand the patriotic query, which he makes with 
reſpect to the Sovereign's claims on the province of 

_- Maſſachuſet's Bay, “ Can there be any Engliſbman 

% who, were it his own caſe, would not ſooner 

" © Joſe his heart's blood, than yield to claims fo 

<< pregnant with evils, and deſtraQtive to every 

thing that can diſitoguiſh a freeman from a ſlave? 

Nothing can exceed the wickedneſs of this pa- 
triotic ſpeech of mine about taxes, except the inſo- 
lence of that which follows, I ſuppoſe it was made 
by Satan to the Son of God, when, according to 
Milton's fancy, they encountered each other in the 
heavenly plains. I meet thee in the field [ſays the 
fiend] to defend my freedom, and aſſert the liberty 
of theſe heavenly legions. Before I pierce thy ſide 
with my ſpear, let me plerce thy conſcience with 

9 | my 
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my arguments. 7x a free late | much more in heaw 
ven where liberty is perfect] every one is his o“ 
legiſlator. To befree, is to be guided by one's 020n will; - 
and to be guided by the will of anotlier, is the character 
_ of ſervitude.” They call thee MESsIAH The PIN E; 
but for as much as thou ſay'ſt, I do nothing of my- 
/elf, and art not aſhamed to add, Father nor my 
ill, but thine be done; and to teach the mean Spi- 
rits who follow thee to pray, Thy WILL be done in' 
heaven and onenrth ; it is plain that thou ** reffrain- 
ent the power of SELF. GOVERNMENT,” and “ intro-: 
duceſt SLAVERY.” Thou art loſt to all ſenſe of 
beavenly patriotiſm: Enflaved thyſelf, thou comeſt 
to damp the noble flame of liberty, which glows: 
in theſe angelical boſoms; and to make us wear 
the badge of the moſt abject ſlavery as thou doſt, —- 
Thou proud and baſe tool of tyranny !—Can thy 
reaſon blame us for. our noble ſtruggle, fince we are 
not allowed to have our natural right of legiſlating 
for ourſelves ?? And if thoſe daſtardly ſpirits, Who 
compoſe 1 hoſts, ſay, **Neither have moſt of us; I. 
reply, Then you ſo far want liberty, and your lan- 
guage is, wwe are not free, why will they be fret Poe 
« [have ne other notion of [{avery, but being Bound 
by a law, to which I do not conjent.” Now do not 
conſent to the law which ſays, Thou ſhalt obey thy 
divine ſovereign and honour thy heavenly father: 
I: never made that law. And ſuppoſe I and my le- 
ions had made it, we have a right to repeal it. 
| For © Government is an inflitution for the benefit of 
«« the people governed, which they laue power to m- 
del. as they pleaſe.” '—* Liberty may be enjoyed in 
every poſſible degree. Liberty is moſt complete and 
* perfed, when the people have moſt of a ſhare in 
1% government, and of a controuling power over the 
4% perſons by.whom it is adminiſtered.” Now thou, 
and thy father, are the perſons, by whom heavenly 
government is adminiſtered. A ſpirit of domination, 
and luft. of power kindle thee into rage. The only ob- 
Jed of the war thou wageſt againſt us, is the extens- 
Hen of dominion, Thou wilt maintain thy uſurped. 
1 13 Supremacy 
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 fuprematy over us And we will maintain our native 


-or acquired ſupremacy over ourſelves. The preſent 
conteſt is for dominion on thy fide, as well as purs : 
Bur [like a tyrant] thou art ſtruggling for duninion 
"over OTHERS: And we [like free ſpirits} are ſtrug- 
gling for s£LP-dominion: The nobleſt of all bleſſings, 
, ſuch liberty [or ſelf-dominion] as I have 
mow deſcribed, it is impoſſible that there ſhould be an 
"exte/5.”—T, and theſe brave legions, will therefore 
"fight for it, at the hazard of our happineſs and 
glory. Self- government and ſupremacy in hell, are 
Preferable to ſervile obedience and ſubordinate gran- 
deur in heaven. „„ | 

I need not tell you, Sir, that this ſpeech of the 
Patriotic Seraph is formed upon the principles laid 
down in Dr. Price's pamphlet. You eaſily diſcern 
not only his ſentiments, but his very words and 
—— — Should you reply, that the caſe of ereatures 
is different from that of ſubjects, becauſe creatures 
Swe more to God, than /ubje#s to an earthly / be- 
reign: I grant it, and affert, that on this account 
obedience to the true God js preſcribed in the fr 
table of the law, and reaſonable fabjection to our 
Tightful ſovereign, in the ſecond table. The former 
is the firſt and great commandment. And the ſecond 
1s like unto it in dignity and importance. Therefore 
ſays St. Peter, Fear Ged and honour the king. Give 
both God and Cæßſar their due. Subject yourſelves 
to beth in their place. 1 5 


Too return: If your doctrine directly or indirectly 
Arikes at the authority of G and Cæſar, as the 


two preceding ſpeeches ſnew it does, how danger- 
dus is your patriotiſm ! | ſhall not however brand it 


with the epichets which Dr. Price applies to the 


conduct of his governors, and loyal fellow-ſubjects; 


nor ſha!l I borrow from him the words car ſed ambition 


= madn;ſi—rage—ſavage folly, &c, But with a degree 
of the Tiberty, with which Paul euizk/food Peter 70 


tie Face becauſe he as to be blamed, I ſhall venture 


to expoſtulate a moment both with him and with you. 
e a 1 | © You 


VS 


Eu. 
You are not 
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only nnen, but Britons, patrioti, lriſtt 
1 1 of the ; 0 /pel. But which. $4 theſe 

adorn, w N51 en you teach the wretched 
politicks, 1 ch, I truſt, I have refuted in theſe 
Jager ? /our capital arguments are irrational ; 

ave vou ſhewn yourſelves men 2P— If they ſax the 
foundation of all civil government; have you thewn 
yourſelves civilized men ?—If they are uncon//ituti- 
onal, betray Great Britain, tend to read from "her all 
her American dominions, and pour unde ſerved con- 


names do y 


tempt upon our rightful lawgivers; have you ſpewn 


yourſelves Britons, ſub eckt, and patriots, delſervedly 
ſo called ?—If they 10 

Chriſt's doctrine, 10% defeat the effect of his loyal 
example; have you ſhewn yourſelves chriſtians If 
2» they tend to Kindle the fire of national diſcontent, 
to make uneaſy ſubjects fly to arms; or rebellious 
ſubjeQs graſp, with new tranſports of enthuſiaſm, 
the fwords . ich they wantonly bathe in floods of 
Britiſh blood; have you acted the _ of preachers 
of the go el of eace? Have you ſhewn, that you 
of the gol ddt er honour the king 7—lf you have 
called all the powers of ſophiſtry and oratory to 
your help, to hinger, millions of fubjects from Pay- 
ing obedience to God by rendering unto Caeſar the 
| things which are Cæſar i; have you not blown the 
trumpet of diſcord ? And have you notſounded a falle 
alarm thro' the Britiſh-dominions, by repreſentin 

; our conſtitution as almeft. lofs"? "hogs? the 00 
and ** aielence of our governors, when if there js 
any likelibood of its being loſt, the danger ſprings 
from the weakneſs or iolence of the patriots, whom 
your publications intoxicate and 4ixdle into rage? 
And ſhall I praiſe you for ſuch a conduct? No.: 
Whoever they are, that admire you as bold, ſpiced 
citizens, 1 ſha!l take the liberty to conſider you as 


raſh injudicious patriots, who haye more wit than 


rudence, and intend far better than you perform. 
Should you ſay, that you have the approvation 
of ihe minority in Peel ent and of The paitiogs 
in 
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jn the city of London: I reply, that the city patri- 
ots will not be your comforters on your death- bed, 
or your judges in the great day. And what if the 
majority of mankind were on your ſide; could: 
they cauſe a docttine, which is irrational, unſcrip- 


' tural and unconflitutional,. to be agreeable to rea- 
ſon, ſcripture, and the conſtitution ? Permit me, 


then, my dear, miſtaken: fellow-labourers in the 
goſpel, to beſeech you to review our controverſy, 


to ſtudy chriflian politicks, to drop your preju- 


dices againſt our governors, to embrace genuine 
pat iotiſm, and to ſecond the efforts of. the miniſ- 
ters of ſtate and goſpel-miniſters, who try to ſtem: 


the torrent of political enthuſiaſm, which deloges- 


America, and threatens to overflow Great Britain. 
itſelf. So ſhall you undo the harm, which you 
have undeſignedly done; and our revolted fellow- 


| ſabjeRs, inſtead of curſing the Fay when you con- 
$ 


firmed them in their fin, will bleſs you for giving: 
them an antidote as powerful as the error, which. 
now poiſons their minds, and diſtracts their coun- 
tiy. | | 

Should you wonder, Sir, at my repeated oppo- 
fitioa to your principles, I ſhall urge two things 
by way of apology for it: (1), Tho? I believe that 
you and your fecond mean well, yet ſome of your 
principles have, I-fear, a. tendency. to raiſe or. fo- 


ment a ſpirit of diſobedience, ſedition, and anar- 


chy. And (z) As a miniſter of the church of Eng- 
land, 1 bave ſubſcribed to the doctrine of the Ho- 
mily againſt diſobedience and wilful rebellion, which 
contains this remarkable ejaculation, * God of 
his infinite mercy grant unto. us; that we may 
* be—good, natural, lovieg, and obedient ſub» . 
« jets ;—not only ſhewing all obedience ourſelves; 
* but, as many. of us 4s are able, to the utmoſt of 


* our power, ability, and underſtanding, [endea- 


vouring} * to ſtay and repreſs all rebels and rebel» 


lions againſt God, our gracious prince, and na- 
- -* tural country, at every occaſion that is offered unto 


6 us £ 
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© us! And that which we are all abli to do, un- 
* leſs we do it, we ſhall be moſt wicked, and moſt 
. © worthy to feel in the end ſuch extreme plagues 
as God has ever poured upon rebels.” I produce 
this quotation, not to charge you, Sir, or Dr, 
Price, with diſobedience and wilful rebeilion, for [ 
firmly believe you intend no ſuch thing. I only 
want to remind you, that by my ſubſcriptions as a 
miniſter, my baptiſm as a chriſtian, and my oath 
of allegiance as a ſubject, | am bound, ar the oc- 
. ca/ion offered me by your reply and your quotations, 
10 do what I am able to ao in order to redtify your 
miſtakes, and guard my readers againſt what ap- 
pears to me the natural tendency of your priaci- 


ples. And now, Sir, having cleared my conſci- 


ence with reſpect to you, and the ingenious Dr. 
Price, whom you have called to your aſſiſtance, I 
quit the thankleſs office of a faithful reprover, and 
reſuming that of a friendly controvertiſt, I aſſure 
you, that, notwithſtanding the difference of our 
political and religious ſentiments, I am with chriſ- 
tian fincerity and love, : 1 
| Rev. Sir, 

Your Obedient 

Servant in Chrift, 


3 
POSTSCRIPT. 


4 N my firſt Letter, 5 omitted an important 


| anſwer to your capital argument. You ſup- 
oſe, Sir, that the Coloniſts are enſlaved and rob- 
bed when they are taxed by the kiog and the par- 
liament, becauſe © every ſhilling which they [the 
members 
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members of the Britiſh parliament} cakr out of the 
. pocket of an American, is ſo nuch ſaved in their 


- . own.” To this J object the improbability that a 


"Britiſh legiflaror would ſo far demean himſelf, as 
to ſave 1 ſhil:ing in his purſe, by oppreſſtve- 
ly taking one out of an American's pocket.—You 
reply by infinuating, that I have not ſo high an 
opinion of the honeſty of our legiflators as | ex- 
preſs; and that, if I lent a few thouſands to one 
of them, I ſhould take care not to part with my 
money without receiving a proper bond. To the 
- anfwer which | have given you, p. 28, pernmit me 
to add that which follows, 5 | | 
Suppoſing that a member of parliament would 
act a knave's part for the ſake of a few thou» . 
fands“ wherewith he could enrieh himjeſf; yet it 
is abſurd to ſoppoſe, that he would turn robber, 
to ſhare his booty with near fix millions of people. 
For if a member of -parliament picks an Ameri- 
can's pocket by taxing bim, the ſhilling which ke 
takes from the American does not fave a ſhilling 
in his owa pocket, as you-tnfineate : It is only a 
ſhilling ſaved for Great- Britain in general, — that 
is, for near ſix millions of people. I ſhall not ſay 
then, What gentleman is there in parliament.— 
but what felon is there in Newgate, who would 
think it worth his while to pick an American's 
pocket of a ſhilling, or even of three millions of 
ſhillings, to ſhare the profit of his villainy among 
ſix millions of people? Your grand argument 
therefofe, confidered in this light, wants not only 
ſolidity, but even plauſibility : Since it is founded 
on an abſurd, uncharitable probability, which falls 
ſhort o a rational probability, aol as much 
as a ſingle unit fails ſhort of fix millions. 
The precediog obſervation is applicable to your 
:doftrine of liberty. Civil liberty, if we believe 
you, Sir, and Dr. Price, is one and the ſame 
thing with the power of making our own laws 11 
com mon with our fellow-ſubjects. According to this 
notion, ſuppoſing that, to make our awn laws, we 
Re res 
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repealed all the laws which have been made in Eng- 
land by former legiſlators. ; — ſuppdſing that all the 
ſubjects of Great Britain are free in your ſenſe of. 
the word; that their number is nine millions ; 
and that one has as much right to make laws as 
another; ſuppoſing this, | ſay; upon your ſcheme 
it follows, that the degree of /egifative poauer, 
i. e. of /iberty, which falls to the ſhare of an En- 
gliſhman, beats as inſignificant a proportion to h 
FULL power of legiſlation, i. e. tO FULL liberty, as 
a ſingle voice bears to eight millions nine hundred 
and ninety nine thouſand nine hundred and ninety 
nine voices, If the crown itſelf, and the power 
annexed to it, were divided into ſo many parts, 
they wauld be ſo little and ſo inſignificant, that 
none but fools would think it worth their while to 
contend. an hour about one ſuch part of the royal 
dignity, But this is not all: If the old adage, 
Tot capita tot ſenſus, is true ;—if every man has 
his peculiar turn for legiſlation, as well as his pe- 
culiar - complexion and look ;—if no one is Nos 
but ſo far as he is governed according to his own 
legiſlative mind ;—if nine millions of Britiſh ſub- 
jets have as much right to make Britiſh laws as 
Dr. Price ;—and if the majority are to carry their 
point againſt the minority; there are nine million 
degrees of probability to one, that Dr. Price, upon 
his own ſcheme, will be forced to give up his own 
legiſlative will; and that the laws made by others 
ſhall prevail againſt his own ſelf-made laws, And 
is not this a proof, that after all the ado he makes 
about liberty, he only leads us to a.liverty, which 
is as far from what he calls complete liberty, as a 
ſingle unit is far from nine millions? And that 
he brings us as near the ſtate which you are pleaſed 
to call abjef favery, as having onlyagne ſhare of 
that part of the legiſlative power which is loSged 
in the houſe of Commons out of nine millions of 
ſhares, is near to having nothing to do with legiſ- 
lation at all? If theſe obſervations are juſt, is it 
not evident, Sir, that your doctrine of cv. liber- 
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ty reſts on frivolous and irrational refinements, a 


well as your American patriotim fo 
Permit me to make one more remark upon tax. 
ation. Page 47, I have quoted you and Dr. Price, 


who both agree to mention an act of parliametit, 


where ** certain duties, &C. are ſaid to be GIVEN 


and GRANTED by the parliament to the king.” 


Looking now into your pamphlet, I take notice 
that you put the words given and granted in ita- 
lies. Should you do it to infinvare, that the taxes 


which we pay are not a DEBT, but a FREE GIFT © 


from us and our FELLOW SUBJECTS ; permit me, 


Sir, to anſwer your indirect argument by obſerve 


ing, that the /-g//ative power being chiefly lodged ' 


in the parliament, as the executive power is Chicfl 
lodged in the 4ing ; the leg iſlati ve power may wit 


propriety GIVE and GRANT to the executive power 
the revenue ariſing from ſuch and ſuch taxes. All 


that can therefore be reaſonably inferred ſrom the 
two expreſſions, on which you ſeem to lay fo much 


ſtreſs, is that the legiſlative power gives and 


o 


grants ſupplies to the king, as the firſt commander 


of the fleet and army: But to (conclude from 
thence, that taxes are not bu by the people to the 


legiſlative and protecti vs power, is as abſurd, un- 


ſcriptural and unconſtitutional, as to conclude, that 


all the freeholders are /egi/ators, that all who bave 
no vote for parliament men are /awves, and that 
the ſupreme and governing power is in the hands. 


of the governed :— Three dangerous opinions theſe, 


which are to your levelling patriotiſm, what the 


ſer. 


three heads of Cerberus are to that fabulous mon- 


n Tri 


r Es 


Rev. Sin, | Nees 
Should be inexcuſable if I concluded my refu- 


tation of Dr. Price's antichriſtian politicks, with- 


 out-doing him the juſtice to confeſs, that he has 
advanced a chriſtian argument, which I cannot pro- 
perly anſwer, and which is ſo awful, that it highly 
deſerves the attention of all, who wiſh well to 
church and ſtate, Take it in his own words. In 


66 


this hour of tremendous danger, it would be- 


come us to turn our thoughts to heaven, This 
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is what our brethren in the Colonies are doing. 
From one end of North America to the other, 
they are FasSTING and PRAYING, But what are 
we doing f—Shocking thought! we are ridicul- 
ing them as fanatics, and ſcoffing at religion, 


We are running wild after pleaſure, and forget» 


ting every thing ſerious and decent at maſque-- 


.rades, We are gambling in gaming houles; 


trafficking for boroughs; perjuring ourſelves at 
elections; and ſelling ourſelves for places. Which 


_ fide. then is Providence likely to favour ? In 


America we ſee a number of riſing ſtates in the 
vigor of youth, &c. and animated by IE Tx. 


Here we ſee an old ſtate, &c. inflated and ix E- 


L1Grovs, enervated by luxury, &c. and hang- 


ing by a thread. Can we lcok without pain on 


1 Loet. 4. 
There is more ſolidity in this argument, than in 
all that Dr. Price has advanced. If the Coloniſts 
throng the houſes of God, while we throng play- 

houſes, or houſes-of ii fame; if they eroud their 
communion- tables, while we croud the gaming 
table or the feſtal board; if they pray, while we 

curſe; if they faſt, while we get drunk; and keep 
the ſabbath, while we pollute it; if they ſhelter 
under the protection of heaven, While our chief 

attention is turned to our hired troops; we are in 
danger —in great danger. Be our cauſe never fo 
ood, and our force never fo formidable; our caſe 
is bad, and our ſucceſs doubtful. Nay, the Lord 
/ hoſts, who, of old, ſold his diſobedient people 
into the [hands of their onripghteoss enemies, to 
chaſtiſe and humble them, —thiz righteous Lord 
may give ſueceſs to the arms of the Colonies, to 
pun if chem for their revolt, and vs for our pro- 
1 A youth that believes and prays as 
avid, is a match for a giant that ſwaggers and 
curſes as Goliath, And they that, in the name of 
the Lord, enihufraftically encounter their enemies 
in a bad cauſe, bid fairer for ſaeceſs than they that, 
In a good cauſe, prophanely go into the field; truſt- 
ing only in the apparent ſtrength of an arm of 
 +Neſh. Todiſregard-the King's righteoas commands, 
as the Coloniſts do, is bad: But to deſpiſe the firſt- 
table commandments of che King of 'kings,, as we 
do, is ſtill worſe. Nor do 1 ſee how-we can anſwer 
it, either to reaſon or our own Cconſciences, to be fo. 
- Intent on inforcing Britiſh laws, and ſo remys in 
yielding obedience to the laws of God. If the ca- 
pita] command, Far God, and honour the hing, 
could be properly parted ;-ſhould- not eras, 
tian prefer the former part to the latter? Will our 
Honouriog the #ing atone for our diſhonouring God? 
And can we expect, that our loyalty ſhall make 

amends for our impiety or luke warmneſs 7 
Is ĩt not ſurpriſing, that amidſt all the prepara- 
tions, which have been made to ſubdue the revolted 
Colonies, none ſhould have been made to check 
„ Our 


L.. uU. [ 93 ] 


our open rebellion againſt God; and that it all 
our nationat applications to foreigu princes for 
Kelp; we ſhould have forgotten a public applications 
to , pri ner of m lings i Hit earth? Many wells _ 
withers to their country» flatte fed themſelves; that : 
# 4 time, when the Britiſn empire ſtamds, as Dr. 
Price juſtly obſerves, on tr edge ſo peritous,”” 
our ſyperions-wauld! have appointed a day of hum. 
Natien and prayer — to- confeſs the national. 
-\S fins, Which have provoked God' to Tet Tooſe a ſpirit 
of political enthuſiaſqꝶ and revolt upon us; —a day 
to implore pardon for our paſt trabſꝑreſſions, and 
to reſelve upom a more religives and lbyal courſe 
of life ;—a day to beſeech the Father of lights and 
mercies to /2achh at this important juntture, our 
ſenutbr ] auiſlium in a pecbfiar manner; and to in- 
. fpire them witk ſuch feadineſs and mildneſs, that 
by their prudence, courage, and condeſcenſion, _ 
the wat may be ended with little effuſion of blood; 
and, if poſſible, without ſRedding any more blood 

' & all. Thouſands expected to ſee ſach à day; 

_ thisking that it becomes us, as reformed chrifti- 1. 
ans, nationally to addreſs the throne of grece, 4 
and intreat God to turn the hearts of the Coloniſts | | 
towards as, and ours towards them, that we may 
ſpeedily bury our mutual animoſities in the grave 
of our cemmon Savyour, And not a few ſuppoſed, 
that humanity bids os feel for the myriads of our 
fellow - creatures, who are going to offer up their 
lives in the field of battle; and that charity and 
piety require us to pray that they may penitently | ih 
part with their fins, and ſolemnly prepare them- | = 
jelves fer a ſafe paſſage, I ſhall not ſay from Bri- | 3 
tain to America; but, if they are called to it, 
from time into eternity. — Such, | ſay, were the ex- 
pectationg of thoafands, but hitherto their hopes 
and wines have been diſappointed, ' 

Dr. Price knows. how to avail himſelf of ous 

omiſſion or delay in this reſpect, to ſtrengthen the 

bands of the American patriots, by infinuating, 

that heaven will not be propitious to us; and that 
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% our cauje is fuck, as gives DIG. g 60 7 ft 
% God to bleſt A qe can tell what ſewel this 
plauſible obſervation of his, will add to the wild 


fire of political enthuſiaſm, which barns already 


too fiercely: in the breaſts of thouſands of injudi- 
cious religioniſts. I therefore. bumbly ho hope, that 
our governors will conſider Dr. Price's objeQion 
taken from oor immorality and prophaneneſs ; and 
that they. will let the world we are neither 

aſhamed. nor afraid to ſpread the juſtice of our 
cauſe before the Lord of hoſts, and. to implore his 
bleſſing upon the army going. to America, to en- 
force... gracious. offers of n and reaſonable 


terms of reconeiliation. 


And why, after all, ſhould; we be. aſhamed of 
2 king help of Gad, as well as of German, princes ? 
Have we :never-read ſuch awful ſeriptures as theſe 2 
Save us, O king of heaven, WHEN we call upon 
* THEE, Some put their truſt. in chariots, and 
* ſome. in horſes; But ws WIL remember the 
name of the Lord our God. Bleſſed be my ſtrong 
* helper, who svapURTH. the people unto me, 
a and ſeneth' me above mine ad verſaries.— I. bro; | 
* THEE will we averthrow our enemies, and in 
* THY name will we tread them under that riſe 
1 againſt. vs; For I will not truſt in my bow: It 
is not my ſword. that ſhall, [comparatively] help 
me. — Be not afraid of this + great multitude; 
+ for the battle is not yours, but Gop's.—All the 
aſſembiy ſhall know, that the Lord ſaveth not 
* with 2 d ſpears. 2 . battle is * 
s . Fal 
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- Our own hiſtory, as well às the ſcripture, con- 
Arms Dr. Price's objeQion taken from our neglett 
of the religious means of ſucceſs in the preſent 
, conteft. It is well known to many, that io the ci- 
vil wars of the laſt age, a national diſregatd of the 
Lord's day, and the avowed - contempt of God's 
name, which prevailed in the king's party, did 
him unſpeakable injury. For multitudes..of men 
who feared God, ſeeing prophaneneſs reign. in the 
army of the royaliſts, while religious duty was, ſo- 
lemnly performed by the forces of the parliament; 
and being unable to enter into the; political queſ- 
tions, whence the quarrel aroſe, judged of the cauſe 
according to: religious appearances; : and fided 
againſt the king, merely becauſe /they fancied that 
he ſided againſt God. Nor were there wanting:men 
of the greateſt candor and penetration, who 
thought, that this was one of the principal cauſes 
of the overthrow of our church and ſtate; Crom- 
well tles availing himſelf of this appearance, 
as Dr. Price does now, to perſuade religious peo- 
ple, that he was fighting the Lord's battles, and 
that oppoſing the king and the biſhops was only 
oppoſing tyranny and a prophane hierarchy... To 
ſhew. how much our - want of religious decency 
coatributed towards the overthrow. of our churen 
and government in the laſt century, I ſhall produce 
an other extract from the Rew. Mr. Baxter Narra- 
tive of his life and times. That candid divine and 
judicious poli;ician, aſter mentioning the unhappy 
differences between thoſe Who conform to the 
church of England, and thoſe who do not, ſays: 
Page 32, &c, * When they [the nonconformiſts} 
had been a while called by that name, [ Puritan}, 
the vicious multitude of the ungodly called all 
s Puritans, that were ſtrict and ſerious, were they 
ever ſo conformable: So that the ſame name, in 
a Biſhop's mouth, ſignified a Nonconformiſt; and 
in an ignorant ' drunkard's or. (wearer's mouth, 
*. ſigniffed. a godly chriſtian. But the people, being 
* the greater number, became among themſelves 
K 3 4 maſters 
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{| 4 * maſters of the ſenſe, The ignorant rabble bear 

Wl ig that the biſhops were againſt the Puritans | 

1 _ :© [not having wit to know whom they meant] were 

; * emboldened the more againſt all thoſe whom 

ur called Paritans theniſelyes; their rage 

| _ + © againſt the godly was enereaſed; and they oried 

i up the biſhops, sec. becauſe they were againſt 

j| 5 the Pariiast. — Thos the intereſts of the Diocel- 

5 ans, and of the prophane ſort of people, were 

=” + unhappily twiſted? Pe Yer ti of Ts 

A all the Nonconformiſts were againſt the 
. *  prelates,” | coe intereft was cloſely connedrd with 
ne king's} * ſo others of the mott godly people 
wers alienated from the biſhops; becauſe the 
malignant fort were petmitied to make religions 
- perſons their common feorn ;<—becauſe they ſaw 
© fo many vicious men zmong the conformable 
+ clergy betauſe /a/fing and praying, &c. were 
ſo ſtriftly looked after, that the biſhop's courts 

did make it much more perilous, than common 
ſwearing and drunkenneſs proved to the ungod- 
* ly ;--becauſe the book, that was publiſhed for 
# Recraations onthe Lord 's day, made them think, 
that the biſnops concurred with the prophane ; 

wage, ſo great a number of conformable mi- 


niflers/ were ſuſpended or puniſhed for not read - 
ing the Bod4 o Sports on Sundays, & c. and ſo 
many thouſand families, and many worthy mi- 
niſters, driven out of the land, &c.—all theſe, 
upon my own: koowledge, were the true cauſes, 

Why ſo great a number of thoſe perſons, who 
were counted mof? yeligicies, fell in with the pat- 
© liament;  infomuch that the generality of the 

* ſtricter ſort of (preachers joined with them.— 
Very few of all that learned and pious ſynod at 

5 Weltminſter were Nonecdb formiſts before, and 
yet were for the parliament; ſuppoſing that the 

_ © intereſt of regius lay on that Tide,%—— En 

pon my knowledge, many that were not wiſe 
. © envugh. to underſtand the truth about the cauſe 
5 ofthe king and parliament, did yet run into the 
The © #1 pParliament's 
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© partiament's arthies, or take their part, as ſhee 
do together for company; being moved by this 
argument, Sure God will not ſuffer almoſt all 
his moſt religious ſervants to err in ſo great a 
„„ matter: If theſe ſhould periſh, what will be- 
e come of religion? — But theſe were inſuffi- 
cient grounds to go upon. And abundance of 
© the ignorant ſort of the country, who were ci- 
vil, did: flock in to the parliament, and filſed 
vp their armies. afterwards, merely becauſe they 
heard men /wwear for the common prayers and 
_ - © biſhops, and heard others. pray that were againit 
them; and beeauſe they heard the king's fol- 
+4 diers with horrid oaths abuſe the name of God, 
. + and faw them live in debauchery ; and the par- 
* liament's ſoldiers flock io fermons, talk of reli. 
gion, and pray and ſing pfalms together' oa 
their guards. All the ſober men, that | was ac · 
© quainted with, who were againſt the parliament, 
were wont to ſays The king has the better 
*:CAUSE, but the parliament has % better N. 
And indeed this unhappy complication of the 
« intereſt of prelacy and prophaneneſs, and this 
* oppoſition of the intereſt of prelacy to the tem - 
per of the generality of the religions party, was 
the vis Cavss of the overthrow of the 
king, in the eye of all the underſtanding world.“ 
Page 31. * Tho” it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
4% publis ſafety, and liberty wrooght very much 
with moſt, efpecially the nobility and gentry, 
' who adhered to the parliament: Yet was it 


matters, that filled yp the parliament's —_ 


lem epi ſcopale For thouſands that wiſhed for 


* a] who uſed to talk of God and heaven, 


— . 
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* and. ſcripture. and. holineſs, and read books of 
* devotion, and pray in their families, and ſpend 
the Lord's day in religious exerciſes, ard ſpeak 
© againſt ſwearing, curſing, drunkenneſs, pro- 
« phaneneſs, &c. I ſay, the main body of this 
fort of men adhered to the parliament. ' And on 


the other ſide, the gentry that were · not ſo preciſe 


© apd ſtrict againſt an oath, or gaming, or plays, or 
drinking — nor, troubled hemſelver ſo 2 2 
bout God and the world to come; and the mi- 
*. viiters and people that were for the king's Book 
6 * for dancing and recreation on the Lord's days; and 
« thoſe that made not ſo great a matter of every fin, 

* but were glad to hear a ſermon which laſhed the 
* Puritans, &c, the main body of theſe ves a- | 

* galuſt the parliamept,” 1 

„Page 44. Aud bere ! muſt repeat the GREAD 
*. CAUSE of the parliament's ſtrength, and the 
f KING'S Kulx: and that was, that the debauched 
4,rabble thro? the land, emboldened by his gentry, 
and ſeconded by the common ſoldiers of his ar- 
my. took all that were called Puritans for their 
enemies. And, tho” ſome, ofthe king's gentry 
and ſuperior flicers. were. ſo civil, that they 
15 would do... no ſuch. thing; yer that was no ſecu- 
ritto the cauntty, while the multitude did what 
-+ 4bey liſt. 80. that if, any one was noted for a 
+ fact, preacher, , or or a.man of a pious life, he 
„was plundered og abhſed, and in danger of his 


. lite... And if a man did bu pray in bis family, 


* or were but beard, to repeat a ſermon, or ſing a 
CE pſalm, they "cried out Rebel! Fre and 
all their goods that were portable proved guiliy, 
n how innocent. loever they Were themſelves. - 
i. ſuppoſe: this. was, kept from, the knowl: dge of the 
* king, and: perbaps of many ſober Lords of the 
4 council; for. few could come near them; z and it 
-* is the fate. of ſuch, not to debe evil. of thoſe 
+; thazthey think are for them; nor good of thoſe 
that tbey think ate «gainfl. them, But, upon my 


2 derm in knowledge, 7 was it that filled the ar- 
| n view 
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« mies and garriſons of the parliament with /ober,' 
gioas men, Thouſands had no mind to meddle 
with the wars, but greatly defired to live peace- 
© ably: at home, when the rage of ſoldiers and 
©, drunkards' would not let them. Some ſtayed till 
* they: had been plundered, perhaps twice or thrice 
© over, —but moſt were afraid of their lives, and 
ſo they fought refuge in the parliament's garri- 
© ſons, — and were fain to take up arms and be fol- 
© dicrs to get'bread” 1 
Mr. Baxter's account of Cromwell's character 
and of his religious troop, is too remarkable not to 
deſerve a place in this extract. P. 98, No mere 
man was better' and worſe ſpoken” of than he, 
[Cromwell] according as men's intereſts: led their 
jodgments : The ſoldiers and ſectaries moſt highly 
_ ©. magnified bim, till he began to ſeek the crown. 
And then there were ſo mavy that would be 34. 
* ings themſelves, that a king did ſeem intolerable 
to them. The Royalifts abhorred bim as a moſt 
2 peridious bypoerite; and the Preſbyterians 
thought him lietle better. If aſter may 
« others, I may ſpeak my opinion of him, I think 
© that having been a prodigal in his youth, and 
4 afterwards. changed to a zealous 'relipionif, he 
meant honeſtly in the main courſe of his life, i 
<. profperity and ſucceſs corrupted him, At his firſt 
entrance into the wars, being but a captain of 
_ © horſe, he had ſpecial care to get religious men 
ib his troop. Theſe men were of greater un- 
« derſtanding than common foldiers, and therefore 
© were more apprehenſive of the importance of the 
„ wars and making not money, but that which 
6. ;hey took for the public ſelicity, to be their end, 
s they were the more engaged to be valiant. For 
be that makes money his end, eſteems his life 
« aboye bis pay, and therefore is likely enough to 
5. ſave, it by flight When danger comes. But he 
+. that makeih tho felicity of church and fate bis 
end, eſteemeth it above his life, and therefore 
.* will dhe fodder lay dowa hie lite for it. —- Thi, 
e 
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Cromwell undenſtood, and that none would be 
« fuck valiant men as: the religions. I conjefture* 
that at His firſt otu fing ſuch: men 2ato kis troop,” 
- ©: ie was che very eſtee m and dove of refigieusy men 
Ithae prineipatly moved: him. By, mis means he 
ſped better than he expected. Phat trdop- did 
4 prove ſo valiant, thaty; as: far ab: b ou team,” 
© they never onte ran away before: an enemy Herr- 
open he got a commifſion;. and: brought this 
* troop into a double regimeat of fourterm full 
Stops; and ali theſt as: full af revigavuc mend as 
© h= cout ger. Tbeſe having more tham ordim dry 
« wit and reicffatitin, ad morenthanrondinary tucs 
* ceſs: With thei eeſſes the heunta botly of caps 
+ tain 'add foldiens: deret ly 7 roſd both in pride ar | 
enpectation j afidithe:familiativy: of many” honel 
errodeeus men Anabaptiſts, Antihomians, & c. 
began witbai quickly to Gena pt their judgments; 
©, Hereopon Cranwell's. .re/igins zeal: giverb; away 
© to the power of that Abit, Which ſtillin- 
dran ſetii as his ſucceſſes increaſes; Boch preg: and 
dumbim conguned im! een e alk that 
hel thonght ie Pacty pleade th for chem as 
alu, and ambition ſecneftly telleth him what 
5 v{s he might make of them. He meaneth well 
" in all this as the beginning, and thinketh that 
Ide. does all. for the ſafety of the godly; amd che 
public mon but not without an W bo him. 
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| e hifforian/Baving Rad Jo good an opporf@nity'of knowing 
Cromwell 'as zudicous NI Banter, . — Was perſonally 
qnainted with him, and ſerved in his army as chaplain; — of 
my neaders will be glad to ſee what he farther ſays of that extra- 
ordinar man, 

n idee, trad broken 6h alf car Dance, 
ehe FGlomwell}® wat zn che face of the ſnongeſſ thin ptithons 
+ \whishe Bongwaed! him when he had compbred others IId 

thought that he had hitherto done well; WSN, Nao | 

c mace him great; that if the = was law ul Nat the Ki, any 
E tal; * it Was tawful to fight agalnſt ing Yo. 
1 qver 


het. 4. = © Th 
From tbis extract it appears; that Cromwell, 
Aike Dr. Price, rode the great horſe Religion, as 
well as the great hotſe Liberty; and that the heſt 
Way to counter-work the enthuſiafm of patrjotic 
religionifts, is to do conflitutional Liberty aud ferip- 
tutal Neligior pull jusrieg; by defending the 
Jyrner againſt the attacks ef deſpotie monareſs an 


the right band, and Ze/porie mobs onthe left; and 


(by preſerving the latter from the-eppoſite onſets of 
prophane #1; Yels- on the left hand and enthufraſtical 
reltgiomſts.on the right. 1 humbly tope, that our 
governers will always ſo aveid one extreme, as not 
to run into the other; and that, at this time, th 

Nil fo guard againſt the very appearances of irre- 
-Jigion and immorality, as to leave Dr. Price, fo far 
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e quer him, it was lawful to uſe him as a conquered enemy; and 
& that it would be a fooliſh thing to truſt him, when they had ſo 
« provoked him. Eereupon he joined with that party in the par- 
2 bo were for cutting off the king, and raiſed with 
© them the independents and ſectaries in the army, city, and eoun- 
try, to make a faction. Accordingly he modelled the army, 
'© gj{banded the forces which were-like to have hindered his deſign, 
pulled down the preſbyterian majority in parliament and then 
the parliament; being the more eaſily perſuaded that all this 
© was lawful, becauſe he had a ſecret eye to his own exaltation; 
© thinking that when the king was gone, a government there 
- © muſt be, and that no man was ſo fit for it as himſelf, —Havjng 
© thus forced his conſcience to juſtify all his caufe, he thinketh 


that the end being good and neceflary, the nexeflary means can- 


«„ not he bad. And accordingly, he giveth his iktereſt leave to 
ing 


tell him, ho far promiſes and yows. ſball be kept or broken. — 
Hence he thought ſecrecy a virtue, diſſimulation no vice, and a 


lie, or perfidiouſneſs tolerable in caſe of neceſſity.— His name 
ſtandeth as a monitory monument to poſterity, to tel] them the 
Habu of man in ſtrong temptatians; —uhat grear ſucchſt. 


4 


| D 
draw men into. Hence it appears, candid; Mr. . 


d ered, tht Cromwell was pnce a good and pious man, who fell 
ben God's fear into complicates wickedneſs, : thro" the: external 
-. Allurements of ſuc:eſs and ambition, 

"of antinomianiſir. 
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and thro the internal ſnare 


as in them lies, no room to injure our Cauſe by ar- 
188 taken from our want of devotion and of a 
ſtrict regard to ſound morals. What we owe to 
God, to ourſelves, and to the Colonies, calls upon 
us to remove whatever may give any juſt offence 
to thoſe who ſeek occaſion to reflect upon us. The 
Coloniſts narrowly watch us: Let their keen in- 
ſpection make us diligently watch ourſelves. Fe 
Let us eſpecially take care neither to embezzle, 
nor miſapply the national income: But, as faith- . 
ful guardians and ſtewards of the money raiſed for | 
the neceſſary expences of the government, let us 
Jas many as are entruſted with the collecting or 
expending of that conſecrated treaſure] ſhew our- 
ſelves difintereſted, thrifty, and invariably juſt. 
Nothing can render our doctr ine of taxation odious 
to conſcientious people, but a needleſs rigor in the 
-colleQing,; and a wanton profuſion in the ſpending 
of the public revenue. I know that uneaſy men, 
intent upon ſedition and revolt, are apt to ſay 
whatever can palliate their crime. The leaſt miſ- 
demeanor of individuals, let it be ever ſo much 
did from, or diſapproved of by our governors, 
will always appear to ſuch men a ſufficient reaſoa 
to pour floods of reproach upon the adminiſtration, 
Thus, if we may depend upon the Sr. Janes Chro- 
nicle, Dr. Franklin, a member of the American 
Congreſs,” inſinuates, that the government is 
% made deteſtable by governors, who when they 
4 have crammed their coffers, and made them 
* ſelves ſo odious to the people, that they can no 
«. longer remain among them with ſafety to their 
2 perſons, are W and rewarded, with pen- 
% fjons:— That the produce of the taxes is not 
applied to the defence of the provinces, and 
« the better ſupport of government; but beſtow- 
« ed where it is not neceſſary, in augmenting ſa- 
"66 Jaries, or penſions :>And that a board of cfli- 
% cers compoſed of the moſt indiſcreet, illbred, 
« and infolent men that can be found, live in 
ee, gring hren opon the ren and blood 


* 
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of the induſtrious, whom they worry with 
hy groundleſs and expenſive proſecutions, before 
© arbitrary revenue-judges.” I hope, for the ho- 

vour of the adminiſtration, that -prejudice guided 
Dr. Franklin's pen, When it dropped theſe invidi- 
pus hints, Should we have given him any juft 
ground for ſuch ſevere inſinuations, it becomes vs 
to remove it with all ſpeed ; ſetting dur ſeal to the 
| noble maxim, which Dr. Price advances aſter Lord 
8 Chatham; Refitude is dignity. Opprefſion only is 
Ls meunneſs; and juſtice, honour." * 4 5 

Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, ſays the wiſe man, 

But fin is a reproach to any people, and may prove 

the ruin of the moſt powerful empire. Violence 

brought on the deluge. Luxury overthrew Sodom. 

Cruel uſage of the Iſraelites deſtroyed Egypt. 

Complete wickedneſs cauſed the extirpation of the 
Canaanites. Imperiouſneſs, and an abuſe of the 
power of taxation, rent ten tribes from the kings 
1 dom of Judah. Pride ſunk Babylon. Nineveh 
and Jeruſalem, by timely repentance, once rever- 
ſed their awful doom; but, returning to their for- 
mer ſins, they ſhared at laſt the fate of all the fates, 
which have filled up the meaſure of their iniguities. 
And have we taken ſo few ſtrides towards that aw- 
ful period, as to render national repentance need- 
leſs in this day of trouble? By fomenting conten- 
tions and wars among the natives of Africa, in 
order to buy the pritoners whom they take from 
each other; have not ſome of our countrymen 

turned Africa into a field of blood? Do not the 
ſighs of myriads of innocert negroes unjuſtly 
| trariſported from their native country to the Britiſh 
dominions, call night and day for vengeance upon 
us; whilſt their groans upbraid the hypocritical 
friends of l;berty, who buy, and ſell, and whip 
their fellow men as if they were brotes; and abs 

ſurdly complain that e are enſlaved, when it is 
they themſe]ves, who deal in the liberties and bo- 

dies of men, as graziers do in the liberties and 

bodies of oxen? 5 | 1 

TT.. "Ss * „„ ee 
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And is what I beg leave to call oor Nabob-trade 
in the Faß, more confiſtent with humanity, than 
dur a ve irn in the South and , Who can 
tell how many myriads of men have been cut off 
in the Eaſt Indies by famine or wars, Which had 

their riſe from the ambition, covetouſneſs, and 
ctuelty of Tome of our countrymen? And if no 
vindictive notice has been taken of thefe barbarous 
and bloody ſcenes, has not the nation made them 
in ſome degree her own? And does not that in- 
nocent blood, the price of which has been im- 
rted with impunity, and now circulates thro? 
the kingdom to feed our luxury does not all that 
blood, I ſay, ſpeak louder for vengeance againſt 
us, than the blood of Abel did againſt his murder- 
'ous brother? — The juſtice of the nation, "ſays 
Dr. Price, has ſlept over theſe enormities, Will 
the juſtice of heaven ſleep? No: but it ſtill pa- 
tiently waits for our réformation; nor will it, I 
Hope, wait in vain: But if it does, the ſuſpended 
blow will in the end deſcend with redoubled force, 
and fArike us with aggravated ruin. For God will 
be avenged on all impenitent nations: He has one 
rule for them and for individvals: Except they re- 
a peu, ſays Chriſt himſelf, they all all likewiſe 
eri. | | a | 
18 Let our deotion be improved by the American 
"£ontroverly, - as well as our morals, Inſtead of 
86 /coffing at religion, as Dr. Price ſays we do, let 
us honour the piety of the Coloniſts. So far at 
leaſt, as their religious profeſſions are conſiſtent, 
* fincere, and ſcriptural, let them provoke us to a 
rational concern for the glory of God, and our e- 
ternal intereſts. Were we to contend with our Ame- 
_ .. rican Colonies for /apremacy in'vIRTUE and pEvo- 
'710N, how noble would be the ſtrife! How worthy 
of a proteſtant-kingdom, and a mother-country! 
And does not political wiſdom, as well as brotherly 
love, require us to do ſomething in order to root 
up their inveterate prejudices againſt us and our 
church? Have we forgotten that mary of the firſt 
5 Coloniſts 
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Coloniſts croſſed the Atlantic for conſcience? ſake 5 
ſee king in the woods. of America, ſame, a ſhelter 
againſt aur anee-pepſecuting hierarchy ;.and others, 
a refuge from our epidemical prophaneneſs? And 
does nat their offspring look upon us in the ſame 
odious light, in which Dr. Price places us? Do 
they not abhor or deſpiſe us, as impious,. immoral 
men, *©* exervated: by luxury; - men, with whom 
it is dangerous to. be. connected, and who may 
3 N calamities, that ſhall recover to ręflectiun 
[ perhaps. to DEVQTION |, Libertines aud Atheifts" 
bemſelves ? 1 „ | | 
And is: it only, for God's. ſake,. for. the ſake 
of our own ſouls, and for the ſake of the Coloniſts, 
that we ſhould look to our conduct and chriſtian 
8 Are there not multitudes of raſh re ; 
igioniſts. in the kingdom, who ſuppoſe that all the 
praying people in England are for the Americapsy 
and who warmly eſpouſe their part, merely becauſe 
they are told, that the Colonia fat and pray,” 
while ave forget every thing, ſerious and decent, 
and becauſe: prejudiced' geachers confidently aſk. 
with Dr. Price, Michi fide is providence likely to 
favour?” Would to God all our legiſlators felt, 
the weight of this objection, which can as eafily 
miſlead moral and religious people in the preſent 
age, as it did in the laſt! Would to God they ex- 
erted themſelves in ſuch a manner, that all unpre- 
judiced men might ſee, the king and parliament 
have .** the better men, as well as ** the better 
cauſe!” Would to God, that by timely re forma- 
tion, and ſolemn addreſſes to the throne oſ grace, 
we might convince Dr. Price and all the Ameri- 
cans, that in ſubmitting to the Bruſh legiſlature, 
they will not ſubmit to /ibertini/m and athei/m ;- 
but to a venerable body of virtuous and g»dly ſe- 


nators, who know that the firlt care of God's re- 


preſentatives on earth—the principal ſtudy of poli- 
tical gods, ſhould be to promote God's fear, by 


ſetting a good example 1 the people commit- 


ted 


» 
- 


bd 
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ted to their charge, and by ſteadily enforcing the 
obſervance of the moral law! £36. 


I need not tell you, Sir, what effect this would 
have upon our pious American brethren. Vou 
feel it in your own breaſt. The-bare idea of ſuch 
a reformation ſoftens your prejudices. Were it to 
take place, it would overcome Dr. Price himſelf. . 
Pious joy would ſet him upon writing as warmly for- 


the government, as he has done — it 3 and in 
the midſt of his deep repentance 


Yr the dangerous 
errors he has publiſhed, he would: have the conſo- 
lation to think, that. one of his ob&/erwvations has 
done more good, than all his ſophiſms have done 
miſchief. Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the reflections, 
which Dr. Price's religious argument has drawn 


from my pen, and which I doubt not bat ſome of: 
our Governors have already made by the help of 
that wiſdom, which prompts them to improve our: 


aur happineſs in church and ſtate. - 
| Lam, &c. 


former calamities, and to ſtudy what may promote 


5 > 


* 


— Rev. Six, : 7 | | 


 CNHRISTIANS are, in a ſpecial manner, debt- 
Lors to all mankind. I owe love to all my fel- 
low-ſubjects, as well as loyalty to the king, and 
duty to the parliament: And my love to our Ame- 
rican Colonies, as well as my regard for equity, 
obliges me to ſay what can reaſonably be ſaid on 
their behalf ; that prejudice, on both fides, may / 
give place to chriſtian forbearance and conciliatory 
indneſs., 1 PEO 
I hope, Sir, you are, by this. time, convinced 
that the American revolt is abſolutely unjuſtifiable; - 
and that the king and parliament have an indubi- 
table right proportionably to tax the Coloniſts, as 
well as the Engliſh ; altho? the Coloniſts are not 
direftly and adequately. repreſented in parliament, 
any more than multitudes of Britons who live 
abroad, and millions who reſide in Great Britain. 
And now, Sir, I candidly allow, that, altho” the 
Coloniſts cannot without abſurdity iofiſt on an egual 
repreſentation, yet they may humbly requeit to be 
particularly repreſented in the Britiſh legiſlature : 
And that, altho? ſtrict juſtice does not oblige Great 
Britain to grant them ſuch a requeſt; yet parental 
wiſdom, and brotherly condeſcenfion, require her 
to grant ſ»mething to the notion, that a dire re- 
preſentation in parliament is inſeparably connected 
with civil liberty. This notion, I confeſs, is irra- 
tional, unſcriptural, and unconſtitutional; But it 
| L 3 ia 


a prevailing notion; and if we look at it in one 
point of view, it ſeems to wear the badge of Britiſi 
Marty, and therefore has ſome claim to the indul- 

Permit me to illuftrate my meaning by a ſcriptu- 
tal fimile. Thro' a ſtrong national prejudice, the 
Jews who had embraced chriſtianity faneied, that 
no man could be a true chriſtian without being 
circumciſed : And they ſupported their aſſertion 
by God's poſitive command to the Father of the 
faithful, --- a command this, which Chriſt had not- 
expreſsly repealed, and to which he and his diſei- 
les had religiouſly ſubmitted. The apoſtles ſaw 
Ru the chriſtranized Jews were under a capital 
_ miſtake. Nevertheleſs fin-condefeenfion-to! human. 
weakneſs and national prejadice j they allowed. 
them to crreumeife' their children; and Paul him- 
ſelf, tho? he deteſted their error, yielded to them 
ſo far as to have his convert Timothy circumciſed; 
T grant that a dire# and adequate repreſentation in 
parliament is no more eſſential to Britiſh liberty, 
than circumcifon to true chriſtianity, But, as the 
governors of the chriſtian church made ſome con- 
ceſſions to. Jewiſh weakneſs; might not alſo the 
governors of the Britiſh empire make ſome to Ame- 
rican prejudice; eſpecially conſidering, that it wilt 
be as difficult for them peaceably to rule the Ames 
ricans without fuch an act of condeſeenſion; as it 
would have been forthe apoſtles to govern the Jews, 
without the above-mentioned complaiſance ® 
Beſides, in ſome caſes, conſtitutional and uneon- 
ſtitutional taxation may border ſo nearly upon each 
ether, that the moſt judicious politicians will be as 
much at a loſs to draw the line between tk-=>. as 
the moſt rillful painter would be to draw the line 
between the primitive colours of the rainbow. This 
Bordering of a faint conſtitutional priviiege, upon 
an unconſtitutional, abſolute want of priviege, has 
deceived the Coloniſts. As a man, who is paſſio« 
. NHately fond of flaming crimſon, takes a faint red ta 
be nv red ar all; they have pronounced that. to be 
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s repreſentation, which it an inuivee repreſento : 
- tion diſcernible to all but the prejudiced, lu their 
patriotic frighr they have fancied that the ſhip of 
eonſtitutional liberty tuck. on à rock, . becauſe it 
did not carry ſo many fails: as they imagined it 
— Maes; For compare their miſtake to that of 
inpatient {ſuſpicious paſſengers, who; when th 
ee alt der forcoms ddt thong. 8 board: 2 Gf. 
are apt to think, that ſhe does not move at all, be. 
cauſe her motion is not fo rapid as they could wiſh ; 
and becaufe their anxious fears turn every ſail they 
ſee, into a privateer in chaſe of their property, 
Their error deſerves then compaſſion, as well as 
blame; and wyl appear excuſable to thoſe who 
know the immenſe value of Jiberr 
Our lawgivers, whe are peculiarly acquainted 
with the worth of this jewel, can above all men put 
2 favonrable conſtruction upon the panick of a peo» 
ple afraid of being enſlaved. Depending therefore 
on their condeſeenſion, I ſhall preſume to'afk, if 
now, that the government has plainly aſſerted, and 
powerfully fapported the af claims of Great Bri» 
tain, it might not ſafely relax a little the reins of 
authority, and kindly condefcend to the fears of 
the Coloniſts. And ſhould the Americans ſhew 
themſelves ja in indemnifying our injured mer- 
Chants, peritent in laying down their arms, and 
 tagal: in acknowledging the right, that Great Bri- 
tain has to expect — taxes from them: 
Might not the king and parijamentſhew themſelves 
&ind, in granting them the privilege of a /pecial re» 
preſentation in the Britiſh legiſlature; or in paſſing 
an % of ſecurity, to fix juſt bounds to the power of 
parliamentazy taxation with reſpect to the Ameri- 
cans; — to promiſe the Colonies, that a proper al» 
lowance fhail always be made them for the ſuperior 
commercia] privileges of Great Britain; — to aſcer- 
tain, in an-equitable manner, the quantum of rhat 
allowance; — and to remove their dread of being dif- 
proportionably taxed, by the moſt lem ajiuran- 
ces, that their taxes. ſhall always riſe or fall in exact 
| . pro- 


proportion to our own, according to the plan laid 
A 5; * 
I would not carry matters ſo far as to ſay with 
the poet, Summun jus /umma injuria + ; but might 
I not obſerve that parental love, brotherly-kind- 
neſs, and Britiſh equity require, that ſome conde- 
ſcenſion be ſnewn to the Coloniſts? Should not 
Britiſh legiflators ſhew themſelves gogs, by imitating 
the Gop of gods, RE I RO 


| Who conquers all, beneath, above, 


—_ Whilſt the Atlantic foams under the weight of 
the tranſports, which carry the troops ſent over to 
ſabdue the revolted provinces, might not /owe ſuſ- 
pend the deſtructive ſtroke, and conquer them 
without farther effuſion of blood? Is their hard- 

neſs abſolutely deſperate ? ' Whilſt the ſight of a 
force ſo ſuperior to that, which quelled them at 
Bunter Hill, works upon their prudence; and 
whilit ſcriptural expoſtalations enlighten their con- 
ſciences ; might not ſome gracious and timely con- 
ceſſions work upon their gratitude, excite their ad- 
miration, and regain their confidence? O that 
you, Sir, and I could imitate thoſe courageous wo- 
men, who, when the Romans their huſbands, and 
the Sabines their brothers, were going to engage, 
ruſhed between the two armies, and fo wrought 
upon them by tender expoſlulations, that the fierce 
antagoniſts, inſtead of plunging their ſwords into 
each others” breaſts, fell upon each others? necks, 
and turned the field of &azrle into a field of reconci- 
liation { If an heathen country ſaw the delightful 
ſcene, mi ht not a chriſtian land behold it alſo ?: 
The pleaſing thougbt tranſports my mind: — My 
imagination warmed by the fond hope carries me 
beyond myſelf:—Methinks I ruſh between the par- 
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+ Right carried to the beight, is the beight of injuſtices. 
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lament and the Congreſs, and after having pleaded 


the ſovereign's cauſe before the patriots, I plead. 


that of the patriots before the ſovereign. Fancying 
_ myſelf at the foot of the throne, and ſeeing the 


King raiſed on high above all the Britiſh Jawgivers, 


on my bended knees, from the duſt, with tremb- 
Ting awe, I preſent my bold, mediatorial plea. 

O Kins, live and reign in Res ſor 
ever] And ye, his Patrieian and | Plebeian ſenators, 
help bim long to ſway. the ſceptre with chriſtian 
gentleneſs and Rritiſh fortitude! As: his faithful 


aſſeſſors, and: partakers with him of the legiſlative _ 


power, firmly ſupport on his royal head the ponde- 
rous crown, which gives him the dominion over 
the Britiſh iſlands, half of the weſtern world, and: 


the whole aqueous globe !—One of your adopted. 


ſobjects, warmed: with gratitude for the religious 
and civil liberty, which he enjoys under your mild 
government; and: deeply. concerned for your glory 


and:the profperity. of your dominions, intrudes into 
| | | your 
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1 There is a ſymmetrical excellence in the Britiſh conſtitution, 
which eſcapes the attention of many Britons. 1 have obſerved, 
that the capital buſineſs. of the parliament is to keep the balance 
even between the king and the people; that neither oppreſſive 
deſpotiſm, [or the tyranny of one,} nor mobbing anarchy, [or 


the tyranny of many, ] may prevail. 1 now add, that the two | 


' houſes of parliame:t are two m+diatorial courts between the king 
and the peaple. The houſe of commons is compoſed of ſenators 
choſen by the people to be a check upon the king and his nobles ; 
and the houſe of lords is compoſed of ſenators choſen by the-kings, 
to be a check upon the people and their repreſentatives, Hence it 
appears, that the houſe of lords is peculiarly bound to maintain 
the prerogatives of the crown, againſt the encroachments of mobs 


and mobbing patriots ; and that it is the peculiar duty of the houſe 


of commons to maintain the privileges of the people, againſt the 
incroachments of deſpots and deſpotic miniſters, In the laſt cen- 
tury the lords failing in their duty, the balance was broken ; The 
commons prevailed ; and the conſequence was what might natu- 
rally be expected: The houſe of lords was ſet afide, the king be- 
| headed, and the conſtitution overthrown, This remarkable event 
ſhould teach our ſenators the wiſdom peculiarly neceſſary to a faith- 
ful diſcharge. of their high office. ED PER 
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your awful-prefence to intercede for his, guilty bre- 
thren, If the Kix G of kings, and Lox p of lords, 
vouchſafes to receive Me event addreſſes to the 
throne of grace for you; do not reject, O ye gods, 
his humble addreſs for your American Colonies. | 
It is not my defign to extenuate their crime. An 
ingenuous confeſhon becomes a proſtrate ſupplicant, 
— They have ſinned againſt heaven and againfl you- 
They bave prepolterouſly charged you with rob- 
bery, when it was they themſelves who robbed“ God, 
by keeping from his political repreſentatives, the 
reaſonable and legal taxes due to the ſupreme power; 
to a creative and protective power that gave them 
birth, and raifed them from a ſtate of infant-weak» 
neſs and want, to youthful vigor and growing opu- 
lence. Their crime. is complicate: They have 
openly encouraged the lawleſs mobs, which tramp- 
led upon your authority, and deſtroyed the property 
of your loyal ſubjeQs':;— They have obftinately pro- 
tected felony and ſedition :>They have audaci- 
ouſly hindered the courſe of juſtice: —Their Con- 
greſs has met to oppoſe your claim of taxation in 
the capital of. that very. province, by the expreſs 
terms of whoſe CHaRTER tbey are ſolemnly bound 
to pay you-taxes.--F hey have armed by fea and land 
to cut off your: forces ;—And; not fatisfied wif 
aſſerting their aſſumed ſupremacy over the revolted 
provinces, they have aimed at making conqueſts; 
— "They have. compleated their guilt by a daring 
attempt to annex your immenſe province of Cana» 
da, to the empire they have newly ſet up.—And 
now, what can I ſay in their behalf ?—My grand 
| 3 plea, 


I would not dare to uſe ſuch an expreffion, if the ſcripture. 
did not bear me out. The Lord, ſpeaking by the prophet Malachi, 
ſays, Will a man xo Gop ?* Tir ye have ROBBED MR. But 
ge ſay, Wherein baue we ROBBED THEE I- TITANS. Mal. 
lii, 8:—1 infer. from this anſwer, that if Gop accounts himſelf 
robbed, when tithes are detained from u 18 priefts ; he. does ſo much 

more, when reaſonable and legal taxes are detained from ſovereignt, 


x1s primary repreſentatives, whom he calls 11s. anainted, and to 
whom he allows the title of gods, | 
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2 O ye infulted powers, is taken from your 
Ives. As your majefty is, Jo is your mercy.---Ye are 
Called chri/ians by the name of the mild Potentate, 
who interceded for his mobbing murderers. When 
they poured floods of contempt upon his royal 
Head ;- When they pierced his temples with thorns, 
his hands with nails, his heart with ſarcaſms; and 
when they prepared to pierce his ſide with a ſpear; 
even then, he not only forgave them himſelf, but 
turned their excuſer and ſaid, Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do, The divine plea 
prevailed. It obtained an evangelical proclama- 
tion of pardon on the meſt condeſcending terms. 
Where ſin had abounded, there grace did much more 
-abound, 'Where rebellion bad ſet up her bloody 
banner, there 'mercy gloried to ere her ſuperior 
ſtandard. Jerufalem, ungrateful, hypocritical, re- 
bellious Jerafalem ;—Jeruſaltem, guilty of the mur- 
der of the King of kings; — Jeruſalem, the ſtill· re- 
bellious and unrelenting city, was fr/? bleſſed with 
the news of a free pardon; and thouſands of retenting 
rebels ſubmitted to the terms of the gracious procla- 
mation. By this unexpected effort of merey, the Lord 
of glory. ſubjugated thoſe ſtiff religioniſts Pardon- 
ing love effectually conquered their ſtubbornneſs; 
and a notion of loyal ſubjects was born in a day. 
And might ye not, O ye chriſtian Rulers, imi- 
tate ie Lord of glory without proſtitutipg your dig- 
nity Directed by the example of our meek Re- 
\deemer, might not thy mercy, O King, iſfue out a 
proclamation of pardon, upon ſuch terms as might 
raiſe the afloniſhment of an Adams and a Waſing- 
ton ? Are Lee and Hancock fiercer againſt thee, 
than Sau! of Tarſus was againſt his Saviour? Have 
they breathed out more threatenings and ſlaughter 
than that enthuſiaſtic zealot, who, not ſatisfied-with 
bis perſonal contempt of che Lord of lords, com- 
pelled others to blaſpheme him, and perſecuted to 
death thoſe who would not? Nevertheleſs, When 
he fell to the ground, mercy raiſed him up, not 
only to the dignity of a chriſtian, but to that of an 
| Bc 8 - | Apoſtle « 


t u } den 
' Apoſtle: And the ſervice which be did the church 


in that high office, far exceeded the injury he had 
done her by his bloody enthuſiaſm. Could ye not 
O ye chriſtian Legiſlators, try the ſame ſucceſsſu 
method with your American ſuhjects? If Mercy alone 
would make them inſolent; and if Power alone 
would make them deſperate could not power and 


mercy combined by your wiſdom, effectually diſ- 
arm them, and for ever attach them to your ſteady 


and mild government ? 1 | 
Nor will you by this means overcome the Ames 


_ . ricans alone. You will alſo diſarm the minority 
of your reſpectable body, and their numerous 1715 
u 


tiſans in the kingdom. When we are wrongfull 
accuſed of intending things we never thought ol. 


does not prudence call upon us to remove the very 


appearances, by which the charge ſaems ſupport- 


ed? And how can theſe appearances be fully re- 


moved in the preſent caſe, otherwiſe than by 


granting your American ſubjeQs the privilege of 


Some diredt repreſentation, together with ſome ſecu- 
rity, that the taxes laid upon them ſhall always 


bear an equitable proportion to the taxes laid up- 


on your Britiſh ſubjects? . 


Might I not alſo preſume to aſk, if all the grie- 


vances they complain of are imaginary, and if no 


needleſs provocation has been given them by ſome 


of our countrymen, and no /ecret encouragement by 
others? Beſides, are ye not divided among your- 
ſelves? And if ye have taught them the unbfppy 
art of riſing againſt you, by rifing again 

other, ſhould ye not pity them? And ſhould ye 
not bear à little with their turbulency, fince you 
are obliged to bear ſo much from thoſe of your own 


body, who openly countenance their raſh patriot- 


* RP | ; 1 

Again: If ye are the political Parents of the 
Coloniſts, are they not entitled to parental indut- 
gence from you? My Lord the King is as an an- 


gel of God, to diſcern good and bad: He koows, 
and ye, his legiſlative aſſeſſors, know, that politi- 
cal, as well as religious enthuſfaſm is a fever of the 


mind, 
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mind, which throws thoſe who are attacked with. 


It into a temporary delirium ; and that, in the pa- 
roxyſm, heated religioniſts and patriots, like deli» 


rious people, ſay and do a thouſand things, of 
which they are aſhamed when they come to them» 


ſelves again. If your own children were dange- 


rouſly ill and light headed, would ye not treat 
them with an indulgence ſuitable to their deplora- 
ble caſe? And would not natural affection concur 


with reaſon, to make you overlook the petulance 


and wildneſs of their behaviour? Ye will extend. 
your mercy to your American ſubjects with double 
readineſs, -if ye conſider, that they are not all 


123 A few warm men among them opened the 
ood-gates of patriotic licentiouſneſs : And whilſt 


the fierce and roaring torrent frightened myriads 


into a femporary compliance to revolt; it carried 
away myriads more, before they knew what they 
were about: Nor have they perhaps had it yet in 


their power to recolledt themſelves, Vouchſaſe 


then to ſhew yourſelves their tender phy/icians, as 


well as their indulgent Parents; nor heal their mo- 


ral fever by burning corroſi ves, ſo long as there is 
the leaſt proſpect of doing it by cooling applica» 


tions. If chriſtianity commands us to refore in the. 
Spirit of meckne/ſ5. thoſe that are fallen, to become 
weal to the qweak, yea, to become all things to all 


men, that by all means we may gain and ſave ſame ; 
be abundantly condeſcending: to your American 


people, that you may /ave thouſands of precious 
i 


ves, prevent the devaſtation of your own do- 
minions, and diſappoint your enemies, who flattec 
themſelves, that when Great Britain and her Co- 
Jonies ſhall have exhauſted their ſtrength in a 
deſtructive war, the Britiſh empire, or ſome part 
of it, will beccme an eaſy prey to their greedy 

and watchful ambition. | | i 
But I peculiarly addreſs thee, Thou majeſlic 
Head and executive Hand of the legiſlative power. 
By thy ſteadineſs thou baſt ſhewn thyſelf a King 
worthy of commanding a people, who diſplay li- 
ons in their flandards. And now like Mz/#4/ the 
M 8 Prince, 
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Nrince, like he: generaus: Lian: of the tribe ef Ju- 
dai vouc hſaſe to: fhew thyſbif the Prince: of peace. 


Let alli the earth knaw,. that thau: art a repreſenta 


ttve of the: Gan: gf all. graces. and of 1 Lane. 
that” taketh: amuy the fin: of the: world, Ia nor the, 
right of ſhowing mercy to. tha condemned, the no- 
leit of all thy royal-prerogatives,. and the bright-- 
eſt jewel of: thy imperial: ore n? Oh let tbat. jewel 
Hive in this. cloudy: day, and; it. will: reflect the 
light of the ſun off righteanre/a acroſe the Atlantic, 
and: chear the: weſtera: world. The proclamatiaa 


ef a goneral pardon, accompanied; by the grant: of: 


& dire repreſentation; and of: a ſecurity: for the 
equitahle proportion, which their taxes; ſhall. al- 


Ways. bear ta ours ; ſuch a praclamation, I ſay. 


enforced b the ſound af thy trempets,, the roar af 
thy cannons, the ſight af thy fleets, and the terror 
of: thy armies, will: ſhew that thou art eminently. 
qualified to reign over à brave and free: people. 
Thou mayeſt thus be merciful. without, weakneſs. 


A Lee and a H aftirgion are reſolute enongh to ſtand 


for a time the ſhock of: thy forces: An: Adam and. 
an Hancock are ohſti nate enough to buty themſelves: 
in the ruins: of their: country : - But, reſolute asd. 
abſtinate as they are, thy, mercy confounds—thine: 


indulgence diſarme them. — The naroxyſm is over. 
—Candor and layalty return together. The fiery- 


heroes come. hack to. ſaber. heroiſm;. and the. 


raſh. patriots, to true patriotiſm.— Thy royali 
mercy has: melted. them: into; tears — With ſhawe- 


they fix their weeping eyes to the ground, with: 
admiration- they lift them up to heaven. — They 


claim the honour of. bringing in perſon the reſtitu : 


tion - money thou inſiſleſt upon for thy idjured ſub- 
jects.— They haſte to throw themſelves at the feet 
of a Sovereign, who knows hom to protect, con 


quer, and pardon.— My imagination ſees them 


croſs the Atlantic: — They enter your gates :— They 

throw American ſwords at your feet: — They, aſk. 
pardon for themſelves, and the guilty people they 

zepreſent: They kiſs the royal hand which = 
EL Ayer 
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averted their impending ruin, andepour out their 
grateful fools in duch ren AS — 1 bo. 
© ,Maxcirvr and Great King, and Ye, his le- 
2 aſſeſſors, permit us to «diſtinguiſh ourſelves 
by our penitential return, @ we once did by our 
raſh revolt. With feelings proportionadie io the 
ſenſe we have of our guilt, of the king's mercy, 
and the parliament's condeſcenfion, we lament our 
miſapprebenfions; and deploring the bloodſhed 
which they have caufed, we acknowledge that we 
owe you the reafonable taxes due ro the ſupreme, 
protecting power by the confrnt of all crvilized na- 
tions, and by the exprefs command of God; and 
' fince you vondefcend to grant us the privilege of a 
mare in your legiſlature, we will not only religiouſly 
Dot chearfuliy pay them for the time to come, In 
'the mean while we refond at your feet ſums equiva- 
lent to the goods, which our raſh citizens buried 
in the fea; and we don it is juſt, that we ſhould, 
in due proportion, help to discharge the national 
debt, which has been in part contracted for our 
ey and which oor unhappy revolt has of 
ate ſo greatly increaſed. Made wiſer by our mis- 
fortunes, and taught both to revere and love oar 
mother- country, we ſhall, at every proper opportt- 
nmiry, Expreſs our grateful ſenſe of her parental re- 
gard, We are indeed ſeparated by the Atlantic 
ocean, which we lately looked upon as a bounda- 
1 to your dominions, a vaſt moat to keep us 
- aſunder, and a watery rampart to defend our - 
' tinent againſt your incurſions: But now our views 
are changed, and we confider that wide fea as a 
magnificent channel, which divine providence 
feems to have prepared to facilitate our friendly 
and commercial intercourſe ;—to enrich our. reſ- 
pective countries with the treafures of the old and 
new world ;—to make us live in a conſtant exer- 
eiſe of the art of navigation, — and enable us, 
by this means, powerfully to ſapport the Britiſh 
claims to the empire of the ſea.—Such are the 
pleaſing thoughts we have of our happy re- union: 
7 Bo M. 2 May 
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May they appear equally delightful to all who-wiſh 
well to the Britiſh empire! And may the poiſon- 

ous breath of diſcord, more dangerous than all the 
ſtorms of the Atlantic, never break the ſweet calm, 
which royal mercy and parliamentary condeſcen- 
ſion have reſtored to our diſtracted provinces!“ 


4 TakE ur your ſwords, ye brave, tho“ raft 
: 1 the SREAEKER. Your courage and 
love of liberty entitle you to the honour of receiv- 
ing them again, on condition that you beat them 
into plowſhares, or uſe them only againſt our com- 
mon enemies. It is the fir i—lſee that it be the 
laſt time, they are ſtained with Britiſh blood, and 
lifted up againſt the breaſt that gave you ſack. 
And as the world ſees the political and military 
leaders of the Colonies at the foot of the Throne, 
and of a Britiſh ſenate ; the world ſhall fee, that 
the king and parliament can not oni 


Parcere ſubjeQis, et debellare ſuperbos,, 


but that they know how to- conquer the generous: 
friends of liberty by generous acts of condeſcend- 
ing love. Riſe, ye miſtaken ſons of -liberty, — 
riſe to demonſtrate, that, as we can fight like Bri- 
tons, ſo we can forgive as chriſtians, and indulge 
as brethren. Take your ſeats among Britiſh ſena- 
@ rs, and particularly repreſent the American Pro- 
vinces. But beware of. conſidering this. privilege 
as a bribe beſtowed: by a timorous adminiſtration, 
— much leſs as a reqavard for your raſh revolt. 
Tho' we make allowances for your miſtakes, and 
put a favourable conſtruction upon your intenti- 
ons, we abhor and bear our ſolemn teſtimony 
againſt your proceedings. But the mantle of royal 
. mercy, and of your repentance: having covered all, 
we ſhall not upbraid you with antichriſtian princi- 
ples, and bloody ſcenes, which we wiſh buried in 
eternal oblivion, If we grant you ſome . 
: | | the 
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the houſe of Commons, it is only to remove your 
jealouſies by a condefcenfion, which becomes a 
mother-country and a mild government; and to 
_ 'regain the filial confidence of our American Colo- 
nies by permitting the men, who have been moſt 
prejudiced againſt us, to be eye-witnefles of our 
frm attachment to the conftitution, of our impar- 
tial zeal for the dignity of the crown, of our guar- 
dian care for the conſtitutional liberty of the peo- 
ple, and of our prudent endeavours to ſecure the 
due obedience of the Britiſh fubjects. 

The wound which the demon of Diſe rd has 
given to our union, cannot be perfedly healed but 
by an -amputation or a con/oljdation. The former 
expedient is inconſiſtent with our mutual affection, . 
and our common intereſt: But the latter is per- 
fectly agreeable to both. And our conſanguinity 
londly demands that it ſhould be preferred. Help 
us then to conſolidate the Jacerated parts of the 
Britiſh empire. Let your filial gratitude meet our 
paternal condeſcenſion half way: So ſhall recon- 
ciling love caſt the bridge of union acroſs the At- 
lantie, and firmly join our happy iſland with your 
fortunate continent: And may genuine, ſober, 
ſcriptural patriotiſm, like an adamantine key, for 
ever bind the fold arch! May. one blood—one 
language — one conſtitution — one religion —one 
king—one ſupreme legiſſature —one temporal and 
eternal intereſt, combine to make us one flouriſh- 
ing empire, till the kingdom of God ſwallow up 
all other kingdoms ! Nor let it be ſaid any more, 


Audiet cives acuiſſe ferrum, 
Quo graves Turcæ melius perirent; 
Audiet pug nas, vitio pareir.am 
Rara juventus. + „ 
„ Whilſt 


— — 


＋＋?7—ũ2— —— — 


+ Our poſterity thinned. by our civil wars, will hear of our? 
culpable contentions, and will lament our having turned againſt 
each other thofe ſwords, which ſhould never have been draun- 
but againſt our common enemies. 
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Whilſt the Speaker concludes this patriotic 
ſpeech, my imagination returns from her pleaſing 
excurſion. The awful, parliamentary fcene vaniſh- 
es like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion.” But 
% a wreck is left behind ;” Hints of a /criptural 
method of reconciliation are humbly ſuggeſted ; 
and you have ſome expreſſions of my cordial con- 
cern for the glory of our Sovereign, and the ſatis- 
faction of our American fellow. ſubjects, to whom, 
as well as to Dr. Price-and yourſelf, I ſincerely 
wiſh all the ſweets of Chriſtian and Britiſh liberty, 
without any of the bitters of religious and civil 
licentiouſneſs. OF making many books, ſays Solo- 
mon, there is no end. Let us then hear the conclu- 
ion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep his 
Commenaments, ee is the whole duty of man. 
Or, if you prefer St. Peter's words, Fear God and 
honour the King, for this is the ſum of the —4 * 
bles of Chrif*s law. That, inſtead of breaking 
one of theſe tables under pretence of keeping the 
other, we may always agree to pay a chearful obe- 
gience to both, is the final and higheſt wiſh ol 


Voor obedient ſervant in a goſpel, 
which neither makes woid the 


law thro” faith, nor ſuperſedes 
loyalty thro? liberty, _ 


J. F. 


POSTSCRIPT: 


HAVE obſerved, p. 84, that the ſpecies of 
1 patriotiſm which I oppoſe, is a vicious temper 
„% compounded of one or more of the following 
iogredients ; prejudice, ignorance, conceit, pride, 
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ambition, refraQorineſs, &c.” As you may think, 
Sir, that this deſcription is too ſevere, 1 beg leave 
to ſupport it by the account that an honeſt inha- 
bitant of Peahluania [who is eye-witneſs to the 
workings of American patriotiſm] gives his friend 
in England, of what you call American /iberry, 
and what I beg leave to call American tyramy. 
As I can depend on his veracity, I preſent you 
with the followiag extract from his original letter, 
which is now before me. -  — s 

March 12, 1776.—Letters are not ſmuggled 
hence with little difficulty. and riſque, as every 
thing we write may be in ſpected by the jaundiced 
eye of men, who jeſuitically conſtrue: the moſt 
guarded words of Eng/i/hmen inimical to America 
deterring examples of which are not wauting.— 
With pretenee of obtaining privileges, the inha- 
| bitants of this country loſe the enjoyment of their 
privileges. Under maſk of liberty, and cry of 
grievances, a ſet of ambitious men and defigning 
demagogues veigled [got] ** themſc]ves in pow- 
er, which they unwarrantably exerciſed in aboliſh- 
ing law, juſtice, the freedom of the preſs, ſpeech, 
and action ;—in ſeizing all the channels of intel- 
ligence ;—in publiſhing aud inculcating the moſt 
ſhocking, wicked, and malicious falihoods.—By 
ſpecious pretexts, artful diſſimulation, and obſti- 
nate efforts, theſe enemies to truth, affronters of 
juſtice, and violaters of laws, have not only pot- 
foned and inflamed the minds of the people; but 
have influenced them fo far as to take and pafs 
current 4 by 3 inches of printed brown paper for 
no leſs than fix guineas; by all theſe means lead- 
ing the duped inſtruments of their ambition, with 
monſtrous ſtrides, towards their own and country's 
zuin.“ | . | 


* Had Ia hundred mouths, a hundred tongues, 
A voice of braſs, and adamantine lungs; 
Not half the mighty ſcene could: 1 diicloſe, 

Repeat their crimes, or count our matchleſs 
woes.“ J aſſett 
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] affert theſe naked and glaring truths, with 
a confidence which cannot be ſhaken, &c.“ 

Our letter - writer after obſerving, that the com- 

pliance of the majority ** to ſuch tyranny” is 
ut ©* paſhvez*” and that the proportion of thoſe, 

who take an ative part in it, is about one in 

ten of the whole community, adds what follows: 


% To fee men of reputed ſenſe, ſome by their 


paſſive, and others by their active conduct, mant- 
feſting ſuch ignorance and blindneſs to the true 
intereſt of themſelves, their country, and poſteri- 
ty, makes me think at times, | 


« Perhaps he whoſe hand the lightning forms, 
Who heaves old Ocean, and who wings the 
ſtorms, PE | | ny 

Pours fierce ambition into Haxceck's mind; 


Or turns young Adams looſe, to ſcourge man- 


kind, 


« and permit irreligtous Britons to plunge them- 
ſelves into difficulties, both to chaſtiſe them for, 
 gnd turn them from, the evil of their doings.” 
__ - 'Theletter-writer, aſter wiſhing that the coun» 
eils on both fides may be bleſſed with that wiſdom 
and moderation, which may be productive of a 
et manent union, ſo neceſſary to the welfare of 
— countries,“ adds in a poſtſcript: I encloſe 


this in a bottle of Cream of Turtar directed to a 
paſſenger on board, in hope that having occaſion 


to uſe it, this might be found, and thereby eſ- 
cape.” i: 

- Had I ſeen this American account of American 
patriotiſm, before | fent my Jaſt letter to the prigt= 
er; | would. have pleaded leis earneſtly for /ome of 
the patriots than | have done. But 1 do not ſtop 


the preſs, becauſe condeſcenſion is the ſafer ex- 


treme; and becauſe experience teaches England, 
that American patriots do their country leſs miſ- 
chief in the manſion houſe, and in the parliament, 
than in tne tower and in a common jail. 


» 


Permit 


F _ dy 
* * * — 2 * * hal 
. 
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Let. 3. I 
Permit me, Sir, to conclude by a remark upon 
1 the character, which the Monthly. Reviewers give 
| me in their laſt Review, © They call me © a mere 
| 4 Saclieverel: A preacher of thoſe {laviſh and juſtly 
| «© exploded jacobitical doctrines, for which the me- 
„ mory of Sackeveret and his abettors will ever be 
© held in equal contempt and abhorrence by every 
7 true friend of the liberties of mankind?” I 
ſhould be truly forry if I deſerved ſo ſevere a cen- 
. fure ; I hope that the Reviewers have paſſed it with 
a degree of precipitation. Poſſibly they did not 
read fo far in my Vindication as page 63, &c. or 
even p. 40, where I begin to guard my doctrine 
: againſt the Zacobitical tenets of deſpotiſm. Should 
my American Patriotiſm reach thoſe gentlemen, and 
ſhould they give themſelves the trouble to turn to 
| pages 8, 14, 17, 37, 38, 59, 61, 63, 65, where 
4 I continue to guard Britiſh liberty againſt the en- 
eroachments of arbitrary power, I flatter myſelf 
that they will ſee, I am no more a mere: Sackevwes 
rel? than I am & were Prove: Dr. Sache werel ran 
as fiercely into the Argh monarchical extreme, as Dr. 
Price does into the high republican extreme, I have 
endeavonted to keep at an equal diftance from their 
Et» oppoſite miffakes, by contending only for the jaſt 
| medium, which the holy ſcriptures and our excel- 
lent eonſtitution point out; and I hope my anpre- 
5 judiced readers will do me the juſtice to confeſs, 
that, if I have miſſed the mark of moderation, at 
which I ſincerely aim, I have not miſſed it ¶ toto cœli] 
| by going full eaſt with Dr. Sacheverel, any more 
f than by going full weſt with Dr. Price. What has 
oſſibly miſled the Reviewers, is their not conſider- 
ing, that my withſtanding an opponent, who im- 
petuouſly throws himſelf into the levelling extreme » 
of Dr. Price, obliges me principally to oppole this 
extreme. If Dr. Sacheverel were alive, and his 
erroneous, enthuſiaſtical, mobbing politicks en- 
dangered the public tranquility, as the nn 
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of Mr. Evans and Dr. Price does at ene 1 
would oppoſe the high churchman, as much as | now 
the two tigh ee. Before we zibſoldtely 
— an author, we ſhould, I think, conſider 
hat extreme tine —— call him:chigfy _ 
co guard againſt. Bat- part «men ſeldom do.thiv:; 
Aud ic is well af, after all, -arti- Americans 
do not blame ſome parts of this poblication, as 
much as Americanus will blame — parts. Moar- 
ration has not many friends urhilſt the pie it af con- 
- ceotion runs high; _ like nu5/avm, ſhe is jufts- 
Fed of her children, and will in time win ſome of 
r 25 
When the: 8 me the obaracter 
of a * mere dacheverel, we may naturally expo, 
to fee them recommend your performance as much 
as they decry mine: Accordingly they ſay, Mr. 
Evans is a lively and — advocate for the 
-<< freedom of the Cologies, a ſpirited cantrover- 
„ tiſt, c — In letter iii. Mr. F's reafons from 
« ſcripture are ſnemmn to be 'inconfiltent, abſurd, 
% and totally incone luſiue.·— To ſhew how ſtrong- 
-ty the judgment of ingenious critics may de biaſſod 
by prezudice, I need only refer dür readers to p. 
12, &. . | produce the *+ lively /and- pe, har 
argoments, by which you attempt to "prove, t 
N n raxation is abiurd.” 
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run END. - 


